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I Narayan Prasad Todi S/o
Chiranji Lal Todi of 339, Canal
Street, Flat-C, 4th Floor, Kol-48
Declare that my Minor Son
""Keshar Todi'" will be known as
"Keshav Todi" By Affidavit
before Notary Public Kol on
9/12/13 1912/80

I "HARPAJAN SINGH" S/O
Sarwan Singh of Green Park Po-
Michael Nagar Kol-700133 WB.
will be known as "Harpajan
Singh Sandhu" By Affidavit
before Notary Public kol on
27/11/13 1912/81
I Karamdip Kaur & Karandeep
Kaur Sandhu, D/o Harpajan
Singh Sandhu of Green Park Po-
Michael Nagar Kol-700133 W.B.
will be Known as Karamdip
Kaur Sandhu By Affidavit Before
Notary Public Kol on DT
25/11/13 1912/82

I "Surinder Kaur" W/O Harpajan
Singh Sandhu of Green Park Po-
Michael Nagar Kol-700133, W.B.
Will be Known as '"Surinder
Kaur Sandhu" By Affidavit
before Notary Public Kol on dt-
27/11/13 1912/83
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I, Amrita Ghosh, S/o - Ratan
Chandra Ghosh and Amritalal
Ghosh, S/o-Ratan is the same
and one person. Before the
executive  Magistrate  at

Sealdah on 5/12/13.
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Wanted a pref. Trained female at
Beng (H/PG) S.C. for maternity
leave vacancy up to 07-05-2014.
Apply within 10 day with two set
of testimonial to the Secretary

Komra Girls' High School
Balidanga,  Ghatal  Paschim
Medinipur- 721212. 1912/85

Sabuj B.Ed. College located at
Vill+P.O.: Nandakumarpur, P.S.:
Raidighi, Dist.: 24 Pgs(S), Pin-
743349, WB, invites applicants
for appointment in the following
posts: A.(a)Lecturer (Foundation
Course): Master's Degree in
Science/Humanities/arts with
55% marks; M.Ed. with 55%
marks; OR M.A. in Education
with 55% marks; B.Ed. with 55%
marks; (b) Lecturer
(Methodology Course): M.Ed.
with 55% marks and Master's in
Beng/Eng/Maths/Physics/Chem/
Hist/Geo/Pol.Sc./Bio-
Sc/Economics with 55% marks;
(¢) Lecturer (Art Education):
Master's in Fine Arts/Performing
Arts; (d) Physical Education:
M.PEd. (iii) Technical Staff:
B.L.I.S with 55% marks (1 post
for each sub), (ii) Principal (1
post): a. Academic & profession-
al qualification will be as pre-
scribed for the post of lecturer; &
PhD in Education; 10 yrs teach-
ing experience out of which at
least Syrs teaching experience in
a Secondary Teacher Education
Institute;. B. Salary will be pro-
vided as per Govt. norms; C.
Candidates should submit their
application alongwith 1 attested
copy of each testimonial & 1
copy of passport sized recent
coloured photograph at Sabuj
Sangha, 30/9, Rajdanga Main
Road (East), Narkel Bagan,
Kolkata—700107; OR: Vill. &
P.O. Nandakumarpur, PS.
Raidighi, Dist.: 24 Pgs (S), Pin—
743349. Last date of application:
27.12.2013. 1912/86

Wanted one Hons./P.G. A.T. in
Bengali Pref. trained (Reserved
for OBC-A Category) in
Maternity Leave Vacancy upto

05.05.2014. Apply to the
Secretary, Tentultala S.G.
Vidyabithi (H.S.) P.O.-
Aswathatala P.S.-Kulpi Dist-

24Pgs (S) Pin-743374 within 10
days from the date of publication
of the Advertisenent along with
two sets photocopics of all testi-
monials.
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Notice is hereby given that the
share certificates nos (1) 10291
(2) 76499 (3)160400 for 180
ordinary shares bearing.
Distinctive Nos from, Distinctive
Nos to, Nos of shares are...
18495591, 18495650, 60
2512672736, 2512672765, 30
3844499647, 3844499736, 90
of ITC Limited standing in the
name of Gita Chattopadhyay of
top floor, P-213 CIT Road,
Scheme IV M, Kolkata 700010
has been reported lost and that
an application for issue of dupli-
cate certificates in respect thereof
has been made to the company's
investor service centre, ITC
Limited 37, J.L. Nehru Road,
Kolkata 700071. To whom objec-
tion, if any, against issuance of
such duplicate share certificates
should be made within 15 days
from the date of publication of
this notice . The Public are cau-
tioned against dealing in any
manner with these shares. Place
. Kolkata, Date : 18.12.2013
Gita Chattopadhyay.
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No. 3502/2010)
Sri Kishore Kumar Gupta & Anr.
.Pltfs.
“Vs-
Susanta
Defdts.
To
1) Susanta Karmakar
S/0. Lt. PL Karmakar
75, Madhyapara Roy Nagar,
P.S.Regent Park, Kol.70
2) Rabindra Nath Karmakar
S/0. Lt. P.L Karmakar
196, Chirantani Park, Gr. Fl. P.S.
Regent Park, Kol-70
Whereas the Plaintiffs  Sri
Kishore Kumer Gupta S/O. Lt. A.
Gupta of 196, Chirantani Park,
2nd. Fl, P.S. Regent Park, Kol.-
70 and another have institued the
above mentioed suit against you
for Declaration and Injunction in
respect of the property situated at
196, Chirantani Park, P.S. Regent
park, Kol.-70, you are here by
directed to appear in the Court on
23.12.13 to answer all material
question relating to the suit. Take
notice that in default of your
appearance on the day mentioned
above, that suit will be heard
exparte against you.
By order
Nila Biswas.
Seristadar
3rd Civil Judge (Sr.. Divn.)
Alipore. 24 Pgs.(S)
South 24 Parganas.

Karmakar & Ors...
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Tender Notice
Sealed tender are hereby
invited from bonafied &
resourceful contractor for
'63 KVA DTR Sub-Station
& Tee-Off and other
Electrical repairing work
at Benfish Tourist Lodge
"DHEU" at Puri, Orissa'.
Details are available in the
office notice board. The
application will be
received in the office of
the Managing Director,
W.B.S.F.C.F.Ltd.
(Benfish) at 31 G.N
Block, Sec-V, Salt Lake,
Kol-91 on 24.12.13

1912/98
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e wils 8 I3
T 9= sSiaweE
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West Bengal Fisheries
Corporation Ltd.

(A Government of West
Bengal Enterprise)
G.N.31, Sector-V, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata- 700 091
CORRIGENDUM
Please Read "NIT e-tender
WBFCL/MD/NIT-08(e)/
2013-14, SI. No. 1, Column
Amount put to Tender
%6,90,363/- in place of
69,036/-" published on

18.12.2013.
(Amitava Banerjee)
MANAGING DIRECTOR
1912/104

West Bengal Fisheries Corporation Ltd.
(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)
G.N.31, Sector-V, Salt Lake City,
Kolkata- 700 091
Notice Inviting e-tender WBFCL/MD/NIT-09(e)/2013-14

Sl Name of Work Amount put to Earnest
Tender Money
Deposit
1 | Construction of Road from Jugar | ¥7,76,08,716/- |315,52,174/-
More to Bhumihar via Karea,
Sagardighi, Dist. Murshidabad.
2 | Construction of Road from %1,77,08,330/- |%3,54,167/-
Balanagar to Uladanga in Mouza
Gamal Mati, Sagardighi,
Dist. Murshidabad.

Schedule of Dates :

Bid (online)

S1.No Activity Date
1 Pre Bid Meeting Date 23.12.2013 at 12:00 hrs.
2 Last Date and Time of Submi- |17.01.2014 at 18:00 hrs.

ssion of Technical and Financial

https://etender.wb.nic.in.

only on website.

Tender forms and other details can be obtained from Website :

Further Corrigendum and addendum, if issued, will be published

MANAGING DIRECTOR

(Amitava Banerjee)

1912/103
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WANTED an Asstt. Teacher of

Sanskrit (M.A.), preferably
trained from S.T. Category,
against Deputation Vacancy
for Godapiasal M.G.M. High
School, P.O. - Godapiasal,
Dist. - Paschim Medinipur.
Apply to Secretary within ten
days with two sets of testimo-
nials.

(D9030)

SABUJ B.Ed. College Iocated

at Vill. + P.O.
Nandakumarpur, P.S. -
Raidighi, Dist.: 24 Pgs.(S),

Pin - 743349, W.B., invites
applicants for appointment in
the following posts : A. (a)
Lecturer (Foundation Course)
: Master's Degree in Science /
Humanities / Arts with 55%
marks, M.Ed. with 55%
marks; or M.A. in Education
with 55% marks; B.Ed. with
55% marks; (b) Lecturer
(Methodology Course) : M.Ed.
with 55% marks and Master's
in Beng./ Eng. / Maths. /
Physics / Chem. / Hist. / Geo.
/ Pol. Sc. / Bio-Sc. /
Economics with 55% marks;
(c) Lecturer (Art Education) :
Master's in Fine Arts /
Performing Arts; (d) Physical
Education : M.P. Ed. (iii)
Technical Staff : B.L.I.S. with
55% marks (1 post for each
sub.), (i) Principal (1 post) : a.
Academic & professional
qualification will be as pre-
scribed for the post of
Lecturer; & Ph.D. in
Education; 10 yrs. teaching
experience out of which at
least 5 yrs. teaching experi-
ence in a Secondary Teacher
Education Institute; B. Salary
will be provided as per Govt.
norms; C. Candidates should
submit their application along
with 1 attested copy of each
testimonial & 1 copy of pass-
port-sized recent coloured
photograph at Sabuj Sangha,
30/9, Rajdanga Main Road
(East), Narkel Bagan, Kolkata
- 700107, Or : Vill. & P.O.-
Nandakumarpur, P.S. -
Raidighi, Dist. - 24 Pgs. (S),
Pin - 743349. Last date of
application : 27.12.2013.
(D9031)

I, SAHEB Saddam Hossain,

R/o. Vill. - Kismat
Brahmangram, P.O. -
Kalyanpur, P.S. - Bagnan,

Dist. - Howrah, Pin - 711303,
W.B., shall henceforth be
known as Sk. Saddam
Hossain, vide affidavit sworn
in the Court of Ld. Judicial
Magistrate (1st Class) at
Alipore on 12.12.2013.
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E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tenders are being invited by the S.E., PW.D., NBCC-Il, Jalpaiguri,
for the following works, details of which may be had from this office
during the office hours or at http://etender.wb.nic.in
Tend Ref Nos.: WBPWD/SE/NBCC-II/NIT-39/2013-2014/1,
WBPWD/SE/NBCC-II/NIT-40/2013-2014/1 & WBPWD/SE/NBCC-
11/NIT-41/2013-2014/1.
Name of works:
1. Maintenance work of Nagrakata-Thaljhora Road from 1.00 Kmp
to 5.50 Km etc. (under 13th F.C.).
2. Construction of bridge over River Talma at 27th Km of Jalpaiguri-
Fatapukur via Rangdhamali Road etc.
3. Construction of mother and child hub (G+4) storied building at
Dist. Hospital Jalpaiguri etc.
Estt. Amounts are: Rs. 58,21,905, Rs. 3,51,09,973 & Rs.
8,56,74,704 subsequently.
Last date of downloading/submission of tenders: 29-12-2013, 1-
00 p.m. for SI-1; 30-12-2013, 1-00 p.m. for SI. 2 & 3.
Eligibility: Enlisted Class | (R & B) contractors of P.W.D., bona fide
outsider & as per G.O. for SI. 1 & bona fide outsider & as per G.O.
for SI. 2 & 3.
Credential @ 40% of Estt. Amount in similar jobs.

SOUTH DUM DUM MUNICIPALITY

Nager Bazar, Kolkata-74

Notice Inviting Tender
T/N-461/12/2013 Dt.: 16-12-2013
Sealed tenders are invited from bona fide, resourceful, experienced, enlisted
contractors for executing the water works in South Dum Dum Municipal areas.
Details description of works and other relevant information regarding the tender
is given in the Tender Notice Board of the Office of South Dum Dum
Municipality.
Last date for purchasing of tender documents: 19th December to
23rd December, 2013.
Last date for dropping of the tender documents: 26th December, 2013.
Tenders will be opened on 26th December, 2013 at 3-30 p.m. at the Chamber of
Chairperson or at Board Room. All bidders are requested to present themselves at
the time mentioned above. Any changes of time, place & date to be informed
through Notice Board. Bidders are also requested to report on the day at
Accountant's Chamber first at least half an hour before the schedule date & time.
The Chairperson reserved the right to accept or reject any tender without giving
any reason. All bidders are requested to attend at the time of opening the
tender documents.

Anjana Rakshit
Chairperson
South Dum Dum Municipality

SOUTH DUM DUM MUNICIPALITY
Nager Bazar, Kolkata-74

Notice Inviting Tender
T/N-464/12/2013 Dt.: 16-12-2013
Sealed tenders are invited from bona fide, resourceful, experienced, enlisted
contractors for executing the electrical works in South Dum Dum Municipal
areas. Details description of works and other relevant information regarding the
tender is given in the Tender Notice Board of the Office of South Dum Dum
Municipality.

Last date for purchasing of tender documents: 20th December to
24th December, 2013.
Last date for dropping of the tender documents: 27th December, 2013.
Tenders will be opened on 27th December, 2013 at 3-30 p.m. at the Chamber of
Chairperson or at Board Room. All bidders are requested to present themselves at
the time mentioned above. Any changes of time, place & date to be informed
through Notice Board. Bidders are also requested to report on the day at
Accountant's Chamber first at least half an hour before the schedule date & time.
The Chairperson reserved the right to accept or reject any tender without giving
any reason. All bidders are requested to attend at the time of opening the
tender documents.
Anjana Rakshit
Chairperson
South Dum Dum Municipality
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Sealed tenders are hereby
invited from the bona fide
contractor vide 06/2013-
14/MSDP Dt. 09-12-2013
last date & time of applica-
tion: 10-01-2014 up to 3-00
p.m.
Other details may be seen
from the office Notice Board
of the undersigned.
Sd/-
Block Development Officer
Phansidewa Development
Block
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Phansi Darjeeling

Separate sealed tenders
are invited by the under-
signed on behalf of the
Governor of West Bengal
for the following works.
N.L.T. No. 22/2013-14 of
E.E. (A-M), Cooch Behar.
Nature of work: Supply &
delivery of spare parts &
misc. materials for mainte-
nance of RLI schemes
under Cooch Behar (A-M)
Division. Last date of appli-
cation for purchase of
Tender Documents: 06-01-
2014. Details in this context
may be had from the office
of the undersigned on any
working day between 11-30
a.m. and 4-00 p.m.

Executive Engineer (A-M)
Cooch Behar (Agri-Mech)

Division
Cooch Behar
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KOLKATA | NEW DELHI | SILIGURI | BHUBANESWAR

OUTDOORS

Forecast: Morning
mist. Later, clear sky.
Rainfall N1
TEMPERATURE
Max: 27.6 (+1)

Min: 13.3 (-1)
HUMIDITY

P7

RAHUL
BATTLES
TO STAY
AFLOAT

cCM
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RE-ELECTEDAS

AFTER SEALING HARD-FOUGHT DEAL

P10

Max: 94 % IMin:34 %
SUNRISE

06:10 hrs

SUNSET

16:56 hrs

THUMBNAILS

Commuters travel on a foggy
morning in New Delhi on
December 17, 2013. The city
experienced a dense foggy
morning for the second consec-
utive day with low visibility
affecting road, rail and air
traffic. = AFP

Death sentence: Ker-
alaHCupheld adeath
sentence awarded to
aman accused of push-
ing a woman out of a
train after rape. P4

Ganguly case: Union
home ministry start-
ed talks with the law
ministry on demands
for Justice (rtd) Gan-
guly’sremoval. P3

Defence land: The
Centre has decided
that all defence lands
will be physically sur-
veyed and mapped
before the end of 2014.

Telangana Bill: The
expression of viewson
the Telangana Bill will
start in the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly on
Wednesday. P4

RTI ambit: A House
panel has backed the
Centre’sbid toamend
the RTT Act to nullify
a CIC order bringing
political parties und-
erthe RTT'sambit. P2
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INDIAHITS BACKAT USA

GOVT STRIPS AMERICAN DIPLOMATS OF PRIVILEGES, WITHDRAWS AIRPORT PASSES

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, 17 December

The diplomatic row between
India and the USA over the
treatment meted out to Ms
Devyani Khobragade,
India’s deputy consul gen-
eral in New York, who was
arrested and handcuffed in
the USA last week, worsened
today, as new details emerged
that she was also subjected
to both strip and cavity
searches and kept in a cell
along with drug addicts.
Indiaresponded sharply
by withdrawing airport
passes for all US diplomatic
staff and has also asked for
salary details of all Indians
employed in US consulates.
External Affairs Minis-
ter Mr Salman Khurshid
earlier in the day said: “It
is completely unacceptable...
‘We have put in motion what
we believe will be an effec-
tive way to address this
issue and protect her dig-
nity... Everything that can
be done, will be done.”
The government has
asked all US Consulate per-
sonnel and their families to
turn in their ID cards imme-
diately which will “now be
downgraded on par with
with what the US provides
to our Consulates there”,
sources said. Key informa-
tionsuch as salaries paid to
all Indian staff employed at
the consulates and by Con-
sulate officers and families
including as domestic helps
has also been sought, apart
from visa and other details
of all teachers in US schools
and pay and bank accounts
of Indians in these schools.
The government has also
stopped all import clear-
ances, including for liquor
for the US embassy. Also, the

Policemen watch as a bulldozer removes a barricade in front of the US Embassy in New Delhi on 17 December, 2013.
India launched a series of reprisals against the USA over a diplomat's arrest in New York. =AFP

traffic barricades near the
US embassy have been lift-
ed except the picket.

The 39-year-old Khobra-
gade, posted as Deputy Con-
sul General in New York, was
arrested last week on visa
fraud charges as she was
dropping her daughter to
school. She was released
on a $250,000 bond after
pleading not guilty in court.

The USA tonight said it
is reviewing the circum-
stances surrounding the
arrest to ensure that all
appropriate procedures were
followed and every oppor-
tunity for courtesy was
extended, while terming it

n “isolated” episode.

Asked about the matter,
US State Department deputy
spokesperson Marie Harf
did not deny that the diplo-
mat was made to go through
the searches but maintained
“standard procedures” were
followed during her arrest.

Indian leaders refuse
tomeet US delegations

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, 17 December

Home Minister Sushil
Kumar Shinde today can-
celled his meeting with a
senior US Congressional
delegation ostensibly as a
mark of protestagainstthe
treatment meted out to
India's Deputy Consul Gen-
eral in New York.
However, Home Ministry
officials said Mr Shinde is
busy in Parliament and,
hence, he will not be in a posi-
tion to meet the American
delegation. The Home Min-
ister's programme, which
was prepared last evening,
had clearly mentioned the
scheduled meeting at 1700
hours. Officials said the

HC pulls up govt for sittingon
HRC relief 1n Shiladitya case

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 December

Is the state human rights
commission a clock to be put
up on the wall and looked
at only? Is anyone raising
questions on pricerise tobe
branded as a terrorist?

Mr Justice Sanjib Baner-
jee today posed these ques-
tions to the government
counsel when the case of Mr
Shiladitya Choudhury not
getting compensation award-
ed by the WBHRC came up.

Mr Choudhury had been
arrested and remanded in
14 days' judicial custody

after he shouted at chief
minister Mamata Banerjee
atarally in Belpahari, Jhar-
gram, on 8 August, 2012 ask-
inghertoexplain why prices
of fertilisers soared. Miss
Banerjee at once branded
him as a Maoist.

The matter was taken to
the WBHRC and the full
Bench of the commission
awarded compensation
worth Rs 2 lakh to be paid
to Mr Choudhury by the state
government.

Mr Justice Banerjee
asked the government coun-
sel why the state hadn't yet
implemented the recom-

mendation.

Counsel pleaded Mr
Choudhury was facing
charges for "interfering"
with the work of police-
men on duty at the rally,
breaking the police cordon
to go near the chief minis-
ter and asking her about the
reasons of price rise.

The government had
sought time from the Ben-
gal human rights commis-
sion for paying the com-
pensation, he submitted.
The HC judge directed him
to present therelevant doc-
ument before the court
tomorrow.

DECISION ON DELHI GOVT FORMATION BY MONDAY

AAP at janata’s durbar

KRITI NATH JHA

kritikans@thestatesman.net
New Delhi, 17 December

Aam Aadmi Party con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal
today said AAP would go
to the people of Delhi to
elicit their views on for-
ming a government with
support from the Con-
gress and make the deci-
sion public next Monday.
This comes a day after
the Lieutenant Governor,
Mr Najeeb Jung, is said
to have recommended Pr-
esident's Rule in the sta-
te. The single largest par-
ty, the BJP, with 31 seats
and the single seat of al-
ly Shiromani Akali Dal,
had expressed inability
to form a government cit-
ing lack of numbers in
the 70-member assembly.
Mr Kejriwal said the
AAP would be distribut-

ing 25 lakh letters and
hold 200 jan sabhas to
seek public opinion on
taking support for gov-
ernment formation. He
said public opinion
would be sought until the
weekend, and a final
decision on government
formation would be
taken on 23 December.

In the open letter to
the public, AAP cited
the reasons why it was
not ready to take the sup-
port of BJP or Congress,
and asked people to
decide whether it should
form a government
despite its reservations.

Mr Kejriwal said peo-
ple's responses can be se-
nt by SMS or a call to
their IVRS number or
through the party’s web-
site or Facebook page.

Criticising both Con-
gress and BJP for spread-

ing false rumours, Mr
Kejriwal said, “AAP is
not running away from
government formation
and if people want the
party would form the
government in Delhi.”
The AAP, which won
28 seats, eight short of
the majority mark, had
last week written to both
the BJP and the Congr-
ess seeking their views
on its 18-point charter.
“The BJP did not even
bother to reply, and the
Congress said 16 points
on the charter were exec-
utive decisions and did
not require Congress su-

pport in the house, and
the party is committed to
the remaining two,” Mr
Kejriwal said, mocking
both parties.

AAP leaders view the
Congress offer of suppo-
rt with suspicion and
fear they are being set up
for a disaster. The offer is
seen as a strategy to for-
ce the hand of the party
that decimated it on the
promise of a clean gover-
nment and cheaper pow-
er and water bills, and
push it into forming a m-
inority government fac-
ed with a slew of unreal-
istic promises to fulfil.

Mr Kejriwal said some
leaders felt the AAP can
form the government
and do some two or three
‘good things’ before it is
toppled while others felt
that it should not assume
power at all.

meeting was cancelled this
morning. Lok Sabha Speak-
er Meira Kumar had yes-
terday cancelled her meet-
ing with the delegation as
she felt it was not “appro-
priate” to meet Parliamen-
tarians of the USA. Congress
vice-president Rahul Gand-
hialso cancelled ameeting
withaUS delegation toreg-
ister his protest.

National Security Advis-
er Shiv Shankar Menon,
who had a scheduled meet-
ing with a five-member US
team, did not meet them. In
Gujarat, Mr Narendra Modi,
too, refused to meet a visit-
ing US delegation in protest
against the ill treatment of
an Indian woman diplomat
in New York.

SC GIVES CBl
FREE HAND IN
SELECT CASES

New Delhi, 17 December: In a
significant ruling, the
Supreme Court today said
the government’s approval
is not required by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) to launch an
inquiry against a public
servant of joint secretary-
level and above in a court-
monitored investigation.
A three-judge Bench,
headed by Justice R M
Lodha, by itsmajority ver-
dict, said the Central gov-
ernment's prior sanction
under Section 6A of the
Delhi Special Police Estab-
lishment Act was not nec-
essary before a public ser-
vant could be proceeded
against. It clarified that
necessity of government
sanction had to be done
away with whenever the
court monitors the probe.
Inaconcurring order but
with different reasoning,
Justice Madan B Lokur,
too, held that no prior gov-
ernment sanction was
required to inquire into or
investigate a public servant.
The court said the
requirement of sanction
under the Delhi Police Spe-
cial Establishment Acthad
to be reconciled in court-
monitored probes since the
objective of fairness in inves-
tigation was achieved
through the court's orders.
The court passed the
order while hearingthe coal
blocks allocation case where
the issue regarding prior
sanction had come up. The
Centre had asserted that
its authority for granting
sanction could not be taken
away even in court-moni-
tored cases while CBI said
no such nod was required
when the probe was being
monitored by court. NS

CM K

ENVOY'S FATHER
MEETS SHINDE,
SEEKS JUSTICE

New Delhi, 17 December: Father
of IFS officer Devyani Kho-
bragade, whose arrest and
subsequent illtreatment in
the USA has sparked amajor
diplomatic dust-up, today
met Home Minister Sushil
Kumar Shinde who said the
needful will be done to pro-
vide justice to her.

“Yes, he met me. He told
me everything about the
incident. Immediately; I have
spoken to the concerned
people for action. She will
getjustice,” Mr Shinde told
reporters here.

The Home Minister was
speaking after Mr Uttam
Khobragade, father of India's
Deputy Consul General in
New York Devyani Kho-
bragade, met him seeking his
help for justice to her.

Mr Shinde is a former
Chief Minister of Maha-
rashtra and Mr Uttam Kho-
bragadeisaretired official
of the Maharashtra gov-
ernment.

Later, Mr Khobragade
said the Home Minister
assured him of the govern-
ment's full support to
Devyani,a 1999 batch IFS offi-
cer. He said the Home Min-
ister told him that the gov-
ernment was with the fam-
ily and Devyani has not
done anythingto be treated
like that.

“What was done was
absolutely atrocious and
she was discharging gov-
ernment duty,” Mr Kho-
bragade said. SIS

Lokpal Bill
passed in RS

DEEPAK RAZDAN

deepakrazdan@statesman.net
New Delhi, 17 December

Ending the chaos of the
past few days, the Rajya
Sabha today passed the
amended anti-corruption
Lokpal Bill after aday-long
meaty debate in which the
Opposition held on to its
doubts on some issues, while
the government responded
spontaneously in accepting
itsdemands on afew others.

The Bill, passed earlier
bytheLok Sabha, wastak-
en up by the Upper House
with recommendations from
its Select Committee, and wo-
uld now go before the Lok
Sabha again, tomorrow, for
its final approval. Rajya
Sabha Chairman Hamid
Ansari declared the Bill
passed after a voice-vote.

The Samajwadi Party
(SP), which disrupted pro-
ceedings in the House when
the Bill was being moved last
Friday, and created much
uncertainty for the legisla-
tion’s passage, today opted
tostage a walk-out today, and
let the debate go on.

Expressing his party’s
objections, Samajwadi
leader Ram Gopal Yadav
said the law to check cor-
ruption in high offices would
cause a situation of “non
decision-making” in the
government where senior
officials, entrusted with tak-
ingquick decisions in emer-
gencies, would dread putting
their signatures on files for
fear of being called later to
explain the decisions.

The Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Mr Arun Jaitley,
disagreeing with Mr Yadav,
said the law would in fact ref-
orm the officials’ function-
ing and “people would be
scared of taking wrongdeci-

Kapil Sibal

sions”. There was need for
such a law, he said, consid-
eringthe lowlevels of cred-
ibility to which political
functionaries had fallen.

Listing hisreservations
on the Bill, Mr Jaitley expr-
essed surprise at the pro-
posed official amendment
which provided for a hear-
ing to a “delinquent” pub-
lic servant before ordering
investigation against him.
Such a facility, he said,
would be unthinkable where
search and seizure operati-
ons were to be conducted ag-
ainst someonefacinga case
of disproportionate assets.

Law Minister Kapil Sibal,
who commended the Bill to
the House today; initially said
Mr Jaitley was correct but
there would be no such hear-
ing in search and seizure
cases. Helater brought for-
ward a changed formulation
of theamendment to say that
the hearing process would
not be allowed to “inter-
fere” with the search and
seizure proceedings.

The CPI-M, led by Mr
Sitaram Yechury, moved
an amendment for inclu-
sion of the private sector,
NGOs and public private
projects (PPP) intheBill’s
purview. After they insist-
ed on voting on the amend-
ment, despite Mr Sibal’s
assurance that the provision
was included in an amend-
ment proposed in the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act,
the CPI-M amendment was
rejected by 151 to 19 votes.
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They left aside politics to pass the Bill... I sincerely hope that

the Lokayukta Bill is passed (by states) within 365 days

LAW MINISTER KAPIL SIBAL
CONGRATULATING FELLOW MPS FOR PASSING THE LOKPAL BILL

india

THUMBNAILS

Noted actress and MP, Rekha,
going to the Parliament House
during the winter session in
Delhi on Tuesday. =sns

Parliament ruckus:
A member of the H-
indu Sena was deta-
ined inside parliament
premises because he
was creating ruckus
on the delay of the
passing of the Com-
munal Violence Bill,
police said. M

Rural service: MBBS
students applying for
admission to post-
graduate medical
courses from acade-
mic year 2015-16 will
have to undertake a
mandatory rural post-
ing at a public health
centre for one year, the
government said. Pl

Rape verdict: Aman
has been given a 10-
year prison term by a
Delhi court forraping
a girl who was forced
into the flesh trade
with two others after
they were lured to the
city on the pretext
being given jobs. Pl

Radia case: A senior
executive of a lead-
ingnewspaper group
has been examined by
CBI, recently in con-
nection with inter-
cepted conversations
of NiiraRadia. Sources
withheld the name of
the executive. Ll

Sahitya awards:
Sahitya Akademi would
announce the names
of the winners for the
annual awards on
‘Wednesday It announces
its awards annually
for books of outstanding
meritin24Indianlan-
guages. 4]

Monuments in dan-
ger: Chandresh Kumari
Katoch, Minister of
Culture, said that out
of 3678 centrally pro-
tected monuments
there were encroach-
ments on 278, across
23 circles (regions) of
the country. |

Rana surrenders, sent
to 14-day custody

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Muzaffarnagar, 17 December

After evading arrest for
more than three months,
Bahujan Samaj Party MP
Kadir Rana, wanted for his
role in the Muzaffarnagar
communal riots, surren-
dered before a local court
here today.

Chief Judicial Magis-
trate K P Singh sent Rana
to 14-day judicial custody. His
bail application would be
heard tomorrow.

Earlier, the court had
issued non-bailable war-
rantsagainst 16 politicians
including Rana.

He was among the politi-
ciansfacingarrest for incit-
ing communal clashes in
Muzaffarnagar and adjoin-
ingareas in September this
year that claimed more than
60 lives and displaced over
40,000 people.

Mr Rana was booked for
his alleged hate speech in
Khalapar area of thecity on
30 August, when public gath-
erings were banned by the
authorities after three young
men wereKilled duetoa com-

BOOKED

He was among the

politicians facing
arrest for inciting com-
munal clashes in
Muzaffarnagar

Rana was booked

for his alleged hate
speech in Khalapar
area on 30 August,
when public gather-
ings were banned

munal dispute in Kawal vil-
lage in the district on 27
August.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Muzaffarnagar had been
missingever since the riots
broke out on 7 September.

Mr Rana left the Sama-
jwadi Party in 2007 to join
Rashtriya Lok Dal and then
switched to Bahujan Samaj
Party in 2009.

There are a total of four
criminal cases against him,
including murder, attempt
to murder and robbery.

COMMUNALVIOLENCEBILL
WILL BE OPPOSED: RAJNATH

RE-JIGGED LEGISLATION LIKELY TO BE TABLED IN RAJYA SABHATODAY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 December

Asserting that the Com-
munal Violence Bill will
create bitterness among
people, BJP president Raj-
nath Singh today said his
party would oppose it in
Parliamentas well as outside.

“The Communal Vio-
lence Bill will damage the
social fabric of the country.
It will create bitterness
among people. We cannot
accept it under any cir-
cumstances. BJP will oppose
the Bill in Parliament as well
as outside,” Mr Singh told
reporters here.

The 'Prevention of Com-
munal and Targeted Vio-
lence (Access to Justice and
Reparations) Bill', 2013, was
yesterday cleared by the

Hazaretobreakfasttoday

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Ralegan Siddhi, 17 December

Fasting for the last eight
days, Anna Hazare today
thanked the parties which
helped pass the Lokpal Bill
in the Rajya Sabha and
appealed to the members of
the Lok Sabha to ensure
smooth passage of the leg-
islation tomorrow after
which he will call off hisfast.

Afrail-looking but joyous
Mr Hazare vigorously waved
the national tricolour and
chanted Bharat Mata Ki
Jai and Vande Mataram as
he celebrated the passage of
the Bill in the Upper House.

“This (passing of the
Bill) isarevolutionary step.
In the last 40 years the Bill
was introduced eight times
but never passed,” Mr Haz-

are, who along with former
Army Chief Gen VK Singh
and former IPS officer Ki-
ran Bediremained glued to
the TV, said addressing a
gathering of supporters
after the Bill was passed.

“Ithank all parties, every-
body who supported the Bill
inthe Rajya Sabha with the
exception of SamajwadiPa-
rty. Ialso appeal to members
of the Lok Sabhato passthe
Bill tomorrow. This Bill is
not Anna's demand alone, the
country wants it,” the 76-
year-old anti-graft cam-
paigner said.Mr Hazare said
he would break his fast after
the Lok Sabha passes the leg-
islation tomorrow of which
he was confident.

The celebrations began
even as the Upper House
readied for a vote on the

much-talked about Bill, with
Mr Hazare waving the
national flag as his sup-
portersbroke intoajigtothe
tune of popular Hindi film
song Dil Diya Hai Jaan Bhi
Denge, E Vatan Tere Liye.

Kejriwal account ‘faked’:
Aam Aadmi Party conven-
er Arvind Kejriwal today
claimed somebody had faked
his Twitter account and was
posting comments against
Anna Hazare.

The AAP leader said he
can't speak ill about Hazare,
whom herevered as afather
figure. “I can never think of
criticising Anna. Somebody
had faked my Twitter acc-
ount and posted comments
against him,” he said, adding
he has filed a complaint
with the cyber-crimes cell.

Union Cabinet after removal
of certain provisions, reduc-
ingtheroleof the Centre in
handling of riots and mak-
ingitneutral between com-
munities.

After the Cabinet cleared
the revamped Bill, the Union
Home Minister, Mr Sushil
Kumar Shinde, had said
the government would try
to table the Bill on Tuesday.
However, it could not be
tabled today and is likely to
be tabled tomorrow in the
Upper House.

The BJP's Prime Minis-
terial candidate Mr Naren-
dra Modi has also expressed
opposition to the Bill. He had
written to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh some days
back, saying, “Communal
Violence Bill is ill-conceived,
poorly drafted and a recipe

for disaster.” He had also
written to the chief minis-
ters of different states ask-
ing them to oppose the Bill.

The Bill, in its initial
avatar, had mentioned that
the onus of riots would be
on the majority communi-
ty. However, after much
hue and cry by BJP and
some other parties, this pro-
vision was amended and
hasnow been made neutral
between all groups or com-
munities.

In the wake of appre-

The Bill will damage
the social fabric of the
country. It will create
bitterness among
people

RAJNATH SINGH

hensions over the proposed
law, government sources
had earlier claimed that the
Bill would not adversely af-
fect the federal structure of
the country and the Central
government's role would la-
rgely be of coordination
and it would act only when
the state sought help.
Under the amended Bill,
the Union government will
not have any overriding
powers anywhere. “If the
state government is of the
opinion that assistance of the

ENVELOPING MIST [

Labourers work on railway tracks on a foggy morning in New Delhi on Tuesday. The city experienced a dense foggy
morning for the second consecutive day, which also disrupted flight operations at IGl airport for over four hours. = AFp

Parl panel backs passage of Bill tonegate CIC order
SACRED COWS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 17 December

A parliamentary panel has
supported the Central gov-
ernment's bid toamend the
Right to Information (RTI)
Acttonullify a Central Info-
rmation Commission (CIC)
order bringing political par-
tiesunder the RTI's ambit.

The Standing Committee
on the department of per-
sonnel, public grievance,
law and justice, in itsreport
tabled in Parliament today,
endorsed the RTI (Amend-
ment) Bill 2013 that seeks to
specifically provide that
political parties are not “pu-
blicauthorities” and hence
donot come under the RTT's
purview. “The committee
considers the proposed

The Right to Infor-

mation (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2013, was
introduced in the Lok
Sabha in August this
year

The Central Infor-

mation Commis-
sion order had termed
Congress, BJP, BSP,
NCP, CPI and CPI-M as
political authorities

MP Anu Aga, diss-

enting from the
panel’s recommendat-
ions, said political par-
ties should be consid-
ered public authorities.

amendment is a right step
toaddress the issue once and
for all. The committee, there-
fore, recommends for pass-
ingof the Bill,” the panel said
in its report.

The Right to Informa-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2013,
introduced in the Lok Sabha
in August this year, seeks to
insert an explanation in
Section 2 of the Act which
states that any association

or body of individuals reg-
istered or recognised as
political party under the
Representation of the Peo-
ple Act, 1951, will not be con-
sidered a public authority.

Attorney-General G E
Vahanvati who deposed
before the committee was
“apprehensive” that the pro-
posed amendment would
not sustain the test of judi-
cial scrutiny as it was “cre-

ating a class within a class
without having any con-
sideration to the principle
of intelligable differentia
having reasonable nexus
with objective of the Act.”

Law Secretary, Mr B A
Agarwal, on the other hand,
was of the view that it was
“quite sustainable” since
Parliament has legislative
competence to override the
CIC’s order.

‘Balioutcomenotto
impact food security’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 December

The outcome of Bali WTO
meeting will not impact
India's food security pro-
gramme, Commerce and
Industry Minister Anand
Sharma informed Parlia-
ment today even as the BJP
expressed “serious reser-
vation” on the trade deal.

“...nothing in the afore-
said agreement impinges
on our food security pro-
gramme for the poor and vul-
nerable sections of society,
which is very much part of
our sovereign space,” Mr
Sharma said.

Developed countrieslike

the US and Canada have
raised concerns over India's
food security plan saying that
the stock piling of food-
grains under the programme
may distort the global agri-
cultural commodity prices.
As soon as Mr Sharma
finished reading out the
statement after the votingon
Lokpal Bill in the Rajya
Sabha, BJP's Ravi Shankar
Prasad said his party has
“serious reservation about
the whole (Bali) negotia-
tions)”. He said the Leader
of the Opposition in the
House and his senior col-
league, Mr Arun Jaitley
wanted to ask several ques-
tions on the trade talks.

Central government is
required for controlling the
communal violence, it may
seek the assistance of the
Central government to
deploy armed forces of the
Union for such purposes,”
the amended Bill says,
whereas earlier the Centre
had powers to send central
paramilitary forces during
the outbreak of communal
violence without consulting
the state.

Devyani case: The BJP
president said his party
strongly condemned the
treatment meted out to Indi-
an diplomat Devyani Kho-
bragade by the United States.

Addressing the Teacher's
cell at the party headquar-
ters here, Mr Singh also
criticised the politicisation
of education system in India.

‘RAHUL GANDHI
AMISFIT FOR
POST OF PM

Chandigarh, 17 December:
Terming Congress leader; Mr
Rahul Gandhi, an “inexpe-
rienced and immature polit-
ical leader”, Punjab Chief
Minister (CM) Mr Parkash
Singh Badal today said that
Mr Gandhi iss a complete
‘misfit’ for the coveted post
of Prime Minister of the
country.

Speakingtoreporters in
Moga, the CM said Mr Gand-
hiwas incapable of running
the affairs of the Union
government and the coun-
try would be ruined if an
inexperienced person like
him becomes its Prime Min-
ister. Equating Mr Gandhi
with a novice driver, Mr
Badal said that the country’s
bus would certainly meet
with an accident if a person
like the ‘Nehru-Gandhi
scion’ was driving it.

He said that the nation-
al vice-president of Con-
gress hardly has any admin-
istrative experience as he
had neither beenaminister
nor held any other public
office, but unfortunately in
the dearth of any other
capable leader, the Congress
leaders' wish to make him
the Prime Minister of the
country was nothing but a
day dream.

The CM further said that
he was sure that Gujarat CM,
Mr Narendra Modi, would
become the next Prime Min-
ister of the country, as the
citizens were eagerly wait-
ingto elect an able and effi-
cient administrator like
him for this coveted post. Si§

TENDER

1st Corrigendum

/' BID ID No. SE-SCC-LCB-03/2013-14

-2

Appendix ‘A’ (Refer GE Panagarh letter
No. 8300-583/02/E8. Dt.: Dec., 2013)
1. Garrison Engineer, Panagarh, Military Engineer Services, District:
Burdwan (WB), invites applications by the date from enlisted MES, PWD,
CPWD and Railway Contractors of the appropriate class for issue of tender
forms for the following works:

Appendix ‘A’ (Refer GE Panagarh letter
No. 8300-586/02/E8. Dt.: Dec., 2013)
1. Garrison Engineer, Panagarh, Military Engineer Services, District:
Burdwan (WB), invites applications by the date from enlisted MES, PWD,
CPWD and Railway Contractors of the appropriate class for issue of tender
forms for the following works:

In partial modification to above bid the following changes are made:

1. The date & time of opening of Technical Bid - dt. 30-12-2013 at 11-00 a.m. at SI. Name of work Estimated Class & | Eamest | Last da!_e Cost of tender Sl. Name of work Estimated Class & | Earnest| Last dat_e Cost of tender
Liaison Office, BLB, RIP, Unit-8, Delta, Bhubaneswar. No. ISSR Category | Money | of submi- No. I/SSR Category | Money | of submi-
2. Submission & verification of original documents - from 15-00 hrs. on dt. Cost for MES ssion of Cost for MES ssion of
27-12-2013 to 11-00 hrs. of dt. 30-12-2013 during office hours at O/o the enlisted applica- enlisted applica-
Superintending Engineer, Sukinda Canal Circle, Sukinda & O/o the Liaison (Rs. in lakh) | contractor (Rs.) tion (Rs. in lakh) | contractor (Rs.) tion
Officer, BLB, RIP, Unit-8, Delta, Bhubaneswar.
3. All other terms & conditions of the said e-Procurement Notice & Bid ID No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 - 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 n
remains unchanged. 1. | SPL. REPAIRS TO TRANS- 14.00 E ‘D (i) 28,000 | 26-12-13 ga) RS-;%O mthz 1. | SPL. REPAIRS TO BLDG. NO. 14.00 E‘a (iy/ | 28,000 | 26-12-13 ;a) Rs.fSODO in thz
Superintending Engil FORMERS 1600 KVA & 1000 orm of Deman A/R/39 & A/R/41 OR MD. o (i orm of Deman
"s".fiﬁﬁdi"c!‘,?a. Sﬁi}:"’ KVA AT POWER HOUSE NO.-II Draft in favour of ACCN. AT ‘D’ CAMP PANA- ® Draft in favour of
1&PR32217/11/0006/1314 Sukinda AREA AT PANAGARH UNDER GE  Panagarh GARH UNDER GE PANAGARH GE  Panagarh
GE PANAGARH. issued by SBI issued by SBI
2. | SPL REPAIRS AND IMPROVE. 14.00 E‘a (i Branches, Branches,
. - X @ () / | 28000 | 261213 | okl ” o ogi 2. | SPL REPAIRS TO BLDG. NO. 14.00 Ea ()/ | 28000 | 26-1218 | o ooie” ot spi
MENT TO BLDG. NO. A/10/20 b (i) Panagarh. AIN/1 TO A/IN/3 OR MD. ACCN. 0] B,
- & BLDG. NO. C/13/125 AT MH (Codeg No. 3676) AT ‘D' CAMP PANAGARH S dgN 3676
PANAGARH UNDER GE (b) Rs. 555, if DD UNDER GE PANAGARH. (b°Re 5‘;-5 . D)D
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA : MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS PANAGARH. is issued other :s) isss.ued VL!)ther
DIRECTORATE GENERAL ASSAM RIFLES : SHILLONG-10 e ——— : than SBI branch- than SBI branch-
X 3. . NO. 14.00 E‘a (i) 28,000 | 26-12-13 |es payable at SBI 3. | SPL REPAIRS TO BLDG. NO. 14.00 E‘a’ (i) / | 28,000 | 26-12-13 |es payable at SBI
RE-FLOATATION TENDER NOTICE Al & AT OR 1D, ACON. o g payable al SB) SPL REPAIRS TO BLDG. NO. o g5 payablo at Bl
Sealed tenders are hereby invited under two bid system AT ‘D' CAMP PANAGARH meet  clearance UNDER GE PANAGARH. meet  clearance
Y Y UNDER GE PANAGARH
by the Directorate General Assam Rifles, Laitkor, Shillong - ) charges. charges.

10 on behalf of the President of the Union of India from
manufacturers or their authorised distributors or traders or 2.
dealers( holding valid distributorship certificate issued by the
Manufacturer)with valid licence issued by the State Govt/
District Administration for supply of Hygiene & chemical items
under schedule No. 16 (B) to Assam Rifles for the year 2014-
15 as per terms and conditions mentioned at this Directorate
Tender Notice No. Q-Dry/H&C/Sch-16(B)/2014-15/498 dated
16 Dec 2013 which is available on Assam Rifles website
www.assamrifies.gov.in. The tender will be received upto
1100 hours on 17 Jan 2014 and technical bid tender will be
opened at 1105 hours on the same day.

Sd/-xxxx

(Arun Kumar) 3.
Commandant

Commandant (Q)

for Director General Assam Rifles
on behalf of the President of India.

Q-Dry/H&C/Sch-16(B)/2014-15/498 Dated : 16 Dec 2013

security with any of the

STAR-AD

Application for issue of tender shall be accompanied with the cost of tender in
the form of Demand Draft/Bankers Cheque as mentioned above against each
from any Nationalized / Scheduled Bank in favour of GE, Panagarh. Demand
Draft/Bankers Cheque shall be obtained by the contractor on or after date
of this Notice Inviting tender. Cost of tender shall be non-refundable if tender
documents are issued to applicant / contractor as approved by the Accepting
Officer. Contractor not enlisted with MES are required to meet enlistment crite-
ria of MES with regard to having satisfactorily completed requisite value of
works, annual turnover, working capital, fixed assets etc. and no recovery out-
standing in Govt. Dept. Earnest Money in favour of GE, Panagarh along with
tender is required to be forwarded by those contractors who have no standing

MES formations.

The above information in details are also available on MES website:
www.mes.gov.in and Indian Trade Journal. Full Notice of tender IAFW-2162 &
Enlistment criteria is available in all offices of MES and also on MES website.
Sidaray Patil

Maj.

Garrison Engineer

security with any of the

STAR-AD

2. Application for issue of tender shall be accompanied with the cost of tender in
the form of Demand Draft/Bankers Cheque as mentioned above against each
from any Nationalized / Scheduled Bank in favour of GE, Panagarh. Demand
Draft/Bankers Cheque shall be obtained by the contractor on or after date
of this Notice Inviting Tender. Cost of tender shall be non-refundable if tender
documents are issued to applicant / contractor as approved by the Accepting
Officer. Contractor not enlisted with MES are required to meet enlistment crite-
ria of MES with regard to having satisfactorily completed requisite value of
works, annual turnover, working capital, fixed assets etc. and no recovery out-
standing in Govt. Dept. Earnest Money in favour of GE, Panagarh along with
tender is required to be forwarded by those contractors who have no standing

MES formations.

3. The above informations in details are also available on MES website:
www.mes.gov.in and Indian Trade Journal. Full Notice of tender IAFW-2162 &
Enlistment criteria is available in all offices of MES and also on MES website.

Sidaray Patil

Maj.

Garrison Engineer
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After the SCruling it is completely illegal...

CM K

Why does not India arrest them?

BJP LEADER YASHWANT SINHA
DEMANDING THAT INDIA PUNISH US DIPLOMATS WITH SAME SEX COMPANIONS
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GANGULY CASE: GOVT
EXAMINES OPTIONS

UNDER-FIRE EX-JUDGE SEEKS FOUR WEEKS' TIME FROMNCW

Sikh devotees offer prayers at
the Golden Temple on a foggy
morning in Amritsar on 17
December, 2013. Seasonal heavy
fog and cold weather

disturbed train, bus and air
schedules in northern India as
temperatures dipped towards
freezing point. = AFP

Widow beaten: A 40-
year-old widow was
brutally beaten up and
tied toapole by her in-
laws over a property
dispute near a tem-
ple in Narsinghpura
village of Chittorgarh
district, police said
on Tuesday. |

ATM thieves: With
thearrest of four peo-
ple on Tuesday, the
Thane police claimed
to have successfully
solved a ATM break-
inat Union Bank ATM
centre in Kalher; between
Thane and Bhiwan-
di. m

Tunda bail: Top LeT
expert Abdul Karim
Tunda, one of the 20
terrorists India had
asked Pakistan tohand
over after26/11, on Tues-
day moved a Delhi
court seeking bail in
the 1997 Sadar Bazar
blasts case. M

IIT site: The land
acquisition for the per-
manentsite of Indian
Institute of Informa-
tion Technology (IIIT)
near LGBI Airportat
Guwahati here has
been almost complet-
ed, said an Assam gov-
ernment official. Pl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 17 December

The Home Ministry today
started consultations with
the Law Ministry on the
issue of demands for
removal of former Supreme
Courtjudge A K Ganguly;, fac-
ingsexual harassmentalle-
gations, from the chair-
manship of the West Bengal
Human Rights Commission.
The consultations began
after President President
Pranab Mukherjee referred
to the Home Ministry a let-
ter by West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
seeking further action.
Miss Banerjee has sought
removal of Ganguly as the
chairman of the state human
rights commission after
allegations of sexually
harassingalaw intern sur-
faced against him. The Ben-
gal Chief Minister had last
week written a second let-

MAKING A CASE

If legal opinions suggest that prima facie a
case can be made out, the government
may suggest to the Supreme Court to consti-
tute a committee to go into the allegations
against Ganguly and give its recommendations.

The government will also look into the
issue whether a criminal case can be
filed against Ganguly by Delhi Police.

ter to the President seeking
“urgent appropriate action”
against Ganguly.
According to Section 23
of the Human Rights Act, the
chairperson or any other
member of the State Com-
mission shall only be
removed from his office by
order of the Presidenton the
ground of “proved misbe-
haviour or incapacity” after
the Supreme Court inquiry.
The apex court will carry
out the inquiry on a refer-
ence beingmade to it by the
President in accordance

with laid down procedure.
If the court reports that
the chairperson or such
other member, as the case
may be, ought on any such
ground to be removed, the
report would be sent to Cab-
inet which would advise
the President accordingly.
The President has now
referred the matter to the
Home Ministry which will
advise the future course of
action against Ganguly who
has been found guilty of
“unwelcome conduct of sex-
ual nature” by a Supreme Co-

ASI arrested for attempt to molest

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Chandigarh, 17 December

On the day Indiamarked the
firstanniversary of the infa-
mous Delhi gang rape in
which a 23-year-old para-
medic student was raped by
six men in a bus, a Punjab
Police assistant sub-inspec-
tor (ASI) was arrested on
Monday on charges of
attempting to molest a girl
in a bus.

This was after the victim,
travelling in a state-run bus
plying between Chandigarh
and Jalandhar, called her
family over the phone to seek
police help.

After being alerted by
Jalandhar police, the senior
superintendent of police,
Ropar, Mr Ravcharan Singh
Brarrushed his pilot car to
intercept the bus and rescue
the girl. The ASI, Baljinder
Singh, has been arrested

under sections 354 and 354-
D of the IPC. He is the
incharge of the naka at
Mataur in SAS Nagar
(Mohali) district.

Police sources said the
victim boarded the bus from
Chandigarhto Jalandhar at
4pm. Theaccused ASIin uni-
form also boarded the bus
from there and sat on the
seat next to the girl even as
many other seats were lying
unoccupied. Thereafter, he
allegedly started making
vulgar comments and tried
to press against the girl.
After the girl complained to
the bus staff, they request-
ed the ASItochangehisseat

but he refused to budge.

When the bus reached
Kurali, about 20 kilometres
from Chandigarh, the vic-
tim called up members of her
family, who then lodged a
complaint with the Jaland-
har control room mention-
ing theregistration number
of the bus.

The information was con-
veyed to SSP Ropar whose
pilot car intercepted the
bus near Ropar’s old bus
stand, about 40 kilometres
from Chandigarh.

The deputy superinten-
dent of police Mr HS Atwal,
who also reached the
spot, said the ASI was very
drunk.

When the girl made the
calltoherrelatives, the AST
allegedly boasted of his
post, stating that she could
complain to anybody but
nobody could harm him,
Mr Atwal added.

urt-appointed judges panel.

Meanwhile, in Kolkata,
Justice Ganguly reacted
angrily to media questions
why he has not resigned
from his post. “Thatisnone
of your business,” he said.

Justice Ganguly is also
said to have sought four
weeks time torespond to the
query of the National Com-
mission for Women (NCW)
which had asked him to
explain his stand on the
entire episode.

The NCW had taken suo
motu cognizance of the inci-
dent and wrote to him on 5
December asking him to pro-
vide his version of the inci-
dent. He claims to have
received the letter on 10
December. The NCW, how-
ever, said that Mr Justice
Ganguly hasfurther insist-
ed that "the interim report
of the Supreme Court does-
n'tfallunder the jurisdiction
of NCW".

MAQISTS

Raipur, 17 December: TWoO
Maoists, includinga woman,
surrendered before police in
the Maoist-hit Narayanpur
district of Chhattisgarh
today, police said.

The ultras from Mad
region in south Bastar fled
from their camp early this
morning and surrendered
as they were disappointed
by the alleged high-hand-
edness of the senior cadres,
Narayanpur Additional
Superintendent of Police
O P Sharma told P77 here
today. The duo, identified as
Joga Naresh Markam (28)
and the female cadre- Fagni
Mandavi (35), were the local
commander rank cadres of
Mad region.

“The reason cited by
them for leaving the move-
ment was exploitation of
lower rank cadres by the
seniors,” he said. i

SC relief for Taslima

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 December

In arelief to controversial
Bangladeshi author Taslima
Nasrin, the Supreme Court
today asked Uttar Pradesh
Police not to take any coer-
cive action against her in
connection with an FIR
lodged by Muslim cleric
Maulana Taugeer Raza Khan
alleging that her Twitter
posts insulted “religious”
beliefs.

“Issue notice. In the mean-
time, no coercive action be
taken,” a Bench headed by
Mr Justice BS Chauhan said
after brief arguments
advanced by senior advocate
KK Venugopal on behalf of
the author that the issue per-
tains to human rights and
her interest be safeguarded.

Seeking response from
the UP administration, the
Bench, however, made it
clear that sofar as the quash-
ing of FIR is concerned,
this plea cannot be enter-
tained at this stage.

It also said that the plea
seeking scrapping of Section
66A of the Information Tech-
nology (IT) Act can be
clubbed with other similar
pleas which are pending
hearing in the SC.

Duringthe hearing, Tasli-
ma's advocate said that an
FIR has been lodged with-
outany preliminary enquiry
by UP Police on a complaint
based on a news report.
“The FIR has been lodged by

a person who has issued a
fatwa, putting Rs 5 lakh as
bounty on my head,” he
said.

Referringto the contents
of the FIR, he said her Twit-
ter posts wererelated to the
meeting of Aam Aadmi
Party convenor Arvind Kejri-
wal with Khan for seeking
support of Muslims in the
elections.

“Why did he (Kejriwal) go
to aperson who had issued
afatwa against me for seek-
ing support. He did not go
to common Muslims,” the
counsel said.

The court, which said it
may consider any plea seek-
ing transfer of the case out-
side Uttar Pradesh, hasnow
fixed the matter for further
hearing in the second week
of January.

Taslima in her plea said
she feared that the “dra-
conian” provision will be
“misused” against her.

The author, who had got
irked by the meeting of Mr
Kejriwal with Khan, had
posted some comments on
her Twitter account.

A news report in a ver-

nacular daily, based on her
Tuwitter posts, formed basis
of the FIR lodged by Khan
at KotwaliPolice Station at
Bareilly under Section 295A
(maliciously insulting the
religious beliefs) of the IPC
and section 66A of IT Act.

The Bangladeshiauthor,
who has been living in self-
exile for over 19 years, has
apprehended the misuse of
theIT Actprovisions against
her also.

“In the present case, the
petitioner is herself a hap-
less victim and her case is
aglaringexample of the kind
of abuse and misuse which
is to be expected given the
vague, wide and wholly
unguided language of sec-
tion 66A. It highlights the
serious threats to the con-
stitutional and human rights
posed by the provisions
such as Section 66A of IT
Act...,” it said, adding her
plea be clubbed with other
similar petitions.

Seeking quashing of the
FIR, the pleasaid that it has
been lodged without any
“preliminary inquiry” by the
UP Police whichrelied on a
news report, which sum-
marised some of her twit-
ter posts.

Taslima said that earli-
er, complainant Khan had
announced a cash reward of
Rs51lakh in 2007 on her head
for her pro-women com-
ments and no action was
taken despite the fact that
the incident was publicised.

course.

RAVENSHAW UNIVERSITY

Admission to Masters Degree Programme in Public Health

In coilaboration with Asian institute of Public Health, Ravenshaw University invites
applications for the MPH degree course for the session starting in January 2014.
As a postgraduate student of the Master of Public Health (MPH) Program, one is
expected to possess the skills and competencies to conduct research, bring about
policy change, and positively affect the heaith of the population at the end of the

Evening/weekend classes for working professionals

Eligibility: A recognized bachelor's degree in any discipline with minimum 50% marks in

aggregate.

Advt. no. 5093

Last date for receipt of application: 15" January 2014

For more information and application form, Call at 0674-6005040; 8763766300

http:/lwww.ravenshawuniversity.ac.in or http://www.aiph.ac.in
Date: 12th December 2013 R h

g g Uni
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Farooqi was expelled but he is participating in

TV debates as party representative.

SP NATIONAL GENERAL SECRETARY RAMGOPAL YADAV
DISSOCIATING THE SAMAJWADI PARTY FROM KAMAL FAROOQ!

india

UMBNAILS

Telgu Desam Party members
protesting in support of Andhra
Pradesh at the Winter session of
Parliament in the Capital on 17
December, 2013. = SNS

One dead: One person
died and two others were
injured due to burns,
after anair-conditioner
exploded in the premis-
es of the Lake City
Mall at Kapurbawdi
Junction, police and fire
brigade sources said
on Tuesday. 4]

Minors rescued: Dis-
trict police on Tuesday
rescued five children
kidnapped from Nepal
and being taken to
Bangalore, and arrest-
ed three persons hail-
ing from the neigh-
bouring country in
this connection. Ml

Woman duped: A 27-
year-old man was arrest-
ed from New Delhi for
allegedly duping a
woman of Rs 15 lakh
over a period of three
years after making
false promises that he
would marry her,
sources said. Ll

Set on fire: A man
allegedly threw kerosene
onawomanandsether
on fire in Andhra
Pradesh’s Nalgonda. The
victim, a final year
student of engineering,
and the alleged offend-
er were known toeach
other. m

l:'SABUJ B.Ed. Cﬁllege Iocat»

Nandakumarpur, P
Raidighi, Dist.: 24 Pgs. (S).
Pin-743349, W.B., invites
applicants for appmntment
in the following posts: A. (a)
Lecturer (Foundation
Course): Master’s Degree in
Science / Humanities / Arts
with 55% marks; M.Ed. with
55% marks; or M.A. in
Education with 55% marks;
B.Ed. with 55% marks; (b)
Lecturer (Methodology
Course): M.Ed. with 55%
marks and Master’s in Beng.
/ Eng. / Maths. / Physics /
Chem. / Hist. / Geo./ Pol. Sc.
/ Bio-Sc./ Economics with
55% marks; (c) Lecturer (Art
Education): Master’s in Fine
Arts / Performing Arts; (d)
Physical Education: M.P.Ed.
(iii) Technical Staff: B.L.I.S.
with 55% marks (1 post for
each sub), (ii) Principal (1
post): a. Academic
Professional qualification
will be as prescribed for the
post of Lecturer; & Ph.D. in
Education; 10 yrs. teaching
experience out of which at
least 5 yrs. teaching experi-
ence in a Secondary
Teacher Education Institute;
B. Salary will be provided as
per  Govt. norms; C.
Candidates should submit
their application along with
1 attested copy of each tes-
timonial & 1 copy of pass-
port-size recent coloured
photograph at  Sabuj
Sangha, 30/9, Rajdanga
Main Road (East), Narkel
Bagan, Kolkata-700107; or
Vill. & P.0.: Nandakumarpur,
P.S.: Raidighi, Dist.: 24
Pgs.(S), Pin-743349. Last
date of application: 27-12-
2013.

NOTICE
In the Court of Learned
Dustrlct Delegate at Alipore
ct 39 Case No. 346/2013
(Probate)
Sri Ajit Singh
...Applicant
It is hereby notified that
Sri Ajit Singh, son of late
Ratan Singh of Saurab
Apartment, Flat No. 9, 54,
Parnasree Pally, P.S.:
Parnasree, Kolkata-700060,
Dist.: 24 Pgs. (S) being the
sole Executor and Sole
Beneficiary has filed the
abovementioned case for
obtaining Probate of the
last Will dated: 07-08-2009 of
deceased Testatrix Ela

‘United’ Andhra
supporters to
organise agitation

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Hyderabad, 17 December

Government employees sup-
porting a “united” Andhra
Pradesh and others plan to
organise an all-party meet-
ingon 20 December to chalk
outan “action plan” to keep
the state “united”.

Andhra Pradesh Non-
Gazetted Officers' Associa-
tion (APNGOA) leader P
Ashok Babu told reporters
here today that all parties
are welcome to attend the
meet. The aim of the all-
party meetingis tomake all
MLASs from coastal Andhra
and Rayalaseemaregionsto
oppose the state's division
during the debate on the draft
Telangana Bill in the Andhra
Pradesh Legislative Assem-
bly, he said.

The all-party meeting
would also decide on how the
agitation against bifurcation
of Andhra Pradesh should
be organised, he said.

Government employees
supporting a “united”

Andhra Pradesh had earli-
er struck work for over two
months crippling normal
life. Under the banner of an
outfit in support of a
united AndhraPradesh, the
government employees also
plan to organise a massive
protest programme when the
debate on the draft bill will
beon in the Andhra Pradesh
Assembly, he said.

Meanwhile, lawyers in
Karimnagar district today
abstained from court work
inthe protest of Telangana
Bill being torn by See-
mandhra MLAs at the state
legislative = Assembly
yesterday. The protesters
led by general secretary of
Karimnagar Bar Associa-
tion, B. Raghunandan Rao,
hanged CM N Kiran Kumar
Reddy in effigy, TDP presi-
dent N Chandrababu Naidu,
YSR Congress party presi-
dent Y.S. Jaganmohan Reddy;
CPI-M leader Raghavulu
and Jayaprakash Narayana
of Loksatta, for opposing the
Telangana bill.

TELANGANAVIEW

IN ASSEMBLY TODAY

DECIDED AT THE BUSINESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad, 17 December

The expression of views on
the Telangana Bill will start
tomorrow in the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly with the
House allowing as many
MLAS as possible to speak
on it, focussing literally on
every clause in the 65-page
document.

This was decided today
at the Business Advisory
Committee chaired by the
Speaker Mr Nadendla
Manohar against the back-
drop of a totally paralysed
House.

There, however, is no
guarantee that the House
would function smoothly
or members on either side
of the divide would not dis-
rupt the discussion, as what
transpires at the BAC is

India, Pak DGMOs to meet soon

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi/Islamabad, Dec 17

DGMOs of India and Pak-
istan will meet at the Wagah
border on 24 December to dis-
cuss ways to ensure cease-
fire on the LoC, three months
after Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh and his coun-
terpart Nawaz Sharif pro-
posed this meeting to defuse
tensions.

The meetingof the Direc-
tor Generals of Military
Operations(DGMO) was pro-
posed by Pakistan today
and India accepted it.

The meeting will be held
on the Pakistan side of the
Wagah border on 24 Decem-
ber, Indian Army Head-
quarterssaid in New Delhi.

“The Pakistan Army
DGMO has extended an invi-
tation to his Indian coun-
terpart for the meeting,” a
senior official of the Pak-
istan Army's media arm
said in Islamabad.

The Pakistan Foreign
Office said in a statement
that the invitation was
extended to “strengthen the
mechanisms to ensure cease-
fire on the LoC”.

Nodetails were given by
the military or the Foreign
Office about the venue of the
meeting.

The invitation was
extended by the Pakistani
DGMO soon after Mr Sharif
chaired ameeting of the Cab-
inet Committee on Securi-
ty to discuss national secu-
rity issues.

Atthemeeting, the Indi-
an side will be represented
by DGMO Lt Gen Vinod
Bhatia while Pakistan will
berepresented by his coun-
terpart Maj Gen Amir Riaz.

The two DGMOs usual-
ly talk to each other on hot-
line on Tuesdays.

On 29 September, Mr
Singh and Mr Sharif agreed
on a meeting between the
DGMOs during their talks

on the margins of the UN
General Assembly meet in
New York.

The premiers felt a meet-
ing between the top Army
officers would help reduce
tensions on the LoC that were
ata peak following the Killing
of five Indian soldiers inan
attack in August amid a
series of ceasefire viola-
tions by Pakistan.

However, the meeting
was not scheduled and both
sides did not give reasons for
the delay. Indian Defence
Minister AK Antony said
yesterday that the DGMOs
will meet when they feel the
need for it.

Flag meetings between
local formation comman-
ders of thetwosidesareusu-
ally fixed during these con-
versations.

This year, there were
over 150 ceasefire violations
by Pakistani troops, who
also carried out attacks
inside Indian territory.

other parties.

KE ON TELANGANA

The discussion would continue till Friday after

which the House would take a Christmas break
from this Saturday and reconvene soon after that
or after the New Year’s Day.

TDP Deputy Leader Mr G Muddukrishnama

Naidu walked out of the BAC protesting that
the manner in which the Bill was sent was uncon-
stitutional as the first step of the Assembly resolu-
tion seeking bifurcation was done away with.

He asked the Bill to be sent back to the
President. This was not acceptable to the

rarely adhered to in the
House.

The government’s aim
tofully utilise the time given
by the President till 23 Jan-
uary was evident when Chief
Minister N Kiran Kumar

DEATH PENALTY

Kochi, 17 December: Over five
years after the brutal rape
and murder of a23-year-old
‘woman, who was pushed out
of a moving train, Kerala
High Court today upheld
the death sentence award-
ed by a Fast Track Court to
Govindachamy, saying his
conduct and behaviour was
“repulsive to the collective
conscience of society”.
Dismissing the appeal
by Govindachamy, a division
Bench comprising Mr Jus-
tices T Ramachandran Nair
and Mr B Kemal Pasha, held
that “the cruel tendency of
theaccused and his total dis-
regard for human life is
writlarge from the manner
of attack and the nature of
injuries caused on the
deceased”. Murder was com-
mitted in amost cruel man-
ner. If maximum punish-
ment was not imposed, the
court will be failing in its
duty,” the Bench held. Pl

Reddy requested Mr
Manohar torelease a sched-
ulefor the proceedings from
tomorrow till that day. “We
have time till 23 January,”
legislature sources quoted
him.

Mr Naidu attempted to
taunt Mr Reddy by recalling
his statements that he would
obstruct the division of the
state and that bifurcation
would not happen aslongas
he is the chief minister.

Mr Reddy said that he
would express his views in

the Assembly.
Finance minster Mr N
Ramanarayana Reddy

sharply criticised Mr Naidu.
He said 5.5 crore people of
Coastal Andhra and Ray-
alaseema are trusting the CM
to prevent the bifurcation
and wondered if Mr Naidu
could say the same about his
leader Mr N Chandrababu
Naidu. Incidentally the lat-
ter did not attend the BAC.

The Speaker reminded
the meeting that the Bill has
come directly from the Pres-
ident.

AT ACTIVIST
MURDERED

Thane, 17 December: A 32-
year-old shopkeeper-cum-
RTI activist from the pow-
erloom town of Bhiwandi,
who was allegedly attacked
by a nine-member gang,
today died at the IGM Hos-
pital here, police said.

Abrar Ahmad Jamil
Ansari was attacked with
wooden planks by the gang
members on Monday in the
Gayatri Nagar locality.
Ansari bleeding profusely
was rushed to the hospital
by locals.

Four of the attackers
have been identified in the
FIR filed at Shantinagar
police station as Shaikh,
Ashid Khan, Wasim and
Bahatar Puli. The exact
motive behind the attack was
not immediately known, a
police officer said.

A case which was initially
registered under Section
325 of the IPC would be now
be converted to a formal
case, the officer said.

Senior officers have gone
to the hospital to probe the
attack and the death of the
victim, police said. 4]

Campa Cola society residents goto SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 December

Unauthorised flat owners of
Mumbai's Campa Cola Soci-
ety today made another
attempt in the Supreme
Courtto get protection from
vacating the premises by
claiming that documents
have surfaced to show there
was a proposal for its regu-
larisation.

“Application under the
RTI Act was filed and doc-
uments have come show-
inglakhs were paid forreg-
ularisation,” senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing
for unauthorised flat own-
ers, submitted before a Bench
of Mr Justices HL Dattuand
Mr C Nagappan.

Hesaid the civic body did
not inform the court about
the issue of regularisation.

The submission was
made by him while arguing
thatinthelight of thefresh
documents, the apex court

should recall all its previous
orders which resulted in
directing unauthorised flats
owners to vacate the premis-
es by 31 May, 2014.

However, the Bench
expressed its inability to
entertain the pleaforrecall
of its orders and asked the
society to explore the pos-
sibility of filing a petition
forreview of itsjudgement
and directions.

“Youfile areview petition
and seek hearing in open
court,” the Bench said while
posting the matter for 6 Jan-
uary.

At the outset, Rohatgi
reminded the Bench that

before the final order of 19
November; Attorney General
G E Vahanvati had spoken
about finding some solu-
tion for the residents but later
he expressed his inability to
give any relief and in the
meantime the RTI applica-
tion was filed.

The apex court on 19
November had asked unau-
thorised flats owners at the
Campa Cola Society to vacate
the premises by 31 May, 2014
asno specific proposal could
be worked out to provide
them space in the compound
for new construction.

The apex court had
passed the order as the
Attorney General had said,
“after consideringall aspects
we are not in a position to
work out any specific pro-
posal”.

Earlier, on 13 November
the apex court had stayed the
demolition of the unau-
thorised flats by taking cog-
nizance of media reports.

Ghosh of 198, Pandit Madan

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT
NEW DELHI

NOTICE UNDER QRDER V RULE 20
CODEOF CIVIL PROCEDURE

Case No. 349/2010 & CM
Appl. No. 10313/2010 &
10314/2010 Appeal Against
order dated 26.02.2010
Passed by Ms. Swarana
Kanta Sharma, Judge, MACT,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi. Suit
No. 568/08

The Oriental Insurance
Co. Lt APPELLANTS

Akeeda Khalocn
& Ors. RESPONDENTS
Notice to :-

Respondent No. 9

Mohd. Israil

8/o Mohd. Abdul Hasan
6/14, Samsu Road,

P.S. Samsu Road,
Kolkata - 700023

WHEREAS the above
noted appellant has
presented an appeal Under
Section 173 of MV Act,
1988 which was listed
before Court on 08.12.2010
and the Court ordered
issuance of notice to you
and Notice of the
application was also
ordered to be issued to you.
And whereas it has been
proved to the satisfaction of
the Court that you can not
be served in the ordinary
manner. Notice is hereby
issued that if you wish to
defend the above
mentioned appeal &
applications you may cause
an appearance to be
entered on your behalf
either in person or through
an advocate duly appointed
by you for the purpose
before the Registrar on
28.01.2014 at 11.00AM
If no appearance is made
on yaur behalf, by yourself,
your pleader or someone
by law authorised to act for
you in the said appeal &
applications on the
aforementioned date, no
further notice of the
subsequent date of hearing
of the said appeal
applications will be given
and the same will be heard
and determined exparte in
your absence. Given under
my hand and the seal of this
Court, this the 18th day of
November, 2013.
Assistant Registrar
for Registrar General

Malovia Sarani, formerly
Chakraberia Road (North),
P.S.: Ballygunge, Kolkata-
700020, Dist.: 24 Pgs. (S). If
any person has any obejec-
tion against the Probate of
the said Will may appear in
the above case within 30
(thirty) days from the date
of this Notice, failing which
no claim or objection what-
soever shall be entertained.
By Order
Biswanath Adak
Sheristadar
District Judges’ Court
South 24-Parganas, Alipore
5-12-13

Certificate
29385, 73016 - 18, 73024.
Distinctive Nos.:

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given

that the following Share
Certificate(s)
Lﬁwrie & Co. Ltd. standing in
the
Talukdar & Jabeen Talukdar
have been lost and applica-
tion for issue of Duplicate
Certificate(s)
made to the Company:

of Balmer
name(s) of Sanjoy
has been

Folio No.: 0014637, Share
Nos.: 14608,

4447371 -

- 213, 16526464 - 513. No. of
Shares: 300.

Any objection regarding
the above should be made
within one month from the
date hereof to the Company
/ their Registrar Link Intime
India Pvt. Ltd. - Kolkata.
Thereafter, the Company
will proceed for issue of
duplicate certificate(s). The
public is cautioned against
dealing in the said shares.

Plade: Kolkata

Date: 16-12-2013

I, APIKUL Islam, S/o.
Samsuddin Mondal, Vill.&
P.O.: Sarangpur, P.S.:
Domkal, Dist.: Murshidabad,
shall henceforth be known
as Afikul Islam, vide affi-
davit sworn before the
Notary Public, Domkal on
13-12-2013.

(B0005)

1, SAHEB Saddam Hossam,

R/0. Klsmat
Brahmangram .0.:
Kalyanpur, Bagnan,
Dist.: Howrah, Pin-711303,
W.B., shall henceforth be
known as Sk. Saddam
Hossain, vide affidavit
sworn in the Court of Ld.
Judicial Magistrate at
Alipore on 12-12-2013.

I, SHREYA Banerjee, D/o.
Shyam Sundar Banerjee,
R/0. Balaka Bldg.,
Dharampur, Chinsurah,
Hooghly, Pin-712101, shall
henceforth be known as
Purba Banerjee, vide affi-
davit sworn before the
Notary Public, Bankshall
Court on 16-12-2013.

I, TRINAY Banerjee, S/0.
Pradyot Banerjee, shall
henceforth be known as
Trinoy Banerjee, vide affi-
davit sworn before the
Notary Public at Kolkata on
02-12-2013

BURDWAN ZIL|
PARISHAD

e-NIT-10 of 2013-2014

Re-tender (online) (2nd
Call) are invited from
reputed and resourceful
contractors for Const. of
2 Nos. road under RIDF-
XIX. Closing date of sub-
mission: 31-12-2013. For
further detalls please Iog

o

https //etender wh.nic. |n

District Engineer

Zilla Parishad, Burdwan
(B0014)

E-TENDER Notice: NIET-
08/EE (BRM) of 2013-2014 &
Memo No. 1932/BHM dt. 16-
12-2013.

Name of the work:
Construction of RCC
Elevated Reservoir of 550000
litres (120000 gallons). All of
the document related to the
above tender will be avail-
able in
www.etender.wb.nic.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Birbhum Division

GOVERNMENT of West
Bengal, Public Works
Directorate, e-Notice Invit-
ing Tender, Superintending
Engineer, Central Circle,
PWD, P.O.: Berhampore,
Murshidabad, invites online
percentage rate Vide e_NIT
No. 25 of 2013-2014 for
works in the District of
Malda. Estimated Amount
Put to Tender for Rs.
51,12,586. Last date of bid
submission (Technical and
Financial) through online is
24-12-2013 up to 3-00 p.m.
The details can be obtained
from the website:
http://etender.wb.nic.in
and Office Notice Board.

ing tender, Superintending
Engineer, Central Circle,
PWD, P.0.: Berhampore,
Murshidabad, invites online
percentage rate Vide e_NIT
No. 26 of 2013-2014 for
“Setting up of Mother and
Child Hub at District
Hospital at Krishnagar in
Nadia District: Construction
of (G+3) Storied with foun-
dation of (G+9) Storied
building during the year
2013-2014". Estimated
Amount Put to Tender for
Rs. 8,69,05,482. Last date of
bid submission (Technical
and Financial) through
online is 30-12-2013 up to 5-
00 p.m. The details can be

GOVT. OF WEST
BENGAL
NOTICE INVITING
QUOTATION

invited from reputed
manufacturer / autho-
rized dealer for SITC of
energy efficient LED sig-
nage for Jalasampad
Bhavan, salt  Lake,
Kolkata-91 during

year 2013-2014.

Any other information
will be available from the
office of the undersigned
on any working day.

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Metropolitan Electrlcal

Jalasampad Bhawan (4th
oor)

Sealed quotations are

Dist.: Hooghly
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Sealed tenders are invited

for repair and renovation of
4 stage belt conveyor for
loading / unloading of pota-
to at the Cold Storage. For
details / please contact
Secretary of the Society,
Whose Contact No.:
9734032617.
Sd/-
B.S. Pal
Secretary

ITI LIMITED, NSU,
KOLKATA

Sealed tender is invited
for the work of PBL laying
and OF cable pulling /
blowing by trenching &
MT method of BSNL. For
detail visit our website:

www.itiltd-India.com
Dy. General Manager (P)

For any clarification obtained from the website:
bidder may contact http://etender.wb.nic.in and
PWD e-Tender helpdesk, Office Notice Board. For any
Phone No.: 033-22236236 clarification bidder may
and this Office No.:. contact PWD e-tender
03482-251216 at Office helpdesk, Phone No.: 033-
Hours. 22236236 and this Office No.:

Sd/- 03482-251216 at  Office

Superintending Engineer Hours.

Central Circle, PW.D.

(B0003)

Government of West
Bengal, Public Works
Directorate, e-Notice invit- (B0001)

%
Superintending Engineer

(B0012)

Salt Lake, Kolkata-91

(B0008)

Tele Fax: 033 22257064

Sd/-

Central Circle,
P.W.D.

KOACHMALI BORAGORI
SAMABAY KRISHI UNNAYAN
MITY LTD.
Vill.: Baragori, P.O.:
Bolnchee, Block: Pandua,

OFFICE of the Executive
Officer, Tehatta-1 is inviting
rate tender from eligible
contractors for NIT No. 893,
dated: 6-12-2013 for total of

KOLKATA

Statesman House,

4, Chowringhee Square
Kolkata-700 001

Tel: (033) 22127070-76,
(033) 71071700

Fax: (033) 2212-6181 /
7107-1780

Email:
thestatesman@vsnl.com
johnbullsilver@yahoo.com

DELHI

Statesman House,

148, Barakhamba Road,
New Delhi-110 001

Tel: (011) 2331 5911

Fax: (011) 2331 5295

Email: sman@nde.vsnl.net.in,
delhistatesman@gmail.com
3/10, INS Building

(3rd floor) Rafi Marg,

New Delhi-110 001,

Tel: (011) 2371 8434

Email:
shivaji.samaddar@gmail.com
Ishan House (2nd floor)
A-90, Sector I NOIDA,

UP 201 301

Fax: (0120) 95120-2547216
SILIGURI

13A, Dabgram Industrial
Growth Centre,

P.O. Satellite Township,
Siliguri-734015

Tel: 2568615, 2568063 and

Tel: (0120) 95120-3891800/810,

2568787. Fax: (0353) 2568296,
Email:
sil_statesman@yahoo.co.in /
kkc099@gmail.com

City Office: H/0 Mr. S. K. Raha,
1st Floor (opp. Kanchanjungha
Stadium) 16, Bidhan Road,
Siliguri-734402.

Tel: (0353) 2524077

BHUBANESWAR

Plot 3A, Zone B, Sector A,
Mancheswar Industrial Estate,
Bhubaneswar-

751 010. Tel: (0674)
2588060/61/62/2586371,
Telefax: 0674-2588061

Email:
statesmanbbsr@gmail.com

BHOPAL

Mr. Yogesh Kumar
D-Sector-294,Nehru Nagar,
Kotra, Bhopal, (M): 9424242664

HYDERABAD

The Statesman Limited, 2nd
Floor, UNI Building, A.C.
Guards, Hyderabad-500004,
Ph.: 040-2339 1739

Email:
thestatesman.hyd@gmail.com

BANGALORE

4301, High Point IV 45, Palace
Road, Bangalore-560 001

Tel: (080) 22259129/ 22204813
Email:

tsmbangalore @yahoo.com

The Statesman

MUMBAI

5, Kasturi Buildings Jamshedji
Tata Road, Mumbai-400 020
Tel: (022) 2202 1045, 2202 1394,
Fax: 2204 4877

Email: thestatesman.mumbai
@gmail.com,
rishi.ohandoo@gmail.com

CHENNAI

Fagun Mansion (4th floor) 26,
Ethirai Road, Chennai-600 105,
Tel: (044) 28278037, 28279984
Fax: 28224800

Email: statesman@eth.net
patgdé5@gmail.com

LUCKNOW

2/2, Butler Palace (Near Jopling
Road), Lucknow-226 001,

Ph.: (0522) 2206705, 9415920949
Email:
soumenbose1975@gmail.com
bose.soumen@rediffmail.com

RAIPUR

Mr. Manish Saluja 53, Sahid
Samarak Complex Bombay
Market, G.E. Road,

Raipur 492001

Tel.: 5035985, (M): 9425202097

RANCHI

11/C, Road#1, Ashoknagar,
Ranchi - 834 002

Fax: (0651) 2247054

Email: binodenarayansingh
@yahoo.co.in

AIR-SURCHARGE; Kathmandu - Rs. 2, Eastern Region - Rs. 1
All other stations in India - Rs. 1

Thirteen Schemes.
Intending and eligible ten-
derers may contact this
Office or visit:  www.
tehattalblock.in within 18-
12-2013.
Executive Officer
Tehatta-1 Panchayat Samity
ehatta, Nadia
(B0007)

NOTICE INVITING E-TEN-
DER NO. 34 (2) OF 2013-14
SE / SWC/ PWD,
Midnapore invites e-ten-
der for the works under
B.R.G.F. - (1) Widening &
Strengthening of
Loadhasuli-Dahijuri-
Kupannad Road from
21.00 kmp to 29 00 kmp
Est.
3,55,73,337. 00 (2)
Strengthening of Contai-
Belda Road from 10.00
kmp. to 12.00 kmp. and
26.00 kmp. to 27.00 kmp.
(excluding 11.20 km. to
11.344 km. and 26.362 km.
to 26.907 km.). Estt. Amt.:
Rs. 2,06,97,594.00. Tender
ID: 2013_PWD_12994_1 &
2. Document download /
sale end date is 06-01-
2014 up to 3-00 p.m and
bid submission end date
is 06-01-2014 at 3-00 p.m.
Intending bidders are
requested to visit the
website: http://etender.
wb.nic.in for details.
(B0006)

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL
COUNCILLORS, BHATPARA
2nd Call NIQ No. M-10 / WW
/ DR-2 / 3446 Date: 16th
December, 2013
1st Call NIQ No.: M-10 / WW
/ DR-2 / 3028 Date: 12th
November, 2013

Sealed quotations are
invited for “setting up a
brick field at Narayanpur /
Madral on Municipal Land

on Public Private
Partnership Model (PPP
Model)”.

The last date of submis-
sion of request for both
quotations is 07-01-2013 up
to 12 noon.
2nd Call NIQ No. M-10 / WW

/ DR-2 / 3450 Date: 16th

December, 2013
1st Call NIQ No.: M-10 / WW
/ DR-2 / 3029 Date: 12th
November, 2013

Sealed quotations are
invited for “setting up a
drinking water bottling
plant at Purbasha beside
Water Treatment Plant on
Public Private Partnership
Model (PPP Model)".

The last date of submis-
sion of request for both
quotations is 07-01-2013 up
to 12 noon.

NIT No. J-2/ WW / DR-2 /

3461 Dated: 17-12-2013

Sealed tenders are invited
for “2 Nos. laying of pipeline
in different zone.”

The last date of submis-
sion of request for all the
tenders are 30-12-2013 up to

p.m.
NIT No. J-2/ WW / DR-2 /
3462 Dated: 17-12-2013

Sealed tenders are invited
for “Supply of machine end

diameter for 24x7 Surface
Water Project under
JNNURM.”

The last date of submis-
sion of request for all the
tenders are 30-12-2013 up to
3p.m.

Details may be seen in
http://www.wbdma.gov.in/
htm/muni_tenders.htm/
etender.wb.nic.in and also
in our website: www.bhat-
paramunicipality.in and
during office hours in our
main office.
Executive Officer
Bhatpara Municipality
(B0015)

SEALED Tender Vide
Memo No. 2291 (12) / Nez.
dt.: 13-12-2013 is hereby
invited from the bona
fide & financially sound
suppliers for supply &
installation of Generator
at Office of the District
Magistrate, Nadia.
Details will be available
at Nazarath ~Section
under Nadia Collectorate,
Krishnagar or visit web-
site: nadia.nic.in ~ /
nadia.gov.in

Sd/-

For District Magistrate
Nadia
(B0004)

SHORT N.LT. 17 of 2013-14
of the Assistant Engineer,
P.W.D. Serampore Sub-
Division. Last date of appli-
cation: 19-12-2013. Last date
of purchase: 20-12-2013 &
Last date of dropping:
23-12-2013. Details  of
N.LT. and tender documents
may be seen at the office
on any working day and
from website:
www.pwdwhb.in

(B0009)

TENDER NOTICE

Architectural firms are
invited to collect tender
documents for architec-
tural job in respect of Plot
No. BD-99, Action Area-l,
New Town, Kolkata, hav-
ing 335.33 sq.mt. of area
of Jagari Co-op Housing
Society Ltd. Tender docu-
ments will be available
from 19-12-2013 to 02-01-
2014 during 12-00 noon to

3-00 p.m. at Memari
College, P.O.: Memari,
Burdwan. Selection

process is discretionary

part of the Society.
Please Contact:

Mr. Nandalal Ghosh

Secretary

Jagari Co-op Housing

Society Ltd.

Ph. No.: 9434661832.

(B0013)

WEST BENGAL FISHERIES
CORPORATION LTD.

(A Government of West
Bengal Enterprise)
Regd. oﬂ‘oe. 31, G.N. Block,

ctor-V
Salt Lake City,
Kolkata-700091
Phone: 033-2357-7001 / 7003
Fax: 033-2357-7004
E-mail: wbfcltd@gmail.com

WBFCL / MD / NIT-08 (e) /
2013-14

Sl. No.; Name of work;
Amount put to tender;
Earnest Money Deposit
respectively are:

1. Deep tube-well at
Shankarpur Fishing
Harbour, Shankarpur, Purba
Medinipur; Rs. 69,036; Rs.
13,807.

2. Internal water pipeline
(jetties and other working
site) at Shankarpur
Fishing Harbour, Purba
Medinipur; Rs. 15,14,301; Rs.
30,286.

3. Construction of Net
Mending Shed at
Shankarpur Fishing
Harbour; Rs. 23,35,144; Rs.
46,703.

4. Repairing and renova-
tion of staff quarter at

Shankarpur Fishing
Harbour; Rs. 36,09,392; Rs.
72,188.

Last date and time of sub-
mission of Technical &
Financial ~Bid (online):
02-01-2014 at 15-00 hrs.
Tender forms and other
details can be obtained
from Website:
https://etender.wh.nic.in

Further, corrigendum and
addendum, if issued, will be
published only on website.

Sd/-
Managing Director
(B0010)

OBITUARY

PHILOMENA
MARY EATON

Passed away at the
age of 76, on 15th
December, 2013,
sadly missed by The
CAISS Family.
Funeral service on
Wednesday, 18th
December, 2013 at
St. Mary’s Church,
Ripon Street.

Paying of last
respects from 1 p.m.
to 2 p.m. followed by
Mass.

Interment at lower
Circular Road
Cemetery thereafter.

ALL
CLASSIFIED
ARE CARRIED
FREE OF
COST ON OUR
WEBSITE

(B0002) 420, 11969900 - 949, 16526064 P.H.E. Dte. , Govt. of W.B. and MS pipe of different Notice Inviting e-Tender



SUSHIL KUMAR MODI
FORMER BIHAR DY CM, DRAWING A PARALLEL WITH THE PREVIOUS RJD GOVT IN THE STATE

The JD-U government has been pursuing a soft
attitude towards militias and Maoists

The Statesman

KOLKATA, WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2013

india/ bengal

THUMBNAILS

Activists of the Rajiv Gandhi
Youth Centre demand a CBI
inquiry into the Saradha chit
fund scam at Jantar Mantar. In
the Capital on Tuesday. = AFP

Naval exercise: Forg-
ing closer military
ties against the back-
drop of rising Chi-
nesenaval power; India
and Japan will hold a
maritime exercise,
JIMEX, in the Bay of
Bengal starting from
Thursday. 4]

Can-bomb recovered:
A can-bomb weighing
seven kg was recovered
following an exchange
of fire between the
ultra outfit PLFI and
security personnel in
extremist-hit Khunti
district in Jharkhand,
police said. 4|

Government on Tues-
day accepted the res-
ignations of Addi-
tional Advocate Gen-
erals and government
lawyers who put in
their papers after the
change of guard in
the state. m

Incentive for co-ops:
Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Vijay Bahugu-
na, while speaking in
Raipur on Tuesday,
announced an incen-
tive of Rs 2 a litre for
milk producers affil-
iated to cooperative
committees. Ll

Newborns: The bod-
ies of threenewborns
were found in a bush
in Anaimedu in Salem,
Tamil Nadu, police
said. The bodies of
two girls and one boy
were noticed by chil-
dren playingnear the
area. m

CVM ASKS GENTRE FOR
1-YEAR MORATORIUM

MAMATA SAYS ITWOULD CREATE 10 LAKHJOBS
BALANCING ACT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Plassey, 17 December

Expressing dissatisfaction
with the Centre for not heed-
ing to her demand of debt
restructuring, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee today said the state
should be given at least a
year’s moratorium on
repayment of interests on
central loans.

Ms Banerjee, who had
been demanding a waiver of
interest on the state's debts
for a period of three years,
said even a year's morato-
rium on repayment of inter-
ests on central loans would
enable the state to create 10
lakh jobs.

“We have been consis-
tently asking the Centre to
grant a three-year morato-
rium on the Rs 28,000-crore
interest paid annually on
loans, so that welfare schemes

CM spoke at rally held
regarding sops for poor
She said the But the govt
state would would have to
earn Rs 40,000 | pay Rs 28,000
crore from cras annual
revenues this | interest to
fiscal year the Centre

could be taken up. We have
already created 2.51akh gov-
ernmentjobs since we came
to power two-and-a-half years
ago. Ten lakh more jobs can
be possible if one year's
moratorium is granted,”
Banerjeetold arally held here
in connection with a gov-
ernment programme todis-
tribute sops to the poor.
“While in 2011-12 the Cen-
tre and the Reserve Bank of

CBIarrestsI-T officers
for taking35-lakh bribes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 December

The CBI today arrested two
Income Tax officials, includ-
ing Joint Commissioner of
Income Tax S Shivanan-
dan, in Odisha while alleged-
lyreceiving bribe of Rsfive
lakh for closing tax penal-
ty proceedings against a
person and recovered doc-
uments of properties worth
crores of rupees.

CBI sources here said
the arrest followed an
Income Tax search led by
Shivanandan and Income
Tax Officer Narayan Nayak
at the house of one R K
Shukla in Dhenkanal, 75
km from state capital
Bhubaneshwar, in connec-
tion with an alleged IT eva-
sion on 29 October, 2013.

Later, Shukla approached
the CBI claiming that Nayak
was allegedly demandinga

APPOINTMENT

MUNICIPAL SERVICE COMMISSION

149, A. J. C. Bose Road, Kolkata-700014.
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Secretary

bribe of Rsfivelakh for stop-
pingthe tax enquiry against
him as part of which a
search was carried out at his
home, they said.

“The complainant alleged
that both the accused, in con-
spiracy with each other,
demanded Rs 30 Lakh to
close the income tax pro-
ceedings initiated against
him and his wife,” the CBI
spokesperson said.

The official said Shukla
expressed his inability to pay
such ahugeamountand on
bargaining, both the accused
allegedly agreed toaccept Rs
10lakh asbribe from him in
two equal instalments. “The
first instalment of Rs five
lakh was to be delivered to
Narayan Nayak at his office
premises. The CBIlaid atrap
and the ITO was arrested
while demanding and accept-
ingabribe of Rsfivelakh,”
the CBI spokesperson said.

BLAST IN UPPER
ASSAM KILLS
14-YR-0LD GIRL,
INJURES NINE

Dibrugarh, 17 December: A
teenaged girl was Kkilled
and nine persons, including
a woman, were seriously
injured in a crude bomb
blast by suspected mili-
tants in upper Assam's tea
town Dibrugarh today,
police said.

The crude bomb, plant-
ed below an electric pole,
went off around 5 p.m.
behind the old Railway sta-
tion in the busy Amolapatty
area injuring 10 persons,
some of them critically,
district Superintendent of
Police Rana Bhuyan said.

One of the injured, 14-
year old Purnima Rojok
succumbed to her wounds
at the Assam Medical Col-
lege Hospital where the
other injured were admit-
ted, the sources said.

Preliminary investiga-
tions pointed to a crude
bomb and not a grenade as
no splinters were found at
the site of the blast and
there was no trace of an
improvised explosive device
(IED) either, Bhuyan said.

The identity of the insur-
gent outfit responsible for
the blast was not immedi-
ately known as investiga-
tions were on, the SP said.

The explosion created a
two-feet wide crater on the
road, the sources said.

Local people had report-
ed to police that two extrem-
ists came on a motorcycle
and hurled a grenade before
fleeing away.

Both ULFA(Independent)
and Maoist elements are
known to be active in upper
Assam, sources said. Earlier
on December 15, a grenade
was exploded by suspected
anti-talk NDFB(Songbijit) at
Molandubi Market in Kokra-
jhar district killing one
person and injuring four
others. m

India took away Rs 21,000
towards debt servicing, in
2012-13 they took Rs 25,000
crore out of Rs 32,000 crore
that we earned,” she said,
addingthat “thisfiscal they
would be taking away Rs
28,000 crore in the form of
debt and interest payment
on central loans”.
Banerjee said the Centre
was getting Rs 40,000 crore
per year from the state on

account of various taxes, and
stressed that her government
would not bow down despite
the central government not
accedingtoits demand. “We
want justice, we will not
bow down or beg,” she said.

“Whenloans were taken
by thelast government atran-
dom, why did they (the Cen-
tre) allow? I really wonder
why they kept quiet... Had
they prevented it, our gov-
ernment wouldn't have been
burdened with a debt of Rs
2.03 lakh crore,” she said.

Mentioning that the state
hasto fork out a major part
of itsannual income to pay
salaries and pensions, she
asked, “How can we run
the state if Rs 28,000 crore
goes out of the Rs 40,000 crore
that we will collect as rev-
enue? Can astate be run with
Rs 12,000 crore if the Cen-
tre did not respond with
assistance?”

6,000 5SB MEN
AGAINST MAQISTS

New Delhi, 17 December: Near-
1y 6,000 personnel of central
paramilitary SSB will soon
be deployed for anti-Maoist
operations duties in the Left
wing extremism-hit areas of
the country.

The Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) was withdrawn from
these operations in 2011
when it used to be deployed
in Chhattisgarh.

Now three battalions are
deployed in Bihar and Jhark-
hand alongside other central
forces like CRPF, BSF and
ITBP.

The force, according to
sources, will depute an addi-
tional six battalions (about
6,000 personnel) to undertake
Maoist offensives in Jhark-
hand and West Bengal, by
replacing CRPF battalions
present in these areas for
long.

SSB Director General
Arun Chaudhary said the
presence of thelocal faction
of the NDFB “has increased”
inalimited area and the force
is taking all precautions to
protect its personnel
deployed there. M

CM toreview work of ministers

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, 17 December

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee will hold a meet-
inglater this week toreview
the performances of state
ministers, including that
of the ariculture marketing
minister whofailed to tack-
le the potato crisis, and the
minister for industries.

Itislearnt that the chief
minister is not happy with
the work of some of the min-
isters and she wants them
to tighten their belts espe-
cially before the coming
Lok Sabha polls.

The chief minister isnot
satisfied with the minister
of the animal husbandry
department and she had
received lots of complaints
even from her own MLAs.
It is learnt that she even
asked the minister con-
cerned to quit if he fails to
carry out his departmental
work properly.

It is learnt that Miss
Banerjee has given priority
to the construction, widen-
ing and repair of roads in
KMC, HMC and other munic-
ipalities, and KMDA and
PWD areas. During her tour

PERFORMANCE APPRAISAL

Mamata wants ministers to
tighten their belts before the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls

The perfor-

mance of the
agricultural min-
ister, who failed
to check the
potato crisis,
will be reviewed

The CM isn’t
happy with the
performance of
the animal hus-
bandry dept
either, sources
said

REALITY CHECK

The CM has added that if the state wants to
attract investments, it needs proper infrastructure

to certain districts, she had
seen that some of the state
highwaysare inadeplorable
condition. She made it very
clearto her ministers that if
the state government wants
to attract investments, it
will have to provide proper
infrastructure and theroad-
ways and bridges necessary
for the purpose. It is learnt
that the ministersand MLAs
of North 24 Parganasrepeat-
edly asked the state PWD min-

Vote for AAP is vote
for instability: Cong

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 17 December

A vote for the Aam Aadmi
Party is vote for “instabil-
ity”, the Congress today
alleged, mounting an attack
on Arvind Kejriwal, who
kept up the suspense over
government formation in
Delhi.

“SMS is their business.
Let them take a decision
through SMS. Keeping in
tune with the higest demo-
cratic tradition, we gave
our support to them because
we wanted a government to
be formed so that the bur-
den of anew election does
not fall again on people,”
party spokesperson P C
Chacko told reporters here.

“Vote to Aap is vote to
instability... people have
now begun to think why to
vote for this party, those who
simply make promises and
donotdeliver.. it shows they
cannot deliver. They should
realise what they have
promised,” Mr Chacko
added.

His remarks came in
response to questions on the
AAP, saying that it will be
up to the people of Delhito
elicit their views on whether
to form government with
support from the Congress
and make the decision pub-
lic on Monday.

After a meeting of the
party’s political affairs com-
mittee and the newly-elect-
ed MLAs, the AAP chief, Mr
Arvind Kejriwal, said that
they would distribute 25
lakh copies of letters seek-
ing people's views on the
issue and then replies will
be accepted till Sunday.

The AAP, which was
invited by Lt Governor
Najeeb Jung to discuss gov-

Keeping in tune with
the higest democratic
tradition, we gave our
support to them since
we wanted a govern-
ment to be formed

PC CHACKD, CONGRESS [

ernment-formation last
week, had set 18 conditions
for the Congress and BJP
before it decided on taking
their support to form a gov-
ernment.

Jung has already rec-
ommended the imposition
of President's rule in Delhi
among other options fol-
lowing the deadlock over the
formation of a new gov-
ernment as no party was
ready to assume power.

After the Congress decid-
ed to extend outside support
tothe AAP on December 13,
Mr Kejriwal had written let-
ters to Congress Chief Sonia
Gandhiand BJP President
Rajnath Singh seeking their
parties' views on 18 issues,
including the passing of
the Janlokpal Bill, full state-
hood to Delhi, reduction
on water tariffs and audit
of power discoms among
others, before moving ahead
to form a government.

Congress had then put
the ball in AAP's court,
saying 16 of its 18 demands
needed justadministrative
decisions and had nothing
to do with parliament or
assembly.

ister to construct a bridge
over the Ichhamati river to
connect Hasnabad with Hin-
galgunj. But the construction
is yet to begin.

The MLAs of North 24
Parganasare concerned that
if the construction work
doesnotbegin, Trinamul will
find it difficult to expect
“good” results in the Basirhat
Parliamentary constituency
in the upcoming Lok Sabha
poll.

Amnesty Int demands
TOBEDEPLOYED Irom Sharmila’s release

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Imphal, 17 December

Amnesty International India
has demanded the uncon-
ditional release of anti-
AFSPA crusader Irom
Chanu Sharmila, who ison
a fast unto death agitation
since 2 November, 2000.
Speaking to media per-
sons duringa press meet held
today at Manipur Press
Club, Imphal, the chief exec-
utive of Amnesty Interna-
tional India, Mr G.
Anandthapadmanabhan,
said that Amnesty Inter-
national India is urging
both the state and central
governments to recognise
that Irom Sharmila’s protest

isbased on the principles of
justice, accountability and
non-violence, like those of
many other Indian activists
before her. Considering the
validity of her demands,
the state government should
release her and drop all the
chargesagainst her; he said.

Mr Anandthapadman-
abhan further said that an
Amnesty International India
team wanted to meet the
chief minister to speak to
him regarding the matter,
but the team did not get the
opportunity to do so.

But they have submit-
ted a memorandum to his
office and raised their
demand torelease Sharmi-
lawhen they met the deputy
chief minister.

newspaper.

No. 15(25)/2012-H&FW

Government of India

Planning Commission

(Health & Family Welfare Division)

Applications in hard copy are invited for two “Young
Professionals” in Health & Family Welfare Division of
Planning Commission on contract basis. See details at
http://www.planningcommission.gov.in/news/

circular/index.php?news=cirbody.htm
The last date for receipt of applications is 15 days from
the date of publication of this advertisement in the
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ower and Traffic Block on
BAK Loop Section

For electrification work in connection with double
line work, Power and Traffic Block for 3 hours (from
12.35 hrs. to 15.35 hrs.) for consecutive 5 days i.e.
from 19.12.2013 (Thursday) to 23.12.2013 (Monday})
will be necessary between Bhandartikuri and
Nabadwip Dham stations on BAK Loop section.
Consequently, the following arrangements have been
made in train running on those days :
Short Termination/Short Origination

Dn Katwa-Howrah Local

{dep.15.00 hrs.).

EASTERN &) RAILWAY  adunique

At Nabadwip Dham : e 37747 Up Bandel-Katwa Local
will be short terminated at Nabadwip Dham (arr. 13.27
hrs.) and 37748 Dn Katwa-Bandel Local will be short
originated from Nabadwip Dham (dep.13.40 hrs.)
e 37917 Up Howrah-Katwa Local will be short
terminated at Nabadwip Dham (arr. 14.31 hrs.) and
37924 Dn Katwa-Howrah Local
originated from Nabadwip Dham (dep.14.56 hrs.),

At Bhandartikuri : ¢ 37748 Dn Katwa-Bandel Local will
be short terminated at Bhandartikuri (arr. 13.17 hrs.)
and 37747 Up Bandel-Katwa Local will be short
originated from Bhandartikuri (dep.13.35 hrs.) e 37924
will be short terminated at
Bhandartikuri (arr. 14.48 hrs.) and 37917 Up Howrah-
Katwa Local will be short originated from Bhandartikuri

The block is absolutely essential from the safety point of
view as well as smooth running of trains. There may be
delay in train running during block period. Inconvenience
likely to be caused is regretted.

Divisional Railway Manager/Howrah

will be short

cate

the same

DEPARTMENT RELATED PARLIAMENTARY
STANDING COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL
PUBLIC GRIEVANCES, LAW AND
JUSTICE INVITE SUGGESTIONS

ON

THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BILL, 2013

The Assam Legislative Council Bill, 2013 as introduced in the
Rajya Sabha on the 10th December, 2013, has been referred on
11th December, 2013 to the Department-related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances, Law and

Justice, headed by Shri Shantaram Naik, Member, Rajya

Sabha for examination and report within three months.

2. The Bill intends to create Legislative Council for the State of
Assam with forty two members. The Assam Legislative
Assembly has passed a resolution on 14th July, 2011 for
creation of such Council in that State. The Committee has
decided to invite memoranda containing views/suggestions
from the individuals/organisations interested in the subject
matter of the Bill and also to hear select oral evidence on the
subject matter of the Bill from interested stakeholders.

3. Those desirous of submitting memoranda to the Committee
may send two copies thereof, neatly typed in double space
(either in English or Hindi) to Sh. Ashok Kumar Sahoo, Joint
Director, Rajya Sabha Secretariat, 222, Second Floor,
Parliament House Annexe, New Delhi-110001 (Tel. 23035365,
Fax: 23016784, E-mail: rs-cpers @sansad.nic.in within thirty
days from the date of publication of this advertisement. Those
who are willing to appear before the Committee for oral
evidence, besides submitting the memorandum, may also indi-

memorandum. However,
Committee's decision in this regard shall be final.

4. The memoranda submitted to the Committee, would form part
of the records of the Committee and be treated as confiden-
tial. Any violation in this regard would constitute a breach of
privilege of the Committee.

5. The Bill has been published in the Gazette of India,
Extraordinary Part Il, Section 2, dated the 10th December,
2013. Copies of the Bill can be obtained on written request to
the abovementioned Officer or can be downloaded from the
official website of the Rajya Sabha: http://rajyasabha.nic.in

in their

the

under the Link Committees, Sub-link “Bills with the
Committees”.
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Fair weather ally

hat the electoral alliance the Congress

formed with the DMK in Tamil Nadu in

2004 was on the rocks was known in 2011

itself when the electorate sent a clear mes-
sage in the Assembly election that the Congress
was responsible for letting down Sri Lankan
Tamils in the final stages of the war in the sum-
mer of 2011 and the DMK, as a major partner in
the ruling alliance, failed to alter the course.
Continuance of the alliance was not in the inter-
est of either party. But the DMK wanted to
extract the last ounce of benefits before calling it
quits. Muthuvel Karunanidhi, president of the
DMK, always maintained the party was a ‘family’
and its first family needed the support of the
Congress to get his daughter Kanimozhi, an
accused in the 2G spectrum scam, re-elected to
the Rajya Sabha this year.

With last week’s Assembly election results in
four States going against the Congress, the DMK
is convinced its ally is a sinking ship. The sooner
it gets out the better it would be for the party, the
same way it jumped the BJP-led NDA ship in
2004. Unlike popular opinion of the time that
‘India was shining,” the DMK weather-cock accu-
rately predicted defeat of the NDA. The tragedy
of the DMK is it is not even the main opposition
party in Tamil Nadu today.

That honour has gone to the fledgling Desiya
Murpoku Dravida Kazhagam led by Tamil film
star Vijayakanth. The Congress is trying to forge
an alliance with the DMDK and other minor
regional parties in the State. Even if the 14
December general council of the DMK had not
decided to sever ties, the Congress was not keen
on continuing the alliance. Its attempt to go back
to its old ally, the ATADMK, was spurned by Jay-
alalitha, who herself is a contender for the Prime
Minister’s post.

No two elections are the same, but the 2014
Lok Sabha election is destined to throw up many
surprises, at least in Tamil Nadu. It is not going
to be a fight between the two Dravidian majors,
the ATADMK and the DMK, with the national par-
ties trying to take a piggyback ride on either of
them. The BJP is wary of reviving its alliance
with the DMK, lest it turns out to be a liability.
Bereft of any national or State problem to focus
the campaign on, parties have made the Sri
Lankan Tamil problem the main issue. After the
trouncing the DMK received in the 2011 Assembly
election, Karunanidhi has revived the Tamil
Eelam Supporters Organisation which had re-
mained dormant since 1987. Saturday’s meeting
of the DMK general council passed a resolution
urging the Union government to move a resolu-
tion in the UN Human Rights Council seeking a
credible international inquiry into the Kkilling of
Tamil civilians, and war crimes and human
rights violations by President Mahinda Raja-
paksa and the Sri Lankan army. It also wanted
India to facilitate a referendum among Sri
Lankan Tamils to find a lasting solution to the
ethnic crisis.

Hit and run

wo aspects of a mysterious accident in the
early hours of 8 December on Mumbai’s
Pedder Road demand comment. But first
let’s consider the facts, as far as they are
known. The accident took place when a car cost-
ing as much as a bungalow in Kolkata and owned
by a Reliance group company crashed at high
speed into two vehicles at about 1.30 a.m. The
offending car was being followed by two other
vehicles owned by the group. It is reported that
security personnel in the escort vehicles whisked
the driver ~ described by one eyewitness as a
young man ~ away from the spot. Photographs of
the badly damaged Reliance car ~ which was
missing a wheel ~ show why it was abandoned.
Several hours later, a 55-year-old man employed
by Reliance presented himself at a police station
and confessed to having been the driver of the
offending car. The company in a statement said
the driver had taken the car for a test drive
because it hadn’t been used the previous day. It
added that the escort vehicles were part of stan-
dard security procedure.
The company’s story raises several questions.
A test drive at1-30 a.m.? A test drive at high

POLICY WONKS WONDER WHETHER IT IS ALL
GIMMICKRY FOR INDIATO RAISE ITS VOICE OF
CONSCIENCE FOR THE STRICKEN AND THE WEAK
IN A GLOBAL FORUM WHEN ITS OWN POLICIES
ARENOT PROPERLY DESIGNED TO REJUVENATE
A SECTOR THAT CONTINUES TO BE IN THE
DOGHOUSE, DESPITE ALL THE NOISE AND
FERVOUR WITH WHICH THE POLITICAL CLASS
AS A WHOLE SPEAKS FOR THE KISANS AND
OFTEN
VIBRANCY OF THE RURAL INDIA THAT IS
CALLED BHARAT

EXTOLS THE STRENGTH AND

he hoopla about how India’s Commerce and Industry
Minister, Mr Anand Sharma, stood his ground gallantly
in pitching for the developing world’s basic rights to
protect the interests of farmers in general and the coun-
try’s nascent National Food Security (NFS) Act in particu-
lar at the Bali Ministerial of the WTO have subsided in the
wake of a welter of other domestic issues. A realistic
assessment of the ground factors is, therefore, in order. The
obdurate posturing by

Ballyhoo in Bali

Year Plan (2012-2017) on Con-
sumer Affairs, which called for
steps to improve competition in
agriculture produce market and
reform on APMCs, fostering a
single unified agricultural mar-
ket, improve infrastructure
such as irrigation, technology

and storage, improve spot and
futures market, integrate ware-
housing and cold-chain facili-
ties and extend priority credit, the Government at the Cen-
tre always resorts to the refrain that most of these steps are
in the realm of the State governments and it can do little.
This tendency to pass the buck and escape blame is easier
and surprisingly the suave Union Finance Minister Mr P
Chidambaram, who once observed that “the buck stops
here” in some other context, gleefully lectured to “highlight
the inaction of the State governments” in implementing the
provisions of the Agriculture Produce Markets Act and the
Essential Commodities Act at the Delhi Economics Con-
clave on 11 December.

Not only does the Centre do but a little in the form of
waiving off farm credit or beefing up credit to the farm sec-
tor under duress from allies or for electoral gains but also
periodically takes steps to belittle the aam aadmi through
freebies and subventions which do not even reach the
intended beneficiaries beyond a few or party followers
because of the irremediable leakage and wastage such mea-
sures usually result in, without due monitoring mecha-
nism. Although the country had been setting a target of
four per cent growth in agriculture over the years, even in
the last eleventh five-year Plan (2007-12), the average annual
growth was 3.7 per cent with fluctuations ranging from an
abysmal 0.1 per cent and 0.8 per cent in two successive years
of 2008-10 to a high of 7.9

G SRINIVASAN

India’s leader of the delega-
tion to Bali no doubt earned
him brownie points, though
several kisan associations
assailed our abject surren-
der to the strong-arm tactics
of the advanced countries
in limiting the subsidies till
anew mechanism is put in
place before the eleventh
ministerial, i.e., in a span of
four years from now.

A terse press statement
from the WTO Secretariat
issued after the Bali jam-
boree said that agreement
on the agriculture part of
the Bali package required
sorting out two issues. As
clear from the deliberations
of the five-day conclave
from December 3 to 7, much

per cent in 2010-11. Again,
for the ongoing 12th Plan,
the growth target is set at
the same historic four per
cent. In the absence of mea-
sures to augment farm out-
put through productivity-
enhancing boosters such as
well-knit extension ser-
vices, assistance to adapt
the tested technologies
through easy transfer from
the field to the farmers’
level and providing them
adequate marketing outlet
by freeing them from many
disabilities that character-
ize their jittery journey
from sowing to harvesting
that fetches them next to
nothing after exacting all
their sweat and toil. What

of the focus was on shield-

ing pubic stockholding programme for food security in
developing countries so that they would not be challenged
legally even if a country’s agreed limits for trade-distorting
domestic support were breached. The proposed solution as
such would be interim and much of the discussion was
about what would happen at the end of the interim period.
That is why we have an odd definition of what constitutes
interim when an irate Mr Anand Sharma derisively defined
it as not just temporary! Anyway, the outcome of consulta-
tions was for the interim solution to exist until a permanent
one is agreed, with a work programme set up aiming to pro-
duce a permanent solution in four years, the WTO said
unambiguously lest any country should get the message
wrong and twist it to suit its political headwinds back home.
This clearly means that India has not succeeded in wresting
the best bargain to find a lasting solution to the crucial
issue of providing subsidized sale of grains to millions of
its poor people and the reprieve it earned is only for a few
years, as was widely reported even before the Bali Minister-
ial.

Notwithstanding the grandstanding gesture to tom-tom
our credentials as the saviour of the poor and the downtrod-
den, the path India chose to tread to persist with the folly of
ever-ending escalation of its food subsidies risks exposing it
before long when the chips are down. No less a body than
the House Panel attached to the Ministry of Finance headed
by the former Finance Minister, Mr Yashwant Sinha, has in
its action-taken report on ‘inflation and price rise’, tabled in
Parliament in the winter session, made a scathing indict-
ment of the measures initiated by the Government, stating
that they had fallen far short of a comprehensive food pric-
ing and management policy. It particularly zeroed in on the
existing system of food management which is run through a
mechanism of Minimum Support Price (MSP) for procure-
ment of foodgrains and distribution through the public dis-
tribution system (PDS), which is “beset with corruption and
full of leakages”. Instead of implementing a menu of mea-
sures outlined by the Working Group of the Twelfth Five-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

else the various measures
being taken or under way by the government-sponsored
machinery helped in providing a modicum of comfort to the
kisan is anybody’s guess?

Small wonder that the first revised estimates released
by the Central Statistics Organization (CSO) on 31 January
2013 revealed that the contribution of agriculture and allied
sectors in the gross domestic product (GDP) at 2004-05 price
declined from 14.6 per cent in 2009-10 to 14.5 per cent in 2011-
12 and further to 13.7 per cent as per the provisional esti-
mates of the CSO published on 31 May 2013. If the contribu-
tion of agriculture to the GDP is steadily but surely plung-
ing with mass emigration of farmers in quest of livelihood
security to cities or staying put in rural areas for doing little
by way of asset-building activities but benefitting all the
more by the design-flawed Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee programme, how can the country
ensure its food security to all? Even its ill-advised MSP and
other subventions extended to the poorest sections had only
remotely helped to mend matters, with the government at
the Centre wringing its hands helplessly and the poor
pathetically.

Policy wonks wonder whether it is all gimmickry for
India to raise its voice of conscience for the stricken and the
weak in a global forum when its own policies are not proper-
ly designed to rejuvenate a sector that continues to be in the
doghouse, despite all the noise and fervour with which the
political class as a whole speaks for the kisans and often
extols the strength and vibrancy of the rural India that is
called Bharat. Perhaps a paradigm shift in thinking tem-
pered by suitable policy ballast that goes a long way in
boosting the confidence and the productivity of the kisans
with the active involvement of the private sector as a corpo-
rate social responsibility may fit the bill and unclog the sys-
tem of its selfishly abhorrent vested interests, including
political parties.
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Thaksin factor
all over again

oups and elections have

become a routine fixture

in Thailand. And this

time around, will it be
the pro- or anti-Thaksin forces
who will prevail. On Monday, in
a televised address, Thailand’s
Prime Minister Yingluck Shi-
nawatra announced she would
dissolve parliament and hold a
snap election.

“Wah, another election in
Thailand,” said a colleague at
Menara Star in the Petaling
Jaya office. “There might not
be an election,” I said. On that
Monday, hundreds of thousan-
ds were marching to the Gov-
ernment House (the office of
the Thai prime minister) to for-
ce the Yingluck government to
step down.

The prime minister’s att-
empt to pass an amnesty bill in

Fa 2Y=g parliament
STy R
have pard-
oned her older brother, Thaks-
in, of his criminal conviction
sparked the latest street pro-
test. Under pressure from
demonstrators who have flood-
ed the streets of Bangkok for
weeks, Yingluck told the Thais:
“At this stage, when there are
many people opposed to the
government from many groups,
the best way is to give back the
power to the Thai people and
hold an election. So the Thai
people will decide.”

There might not be an elec-
tion because the Thai people —
three fifths of the voting elec-
torate mostly from rural north
and northeast of the country —
will decide to vote into power a
party linked to Thaksin, who
was Thai prime minister from
2001 to 2006. Since 2001, parties
~ Thai Rak Thai (TRT), Peo-
ple’s Power Party (PPP) and
Pheu Thai ~ controlled by
Thaksin have comfortably won
all Thai polls. So how do you
get into power without allowing
the Thai people to decide?

(4 IN MEMORIAM

BHOWMIK B. B. — M.Sc. (Cal.), M.Sc.
Engg. (Lond.), EN.A. — In loving memo-
ry of our Founder Managing Director, pio-
neer in the field of manufacture of X-ray
Machine in India, who passed away on
December 18, 1970. — Staff and workers
of Radon House (P) Ltd.

(PL347)
GHOSH HIRAN KUMAR — Our eldest
brother, whose early exit at a very tender
age was like a Tsunami that ravaged our
family life completely, always remem-
bered by his family members.

(PL343)
GHOSH KAUSIK — Remembered on
birthday in silent tears. — Heart-broken
parents Tripti, Kanak.

(PL346)
MOTILAL B. M. (Advocate) —
Remembered today, everyday in tears.
Maa and Borobou too no more. —
Biswajit, Bharati, Abhijit.

(BPL348)

ROY RATHINDRANATH — In loving
memory of my husband, who left so
suddenly at Durgapur in 1962. — Krishna.

(PL345)
SENGUPTA PROF. SHANTIRANJAN —
Of Calcutta High Court, University Law
College, Barishal and Paikpara. — Warm-
ly remembered by Jyotirmoyee, children
and grandchildren.

(PL344)

Hue and cry in the name of modernism

speed? A test drive with two security vehicles in
tow? A test drive that led to not one but two mov-
ing vehicles being smashed up? A company dri-
ver who fled from the spot but showed up appar-
ently unscathed the next day? It’s almost as if the
car being tested was a 1957 Landmaster likely to
break down any moment and not a multi-crore
Aston Martin Rapide; as if it was Mr Bean and
not a driver of some experience behind the
wheel. The other surprising aspect of this acci-
dent is that these elementary and completely logi-
cal questions are just not being asked. Not by
Mumbai Police, whose job it is to investigate the
accident, and not by Mumbai’s media contingent
- including national television channels — that
ought to be chasing the story. Some of the reports
that were published have mysteriously vanished
from the websites of media organisations. Yet the
story is increasingly arousing comment on web
blogs and social media sites, where the overarch-
ing power of a business conglomerate does not
yet extend. Mumbai and Maharashtra are ruled
by the Congress, accused often of kowtowing to
big business interests. But even governments
that underscore the fact that laws are not applied
uniformly in this nation of inequities must
realise there will be a day of reckoning. Surely
those in power realise that not solving such a
mystery in an election year could have fatal con-
sequences.

SIR, The Supreme Court order
declaring same-sex relationshi-
ps as illegal, in accord with Sec-
tion 377 of the Indian Penal Co-
de, has sparked a controversy
across the country. It is almost
as if there are no other prob-
lems to address. Strong moral
and ethical standards and val-
ues have formed the foundation
of our ethos, our traditions and
our social life. True, evolution
is a continual process, one that
is subject to change. But cer-
tain values are eternal. Tradi-

tion and culture are the out-

values. The Congress must
address the burning issues of
unemployment and inflation
instead of participating in the
hullabaloo and according dis-
proportionate importance to
the non-issue of gay-sex. Yes, it
is immoral; but it is of no rele-
vance in terms of governance.
Yours, etc., Samares
Bandyopadhyay,
Kolkata, 17 December:

NRI HOMILIES
SIR, The “winter birds” have

started arriving in India from
Germany, Oxford, Harvard,
Chicago, Berkeley, New York
and so on.

They give us sermons on
various issues and we feel
enlightened. Amartya Sen is
already in our midst. I take this
opportunity to ask him a sim-
ple question.

Under the guidance of
Sen’s intimate friend, Man-
mohan Singh, we discarded
Nehruvian Socialism two
decades ago. Our economic
policy is now determined

come of social interaction over
generations. This cannot be
rendered topsy-turvy overnight
and in the name of modernism.
Same-sex relationships are not
anatural and universally
accepted practice in our soci-
ety. Yet homosexuals ought not
to be ignored by society; they
should be allowed to lead their
lives on their terms, select their
partners without hurting the
sentiments of others.

This is a very minor issue
and should not have snowballed
to the extent that it has in the
name of modernism. Mod-

ernism reflects the mind. The
youth must not ignore their
roots and ape western culture.
Yours, etc., Subir Kr Datta,
Kolkata, 16 December.

A NON-ISSUE

SIR, The Supreme Court order
on gay-sex is neither archaic
nor regressive. It has simply
upheld the constitutional
validity of Section 377 of the
IPC which holds that same-gen-
der sexual relationship is
against nature and the tradi-
tional cultural and religious

by the bureaucrats of the
PMO, the Finance Ministry,
and the Reserve Bank of
India.

Given the circumstances, is
it really necessary to retain the
Planning Commission at the
tax-payers’ expense? Just a few
months back, a sum of Rs 3.5
million was spent by its Deputy
Chairman for the renovation of
two toilets in Yojana Bhavan.
Was it not immoral and unethi-
cal?

Yours, etc., Somnath Roy,
Kolkata, 16 December:

A YEAR AFTER

53 mega cities, the NCRB report said.

SIR, Apropos the report, “For better or for worse?” (16 December), a year has passed since the
gangrape and murder of a 23-year-old woman. The laws have been tightened and fresh legislation
introduced. The reality, however, remains ever so fearsome. According to the report of the
National Crime Records Bureau, rape cases doubled and there was a six-fold increase in molesta-
tion since 16 December last year. West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh incurred the dubious distinc-
tion of the highest crime rate against women. Delhi has reported 17.6 per cent of rape cases, 31.8
per cent of abductions, 14 per cent of dowry deaths and 10.1 per cent of molestation cases.
Indeed, the National Capital Region recorded 13.3 per cent of total crimes against women among

The anniversary of the Delhi rape made no difference to the situation. It was regarded as a
one-off; things returned to ‘normal’ in a city which celebrates hedonism, not humanism.
Yours, etc., SS Paul, Chakdaha (Nadia), 16 December.

see
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Ikrspective
Unjustified helplessness

We may also notice the defi-
nition of a person resident in
India under Section 2 (v) of
FEMA. It means an office,
branch or agency outside India
owned or controlled by a person
resident in India. It may be
noted that Sections 4 and 8
would disable a resident to
acquire, hold, own, possess or
transfer any foreign exchange
or foreign security outside
India. And the word transfer has
been defined in FEMA to
include sale, purchase,
exchange, mortgage, pledge, gift,
loan, or any other form of trans-
fer of right, title, possession or
lien. So, the violation of Indian
laws and power of Indian
authorities to take action exists.

And let us stop finding ali-
bis for bashing the rupee our-
selves under external pressure.
Rupee's exchange rate is entire-
ly RBI driven, being the most
dominant player in the Indian
forex market. The new RBI Gov-
ernor has done well to recog-
nise, as it appears, that rupee's
gradual appreciation would bol-
ster India's CAD and fiscal
deficit both. From Rs.68.80 per
dollar on 28 August to around
Rs.61 in December has been a
good phase, as the external sec-
tor seems to be past its worst. It
can and must improve as rupee

Bishwaijit Bhattacharyya

r. P Chidambaram says that ris-
ing volume of trade in rupee in
the offshore non-deliverable for-
ward (NDF) market is a major
concern. The rising volume of
trade in Indian currency would
affect the value of the rupee
adversely in the domestic mar-
ket he added.

But is the NDF market real-
ly outside the regulatory over-
sight of the Indian government
as the Finance Minister clearly
seems to suggest?

Consider this: Foreign
Exchange Management Act,
1999 (FEMA) applies to all
branches, offices and agencies
outside India owned or con-
trolled by a person resident in
India and also any contraven-

jurisdiction.

(<5 CROSSWORD

tion thereunder committed out-
side India by any person to
whom FEMA applies. Notice the
words "contravention ... commit-
ted outside India". This clearly
shows that FEMA can have
extra territorial operation if not

Mr.Chidambaram categori-
cally asserts "...the volume of
trade of the rupee in the NDF
market is multiple times of vol-
ume in the official domestic
exchanges, there is an urgent
need to resolve the issues
inhibiting the growth of the cur-
rency derivatives market". Mark
the words "official domestic
exchange". He concedes, and
correctly so, that the NDF mar-
ket is unofficial. He also knows
that daily volume of trade in the
NDF market is at least 20 Billion

ers of NDF are.

Indian roots.

nozse72 (@S MELTING POT ARATI R JERATH

US Dollars, in contrast with the
daily volume of domestic Indian
market forex trade amounting
approximately to USD 15 billion,
even on a conservative estimate.
That being the reality, Mr.Chi-
dambaram cannot feign igno-
rance as to who the market play-

Has Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED), directly under him,
issued any notice to a single
player of the NDF market? It is
common knowledge who the
players in the NDF market are
and their Indian presence, if not

You just need to open the
Reuter Monitor Screen to know
the tip of the iceberg. You don't
even have to ask the Central
Bureau of Investigation to find
out which important individu-

als are operating in the Singa-
pore, Hongkong and Dubai mar-
ket for NDF. Without India con-
nection, nobody would play
around in the rupee which can-
not cross, even today, the nation-
al barrier under the exchange
control regulations of India.
Even authorised dealers of for-
eign exchange in India cannot
sell rupee to their overseas
branches and correspondents in
the forward market. Let one
authorised dealer try and the
RBI and the ED would pounce
upon them. That is India's law
as of today.

Consequently, the helpless-
ness expressed by the Finance
Minister is entirely unjustified.
The FM can tackle the situation
firmly and resolutely only if he
really wishes to.

strengthens below Rs.60 per dol-
lar. In fact, with an appreciating
rupee the NDF market will col-
lapse. Ask any NDF market play-
er and he will tell you that the
NDF market has thrived under
the depreciating rupee scenario.
Just go on speculating how
much more rupee will lose
tomorrow morning. Many have
made a killing. And killings of
astronomical sums!

Mr.Finance Minister, just
ask ED to issue one notice to an
important Indian NDF player
under the FEMA and don't bash
the rupee; you will find that
your concern over the NDF
market has vanished instantly.
And the Indian economy has
gained !

THE WRITER IS A SENIOR ADVOCATE, SUPREME
COURT AND A FORMER ADDITIONAL SOLICITOR-
GENERAL OF INDIA

tempest? Most
unwise (8)
Takes flight when
called up in part of
airport (4,4)
Nursery puts
children into
group ... (10)
... inwhich
lessons can be
learned, at the end
of the day (7,5)
The old bird
parties (4)
Maybe Steptoe’s
expression of
surprise over rare
antique (6)
A great deal
loaned during
extremes of
poverty (6)
11 Bored couple
relaxed around
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ACROSS

Band’s singer
initially rubbish (6)
Notice man’s cool

pioneer makes
spectacular show

-

3,2,7)
21 Kiss and cuddle

IS

about position of after second drink | «

princip?al ®) 4) mid-morning (12)
9 Securefirstclass 22 Parts of book 14 Source of

upgrade to start about various complaint from

two girls about my
French (10)

16 Officer consigned
to carry gear on
manoeuvres (8)

17 Astronomer: he’s
invited into girls’

with in carriage (6)
10 Cop runs in
woman going after
dope (8)
12 A bitinsane,
rambling when not
all there? (2,8)

Norse characters
(10

24 Stop killer getting
angry (8)

25 Chemical left
hidden in sand (6)

26 See poet

13 Son initially left welcomed in my class (8)
unappetising part of Italy (8) 19 Charge a shilling
treacletart(4) 27 Award-winning to go by boat? (6)

15 Hard man bags author’s strange 20 Anti-aircraft
spoils at front of lament (6) weapon making

shop in this? (5-3-  poWN hair stand on end
4)

repeatedly (6)
18 Working in partof 1 About to leave 23 Part of far eastern
studio, movie islands at start of land (4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required.
(By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Rahul battles to stay afloat

ahul Gandhi is down after the Con-
gress party's near total rout in the
recent round of assembly elections,
but he's obviously hoping he's not
out. As chatter intensifies about a
Narendra Modi versus Arvind
Kejriwal face-off in 2014, the Con-
gress heir apparent is trying des-
perately to stay in the fight with a
makeover to shed the reluctant
prince image.

The latest in a series of moves
crafted to affirm that he is ready to
step up and take charge was a two-
and-a-half hour meeting with jour-
nalists. He has met editors in the
past but this time, he agreed to go
down the ladder by inviting chiefs
of news bureaus to join him in a
freewheeling, off-the-record discus-
sion. Congress circles are abuzz
about Rahul's latest outreach effort.
Speculation is that next in line for
an audience with the Gandhi scion
are Congress beat correspondents
who he has shunned in the past.

To be fair, Rahul hasn't wasted
time after the stunning electoral
humiliation. He came out with his
mother to address the media on
counting day. He joined the outcry
against the Supreme Court's con-
troversial ruling against homosex-
uality. Last week, he addressed his
first ever formal press conference
in the media room at his party
headquarters. And unlike his
impromptu brash intervention on
the government ordinance to pro-
tect convicted MPs, he stuck to the
script at the presser with carefully
worded formulations on the gov-
ernment's Lokpal bill.

Many in the Congress feel that
Rahul should have started prepar-
ing the ground for his accession in
2009 when the party got second
wind after an unexpected election
victory. He could have ridden the
momentum of that success. Should
they be consoling themselves
instead with the thought that it's
better late than never? Or is it a
case of too little, too late?

All in the stars

Talking of auspicious periods, the
BJP's newly elected chief ministers
in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh rushed to be sworn in
before the stars shut down for a
month on December 15. Results
were out on the 8th so they had
barely a week in which to take

charge. And they had to do it one
by one so that the entire pantheon
of leaders could be present at all
three functions.

It left the new chief ministers
with no time to complete consulta-
tions on cabinet formation. Conse-
quently, newly elected MLAs aspir-
ing to be ministers are faced with a
Hobson's choice.

The dark period ends only after
Makkar Shankranti which falls on
January 14. So, either they wait for
a month for the stars to brighten
again so that they can take oath at
an auspicious time. Or, if they are
in a hurry to grab ministerial
berths, they will have to take the
risk of assuming office during an
unfavourable period.

Chandrababu warms up to NDA
TDP chief Chandrababu Naidu is
desperate to join the NDA, it seems.
Last week, he rushed to Delhi and
was closeted with BJP president
Rajnath Singh for a long time.
Then, he flew to Bhopal for Shivraj
Singh Chouhan's oath taking cere-
mony for a third innings as chief
minister of Madhya Pradesh.
Naidu joined the entire top leader-
ship of the BJP on the dais and
then went into a closed door meet-
ing with Narendra Modi after that.
The two were locked in discussions
for nearly half an hour.

While Modi is keen to have the
TDP on board so that it dilutes his
image as a political untouchable,
the BJP is nervous about the
impact on its Andhra politics. On
the one hand, an alliance with
Naidu could rebound in Telangana
after the TDP's high-pitched cam-

paign for a united Andhra. The BJP
has long supported the formation
of a separate state of Telangana
and hopes to capitalise on this in
2014 by winning a couple of seats in
the region. On the other hand,
Naidu could prove a valuable ally
in the secular versus communal
discourse. Remember that the secu-
lar lobby once hailed Naidu as its
blue-eyed boy.

Gujral predicted hung house
Even as the BJP kept its fingers
crossed through the ding-dong bat-
tle with Arvind Kejriwal's Aam
Aadmi Party in Delhi on counting
day, it was warned by none other
than an NDA ally to expect a huge
surprise. Naresh Gujral of the Shi-
romani Akali Dal apparently
declared at the NDA meeting that
afternoon that AAP would not only
win some 20 seats but it could effec-
tively stop the BJP's march to
power in the city state that serves
as the nation's Capital.

Gujral even forecast to his
bemused friends in the BJP that
Kejriwal would pull off a victory
against Delhi chief minister Sheila
Dikshit. He told them that he him-
self had voted for Kejriwal in order
to defeat Dikshit because he knew
that the BJP nominee Vijendra
Gupta was too weak to oust her.
Interestingly, Gujral cleared his
voting choice with SAD boss
Sukhbir Singh Badal so that there
would be no blowback from the
BJP.

It seems that many BJP work-
ers and polling agents also voted
for Kejriwal as an anti-Sheila
option.

(3100 YEARS AGO

JEWISH GIRLS’
SCHOOL

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE
THEATRE ROYAL

A capital variety and Kindergarten
entertainment by the pupils of the
Jewish Girls' School was given at
the Theatre Royal last evening. It
was well attended and all the items
were highly appreciated. The senior
pupils opened with a part song
"Daffodils have come," and later on
gave an exhibition of dumb-bell
and bar-bell calisthenics. The little
folk then introduced themselves
with an amusing and unique action
song "Topsy Turvy." The first part
of the programme terminated with
a Bell's symphony, a very charming
example of Kindergarten ensemble
playing. Of the recitations, Miss
Sarah Einy in "The Brave Fireman"
and little Miss Sarah Luddy in "The
Gluttonous Duck" afforded consid-
erable enjoyment. Mrs. Reginald
Smith contributed a "Jewish Slum-
ber Song," which was charmingly
rendered. Miss Queenie McCarthy
opened the second part with a
pianoforte solo "Valse Brilliante"
which she played with her usual
finish. The Kindergarten operetta.
"The Cruise of the Trundle Bed,"
brought a most enjoyable entertain-
ment to a close.

FASHIONABLE
WEDDING AT
DELHI

(From Our Special Correspondent)
Delhi, Dec 17

The first fashionable wedding of
the season took place this evening,
with the marriage of Miss
Addensell, niece of Sir Henry and
Lady MacMahon, and Mr. Finnis, of
the Political Department, at St.
James' Church before a large and
fashionable gathering, which
included Their Excellencies the
Viceroy and Lady Hardinge, Gener-
al Sir O'Moore and Lady Creagh
and other high officials. Sir Henry
gave away the bride. The Rev. T.H.
Dickson officiated, the service
being fully choral. Captain G.H.
Russell acted as best man. A recep-
tion was afterwards held in a large
shamiana in Khudsia garden, when
Sir Henry proposed the health of
the pair, to which the bridegroom
responded. Mr. and Mrs. Finnis
then motored to Okhla, whence
they will proceed to Agra, where
the honeymoon will be spent.

CEYLON CYCLONE
PASSES OUT TO
SEA

CONSIDERABLE
DAMAGE ON COAST

(From Our Special Correspondent)
Colombo, Dec 17

The weather conditions throughout
Ceylon show a distinct improve-
ment today. The cyclone expected
yesterday missed Colombo and is
believed to have passed out to sea.
Considerable damage, however, is
reported from lower down the
coast, and at Bentota the rest-house
was blown down. The floods,
though general up-country, are not
likely to affect Colombo or the low
country, as little rain has fallen
near the source of the Kelani river,
which flows into Colombo.

Information regarding the state
of the railway is meagre owing to
telegraphic breakdowns, but it will
be some time before full service can
be recommenced. Up-country mails
will not run for several days.

ATTEMPTED
INSURANCE
FRAUD

TWO MEN CHARGED

(From Our Correspondent)
Benares, Dec 17

A sensational criminal case is
being tried in the Court of the
Joint-Magistrate. It is alleged by the
prosecution that an insurance com-
pany of the Punjab has been cheat-
ed, or at any rate, an attempt has
been made to cheat the company of
about twenty-eight thousand
rupees. One Sura Nath Bhaduri,
son of Som Nath Bhaduri, Hon-
orary Magistrate, and Mokhoda
Churan are alleged to have caused a
funeral pyre in the burning ghat to
be burnt, and a bogus sradh to be
performed of the person who had
insured his life. It is also stated that
a relation of this bogus deceased
has applied for successor's certifi-
cate in the Court of the District
Judge of Benares. The insurance
company put the CID in motion,
with the result that the above nam-

ed accused are being prosecuted.
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Mr Mahesh Balasubramanian
(L), executive V-P & head branch
banking along with Mr Tushar
Trivedi, executive V-P of Kotak
Mahindra Bank at a Press
conference in Kolkata on
Tuesday. The bank launched
'Kotak Samridhi' ~ a financial
inclusion scheme for milk pro-
ducing farmers in West Bengal ~
under which registered
members of milk unions will
receive payments against supply
of milk in their accounts. =sns

Sahara plea: Sahara
Group has approached
the Securities Appel-
late Tribunal with afresh
appeal against the Sebi,
challenging penalty
proceedings initiated
by the Sebi against
Sahara India Real
Estate Corp. m

Tax treaty: India has
signed a Double Tax-
ation Avoidance Agree-
ment with Macedonia
toprevent income tax
evasion by entities in
both countries. The
pactisalsoexpected to
increase economic
cooperation. 4|

Show cause: Taking
ahead its drive against
companies sittingidle
onmines, the coal min-
istry has slapped show
cause notices on six com-
panies, including Essar
Power and Rungta
Mines, for delays in devel-
oping the blocks. Pl

Sebi move: Listed
companies will soon have
a new corporate gov-
ernance code, requir-
ing them to justify
high executive salaries,
putting in place an
orderly succession
plan and adoptinga whis-
tle-blower policy. Pl

Infosys contract:
Infosys has bagged a
contract from Chinese
firm Fesco to devel-
op a human resource
services platform. Fesco
provides services to
more than 10,000 glob-
aluserslocated in over
100 countries. Ll

Award: Bhilai Steel
Plant, a unit of SAIL,
hasbeen awarded the
top prize in the Nation-
al Energy Conservation
Awards 2013 for its
contribution towards
efficient utilisation
and conservation of
energy. NS

CURRENCY* (N RUPEES)
us 6555
EURO %020
UK POUND 1070
YEN/100 6320
SWFR 7440
CANS 6160
SING 5330
MAL RIN 2005
THAI BAHT/100 21050

*THOMAS COOK'S SELLING RATES

ASHOK LEYLAND
FORAYS INTO WB

Kolkata, 17 December: Ashok
Leyland, the Hinduja Group
flagship, forayed into West
Bengal with the inaugura-
tion of its first dealership
for light commercial vehi-
cles here today.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr Nitin Seth, execu-
tive director, LCV and
Defence, Ashok Leyland
said: "We are extremely
happy to be in this part of
the country and I believe we
canrepeat our success story
in this market as well."

The company plans to
introduce new vehicles in
LCV truck and bus seg-
ments, he said.

The new channel partner
here will be Rajgarhia Motor;
he said, adding DOST will
be available at Rs 4.49 lakh
and STiLE will be priced at

Rs 7.79 1akh (both ex-show-
room, Kolkata). SIS
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GROWTHTO STAY

RUPEE LIKELY TO MOVE WITHIN CURRENT BAND

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, 17 December

Ratingagency Moody's today
said, in its view, the current
scenario of high inflation
and low growth is expected
to persist for a few more
quarters in India. Explain-
ing constraints surrounding
the country's sovereign rat-
ing ~ currently at BAA3
level ~Moody's blames poor
infrastructure and rising
prices for sluggish economic
growth at sub-five per cent
level.

Initslatest observations,
the rating agency points
out: "The inflation is still
high and growth is still
stuck at a low rate... Food
pricesdrivinginflationisa
serious concern although
macro-economic funda-
mentals have improved since
May on account of better cur-
rent account deficit situa-
tion."

The finance ministry
which is committed to con-
taining thefiscal deficit tar-

MOODY’S CONCERN

m Inflation is still high
and growth is still stuck
at a low rate

m  Food prices driving
inflation is a serious
concern

m  Foreign funds are
keenly watching the
unfolding political
situation in the country

get below 4.8 per cent of
the GDP islikely toachieve
its aim by cutting planned
expenditure, says Moody's.
"The finance minister is
committed to meet the fis-
cal gap target of 4.8 per
cent. Butthefact (remains)
most of the fiscal gap
financed domestically is a
credit support."

Higher fiscal deficitlim-
its the scope for credit rat-
ing revision. A few weeks
ago, Moody's had warned
about likely lowering of
India's sovereign rating to

Hyundaito hike
prices by up to 20K

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 December

Hyundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL), the country’s sec-
ond largest car manufac-
turer, today announced that
it will hike prices acrossall
its models from January
next year in order to offset
the impact of rupee depre-
ciation on its production
cost. The price increase will
vary from Rs 5,000 to Rs
20,000, the company said in
a statement issued here
today

Commenting on the price
hike, Mr Rakesh Srivasta-
va, senior vice-president,
sales and marketing, said:
“In these adverse market con-
ditions, there is continu-
ous increase in input costs
on account of rupee depre-

ciation and inflationary
trends. This has made the
price increase inevitable."

The company has been
absorbing most of the costs,
but now we are compelled
to consider the price
increase, Mr Srivastava
said. The price increase
would come into effect in
January 2014, the company
statement said. Hyundai
Motor India Limited is a
wholly-owned subsidiary
of Hyundai Motor Co.

It currently markets nine
car models across segments
~ in the A2 segment it has
Eon, Santro, 110, Grand and
i20; in the A3 segment it
offers Verna; in the A4 seg-
ment it has Elantra; in the
A5segment it offers Sonata
and in the SUV segment it
has Santa Fe.

"junk" if necessary fiscal and
structural reforms are not
pushed through on a prior-
ity basis.

Ironically, India's GDP
numbers appear better than
some other emerging
economies but its infra-
structure growth does not
compare well with these
economies. Therupee, in the
agency's opinion, is likely to
move within the current
band. "Don't expect the rupee
to either appreciate or depre-
ciate sharply and may stay
inthe currentrange." Since
global growth is expected to
remain at the current level,
India's export and import too
will remain subdued."

Foreign funds, Moody's
claim, are keenly watching
the unfolding political sit-
uation in the country as it
is one of the worries for
them."Next year's general
elections will impact the
flows coming in. There is
need tomonitor whether cap-
italflows into Indiaremain
robust."

) ()
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RBImootsstepstocheck NPAS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbali, 17 December

With a view to check rising
bad loans, the Reserve Bank
of India today proposed a
slew of measures, including
incentives to lenders for
coming together and tack-
ling an account timely and
penalising borrowers with
higher interest rates in
future for not cooperating
for a resolution.

An RBIdiscussion paper,
which is open for public
comments till 1 January,
suggests an early forma-
tion of alenders committee
with timelinestoagreetoa
plan for resolution and

incentives for lenders to
agree quickly to a plan
through “better regulato-
ry treatment” of stressed
assets.

If bankers fail to reach
aresolution plan, the assets
in question will attract accel-
erated provisioning, it says.

The development comes
amidst fear of bad loans
hitting a record high of
around Rs 2.9 trillion by
the end of this fiscal or 4.5
per cent of the total bank-
ing assets.

RBI Governor Raghu-
ram Rajan had earlier
expressed hisresolve to cor-
rect imbalances in the sys-
tem.

The paper ~ Early recog-
nition of financial distress,
prompt steps for resolution
and fair recovery for lenders:
Framework for revitalising
distressed assets in the econ-
omy ~ also suggests an
improvement in the cur-
rent restructuring process.

Proposals include an
independent evaluation of
large-value restructuring
with afocus on viable plans
and fair sharing of losses
between promoters and cred-
itors.

Promoters refusing to
cooperate with the lenders
in resolution of the stress
will find their future bor-
rowings becoming more

HDFC Bank shares crash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai, 17 December

HDFC Bank's shares today
suffered a setback following
the Reserve Bank of India's
curb on purchase of its
stocks by foreign institu-
tional investors, non-resident
Indians, foreign direct invest-
ment and via global depos-
itory receipts since the for-
eigners stake in the private
bank has surpassed the per-
missible limit of 49 per cent.

In the morning trade,
the HDFC Bank stock slipped

to an intra-day low of Rs
654.05 on the National Stock
Exchange, being the top
loser among the Nifty 50
shares. On the Bombay Stock
Exchange, the share value
plunged to Rs 655.10. The
stock in early deals was
four per cent down and
stayed under sell-off pres-
sure throughout the day.
It, finally, ended the day
on these exchanges at Rs
657.60 (down 3.91 per cent)
and Rs 658.45 (down 3.55
percent), respectively.
The bank's promoter,

HDFC, ahousingmortgage
lender, owns about 23 per
cent in HDFC Bank. The par-
ent company or the pro-
moter, however, is 74 per cent
owned by foreign investors.

Analyst said if HDFC
Bank, the country's second
largest private sector lender,
wants to increase the for-
eigners' stake, it will have
to approach the Foreign
Investment Promotion
Board or FIPB which is
empowered to permit foreign
investment up to 74 per
cent.

Apolloclaimsvictory over Cooper

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 17 December

Homegrown tyre major
Apollo Tyres today said
Delaware Supreme Court
hasruledinitsfavourin its
ongoing spat with US-based
Cooper Tire over their pro-
posed $2.5-billion merger
agreement.

“We are pleased by the
decision of the Delaware
Supreme Court today, which
did more than dismiss Coop-
er'sappeal ~ the court decid-
ed the appeal was improvi-
dently granted in the first
place,” Apollo Tyres said in
a statement.

On 12 November, pushing
for an early completion of
their merger deal, Cooper
Tire & Rubber Co had filed
with the Delaware Supreme
Courtanappeal againstthe
partial ruling on 8 Novem-

Canon forays into digital
photo printing domain

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Bangalore, 17 December

Canon India today
announced its foray into
the commercial photo print-
ing domain by launching
Dream Labo 5000 commer-
cial inkjet printers here.

It hopes to exploit the over
Rs 3000-crore digital photo
printing market in the coun-
try. Initially, the company is
targeting arevenue of Rs 100
crore from this sector.

India has become the
first country in the south
Asia where Dream Labo
5000 machines have been
launched, targeting the retail
photo and album printing
industry, especially the Rs

1800-crore market for wed-
ding photographs.

A function to this effect
was attended today by Mr
Kensaku Konishi, president
and CEO, Canon Singapore
PteLitd, and Mr K Kobayashi,
president and CEO, Canon
India. They told newsmen
here that Dream Labo offers
the production photo print-
ing market a viable alter-
native to silver halide tech-
nology while revitalising
the industry.

Inaddition, it offers both
the production photo and the
small batch premium print-
on-demand markets sub-
stantial new revenue oppor-
tunities. GK Vale, a Canon
India premium partner in

Bangalore, is the first cus-
tomer to purchase and install
the machine.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr Alok Bharadwaj,
executive vice-president,
Canon India, said: “India is
aRs 3000-crore photo print-
ingindustry with the lion’s
share coming from wed-
dingalbums and travel vaca-
tion photos.”

While there has been a
tremendous change in photo
capturing, the printingart,
he said, continues to be
dominated by conventional
silver halide technology
which is just too old while
the digital alternative is
not matching customer
expectations.

ber, 2013 by Delaware
Chancery Court.

Under the partial ruling
of the lower court, Cooper
and Apollo were required “to
continue to perform their
obligations under the merg-
eragreement” till 31 Decem-
ber, 2013, the date through
which the agreement
remains in effect.

Apollo further said:
“Cooper's litigation strate-
gy todatehas donenothing
but generate unnecessary
cost for its shareholders
and for Apollo, and com-
pound the obstacles that
Coopers situation has cre-
ated for this merger.”

Stressing that the com-
pany continued to believe in
the merits of the combina-
tion with Cooper, Apollo
said: “Notwithstanding
Coopers stated aim to con-
tinue to pursue its mis-

RLY FREIGHT
EARNING UP 8%

New Delhi, 17 December: The
Railways has earned Rs
59,069.73 crore from freight
traffic during April-Novem-
ber 2013 as compared to Rs
53,923.37 crore during the
corresponding period last
year.

According to a Press
release issued by the min-
istry of railways, the nation-
altransporter carried 677.58
million tons of commodity-
wise freight during April-
November as compared to
647.01 MT during the cor-
responding period last year.

Out of total earnings of
Rs7,880.44 crore from com-
modity-wise freight during
November, Rs 3,293.18 crore
came from transportation
of 39.91 MT of coal. g

| SHARES SURGE

Apollo Tyres

shares surged by
4.13% on the BSE dur-
ing afternoon trade

In June Apollo

had announced it
will acquire Cooper
Tire & Rubber Co

guided legal claims, (Apol-
lo) is committed to finding
a sensible way forward, if
possible.”

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Apollo Tyres surged
by 4.13 per cent on the BSE
during the afternoon trade
from the previous close of
Rs 88.25 apiece.

In October, Cooper filed

a complaint in Delaware
Court of Chancery to push
for completion of their merg-
er and stated that the Indi-
anfirm was seeking to delay
an agreement with USW,
which represents Cooper
employees at facilities in
Findlay, Ohio, and
Texarkana, Arkansas.

Apollohad denied this but
sought price reduction in the
$2.5-billion deal citing prob-
lemsrelated to the USfirm's
operations in China and
concessions to the workers
union but was rejected by
Cooper.

In June, Apollo had
announced it will acquire
Cooper Tire & Rubber Co in
anall-cash transaction val-
ued at around $2.5 billion
(nearly Rs 14,500 crore) and
the merged entity was billed
to become the seventh largest
tyre maker in the world.

‘Mid-term review to
show work done’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 17 December

The deputy chairman of
the Planning Commission,
Mr Montek Singh Ahlu-
walia, has said the mid-
term appraisal of the 12th
Plan of the Planning Com-
mission for which prepara-
tory work has started will
be a good opportunity for the
government to judge the
work done so far.

“I think mid-term
appraisal will be a good
opportunity to judge what
it is that we have got right,
what is that we got almost
right and what it is that we
need to address,” Mr
Ahluwalia said while

addressing the Health Sum-
mit organised by Confed-
eration of Indian Industry
(CII) here today.

He said the mid-term
appraisal of 12th Plan (2012-
17) will be done by the end
of 2014.

“In the Planning Com-
mission, the institute has to
produce the mid-term
appraisal of the 12th Plan
somewhere towards the end
of thenext calendar year. Of
course, we will have a new
government in place... and
the new Commission. So
the actual mid-term
appraisal will be with the for-
mation of new government,”
the Planning Commission
deputy chairman said.

expensive, the paper sug-
gests. On the asset sales
front, the RBI has shown
readiness in allowing a
lender to spread any loss over
two years provided the loss
isfully disclosed and allow-
ingleverage buyouts by spe-
cialised entities.

It also suggests takeout
financing/re-financing pos-
sible over alonger period and
not construing it as restruc-
turing.

Apartfrom the liberal atti-
tude in allowing leveraged
buyouts, it says sector spe-
cificcompanies and private
equity firms will be “encour-
aged” to “play activerole in
stressed assets market”.

RBI LIKELY TO UP
REPO RATE
BY 0.25%

New Delhi, 17 December: With
food prices showingno signs
of abatement, the Reserve
Bank of India islikely to hike
itskey policy rate by 0.25 per
cent tomorrow, the third
straight increase under
Governor Raghuram Rajan
as part of the war against
inflation.

Wholesale price index
inflation in November
climbed toa 14-month high
of 7.52 per cent as prices of
food items such as onions
and potatoes surged. Con-
sumer price inflation
touched anine-month high
of 11.24 per centlast month.

Factory outputfell 1.8 per
cent in October, the first con-
traction in the Index of
Industrial Production (ITP)
in four months.

“Crucially, core inflation
as well as non-food manu-
facturing inflation rose mar-
ginally in November. As a
result of rising price pres-
sures, the RBI is likely to
raise the repo rate by 0.25
per cent to 8 per cent on 18
December in its monetary
policy review, despite a still-
shrinking industrial sec-
tor,” Crisil said.

Given the price rises at
both the retail and whole-
sale levels, the RBI, with
inflation control as its prime
objective, is set to hike the
repo rate once again later
this week, it said. Axis Bank
chief economist Saugata
Bhattacharya believes the
probability of a 25-basis-
pointrate hike is more, but
“a 50-basis-point rate hike
is not off the table.”

However, Indian Over-
seas Bank chairman and
managingdirector M Naren-
drasaid the RBI could main-
tain status quo in its mid-
quarter review if it per-
ceives food inflation mod-
erating in the coming days
with improved foodgrain
production. Mr Rajan, who
delivered two repo rate
hikes of 0.25 per cent each
in as many policy reviews
since he took over on4 Sep-
tember, had mentioned that
he considered fighting infla-
tion as the central bank's
“key responsibility.”

According to HSBC chief
economist for India and
Asean, Leif Lybecker Eske-
sen, while improved supplies
may help reduce inflation,
the sticky and high CPI
headline and core inflation
is testament to the strong
underlying inflation pres-
sures in the economy. Pl

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, 17 December

UK-based Tesco Plc today
became the first global
retailer to seek the gov-
ernment's approval to set up
multi-brand outlets in India
with a plan to invest $110
million in partnership with
the Tatas.

Tesco proposes to set
up a 50-50 joint venture
with its existing Indian
partner Trent, a Tata
group firm, to open retail
stores in Bengaluru (Kar-
nataka) and Kolhapur
(Maharashtra).

“We welcome the deci-
sion of Tesco to invest in
India. On our part, we
assure them all support
for expedited clearances.
We hope that this will

mark a new beginning in
transforming India's
retail industry. I am sure

that the other global lead-

ers will also look at
investing in India,” com-
merce and industry min-
ister Anand Sharma told
reporters.

This is the first appli-
cation in the multi-brand
retail segment since the
Indian government
allowed 51 per cent for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) in multi-brand
retailing in September
last year.

Tesco has presence in

India through a joint ven-

ture with the Tatas.
These stores are located
in Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Ahmedabad and Chen-
nai.

FIRST APPLICATION

Promotion Board

Tesco has presence in India through a joint venture with the Tatas. These
stores are located in Mumbai, Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and Chennai

Tesco proposes to open three to five stores every financial year and will
sell 14 categories of products, according to its application

This is the first application in the multi-brand

retail segment since the government allowed
51 per cent foreign direct investment (FDI) in
multi-brand retailing in September last year

The proposal is likely to be taken up at the
next meeting of the Foreign Investment

Trent Limited vice-
chairman Noel Tata said:
“We believe that our
understanding of the
Indian market, coupled
with Tesco's unparalleled

global retail expertise,
will allow us to leverage
the tremendous potential
of the market to the bene-
fit of all stakeholders.”
Tesco proposes to open

three to five stores every
financial year and will
sell 14 categories of prod-
ucts, according to its
application.

The items to be sold at

PROPOSAL TO SET UP A 50-50 JOINT VENTURE WITH EXISTING INDIAN PARTNER TRENT, A TATA GROUP FIRM

Tesco seeks to open multi-brand stores

its stores include tea, cof-
fee, vegetables, fruits,
meat, fish, dairy prod-
ucts, wine, liquor, tex-
tiles, footwear, furniture,
electronics, jewellery and
books.

According to official
sources, the proposal is
likely to be taken up at
the next meeting of the
Foreign Investment Pro-
motion Board.

Tesco CEO Philip
Clarke and Trent Mr Tata
had met the commerce
and industry minister in
May to seek clarifications
on the policy, especially
on sourcing conditions.

In August, the govern-
ment eased norms for
FDI in multi-brand retail,
diluting the contentious
sourcing clause and

allowing global multi-
brand retailers to pro-
cure 30 per cent of their
products from local small
and medium enterprises
only at the start of the
business.

The foreign chains
were also given the nod to
set up stores in cities
with less than 10 lakh
population, while the
investment requirement
on back-end infrastruc-
ture by a foreign retailer
was kept at 50 per cent of
the first tranche of
investment only.

The mandatory
requirement is that for-
eign retailers have to
bring in a minimum of
$100 million capital for
setting up shops in this
country.




Ididn't Kill. Ididn't rape. I1didn't rob. Ididn't plot. I
didn't instigate. I didn't kill Meredith

The Statesman
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ACCUSED IN THE 2007 MURDER OF A ROOMMATE, IN AN E-MAIL TO THE ITALIAN COURT TRYING THE CASE

KOLKATA, WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2013

TENDER

NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR ENGINEERING WORKS

Tender Notice No: 18/0T/SBP/ENGG/2013-14
Description of Work
(1) Provision of RUB/Limited Height Subway (LHS) in lieu
of Manned Level Crossing No. JT-8 at Km. 530.026 in
between Jharsuguda-Bargarh Road section of
Sambalpur Division.
Tender Value (?)I EMD (%) |Cus( of Tender Document (?i C Period
2,58,32,351/- | 2,79,170/-| 10,000/- | 12 (Twelve) Months
*(2) Repairs to approach road and stacking ground for ‘

Dt :09.12.2013

Ballast depots at Sason and Hirakud station of Sambalpur
Division and Repairs to existing drainage system to
improve the drainage in the yards at stations between SBP-
BRGA section of Sambalpur Division.

74,62,415/-[1,49,250/-] 5,000/- |10 (Ten) Months
(3} Execution of balance work of newly constructed track
handed over by Construction Organization from Km. 524/14
to 539/14 in JSG-SBP section of Sambalpur Division.

[ [&] SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWA

CORRIGENDUM No. 1_for Tender Notice
Following corrigendum being made in the Tender Notice No. W/A/T/143/
2013-14, Dtd. 29.11.2013 issued by this office with schedule date of opening
on 13.01.2014.

SI.| particulars As Published Now read as

No.
4. |Tender Value

% 1.07,11,219/-
% 2,03,560/-

X 1,03,88,990/-
X 2,01,950/-

2. |Earnest Money
to be deposited

All other terms and conditions will remain same. The above corrigendum
in the notice can be seen on SECR website. The address of SECR
website is www. r.indianrailw v.in

CPR/13/B/539 Sr. DEN/Settlement

Pl. call Toll Free woman helpline No. 18002332534 for any assistance during journey

Sotti

) South Eastern Railway

We serve with a smile

g up of M
For and on behalf of President of India, Area Manager, Santragachi, S.E.Railway
invites sealed open tenders (Tender Notice No. C/Mech/SRC/Mech Laundry/
Retendering/NIT/13, dated 12.12.2013) “Two Packet System” (Packet-I: Technical
Bid and Packet-Il: Financial Bid) in prescribed tender forms, from
reputed with (o] e and financial cap. for the work
mentioned given below:

K icad L N

42,52,734/- [85,060/- | 3,000/ [ 08 (Eight) Months

Name of work & location |Approx. Value %) EMD (%)

{4) Construction of 08 beded Sub-ordinate Officers barrack,
recreation room and Gymnasium for RPF at Sambalpur.

| 28,63,734)- | 57,280/~ | 3,000/- | 08 (Eight) Months
(5) Dismantling of 15 Nos. of Abandoned End cabins at different ‘

stations in Jharsuguda-Titilagarh sections of Sambalpur
Division.

6,81,540/- | 13,640/- | 2,000/- |06 (Six) Months
(6} Hiring of Four Nos Road Vehicles for Two Years (Mini
truck like TATA-608 or similar model) one each for sectional
PWI at Maneswar & Charmal under SSE (P.Way)/RAIR and
for sectional PWI at Bamur & Boinda under
SSE(P.WAY)/Angul of Sambalpur Division.

37,76,720/- [75,540/- | 3,000/~ ] 02 (Two) Years

Setting up of Mechanised Laundry at Santragachi 91,16,518/- 1,82,330/-

(1 ton per 8 hr shift capacity)

Cost of tender Document: ¥ 5,000/- in favour of FA & CAO, S.E. Railwa?; Garden
Reach, Kolkata-43 (Non-refundable). Address of the office from where the tender
document can be purchased: Area Manager, Santragachi, Kharagpur Division,
S.E. Railway, PO: Jagacha, Howrah-711111. Completion Period of the work: o1
year 06 months frum the date of stamn of execution of work. Date & Time for
submission of tender: 22.01.2014 at 15.00 hrs. Date & Time for openm?
Tender: 22.01.2014 at 15.30 hrs. Webslte pamculars where oomp\ete details of
tender can be seen: www.ser.indianrailways.gov.| enders.gov.in.
Tender documents will be available period from 18. 12 2013 to 21 01.201, on all
working days up to 17.00 hrs from the office of the Area Manager, Santragachi,
S.E.Railway, on remittance of cost of tender document (non-refundable).Tender
documents will be available at websites during the period mentioned above.
same can be downloaded and used as tender documents for submitting the offer.
However the Demand Draft of Rs. 5,000/~ (Rupees five thousand only) in favour of
A & CAO/S.E. Railway/Garden Reach towards the cost of the tender documents

shall have to be enclosed separately in addition to earnest money while submitting
(he fender, otherwise tender will be summarily rejected. No relaxation will be g:ven
D society in regard of Earnest Money Deposit. -998

truck like TATA-608 or similar model) one each for SSE
(P.Way)/Balangir and SSE/P.Way/SFC at Titilagarh under
ADEN/Balangir of Sambalpur Division.

18,88,360/- | 37,770/~ | 2,000/- [ 02 (Two) Years
*(8) Hiring of One Road Vehicle for Two Years (Mini truck*

(7) Hiring of Two Nos Road Vehicles for Two Years (Mini*

like TATA- 608 or similar model) for SSE/Track

hine/S

balpur of Sambalpur Division.
9,44,180/- | 18,890/- | 2,000/ [ 02 (Two) Years
*(9) Hiring of One Road Vehicle for Two Years (Mini truck*

like TATA-608 or similar model) for SSE/(Br)/ Sambalpur of

Sambalpur Division.

9,44,180/- | 18,890/- | 2,000/- [ 02 (Two) Years
The last date and time of issue of tender form: Upto 17.00 Hrs. of 21.01.2014|
The last date and time of receipt of tenders :Upto 15.00 Hrs. 01 23.01.2014
Date and time of opening of tenders :At15.30 Hrs. on 23.01.2014
Tender forms available at : Office of the (1) Sr. Divl. Engineer
{Co-ord)/E.Co.Railway, in the DRM/E.Co. Railway, Sambalpur’s Office (for all
items), (2) Assistant Engineers, E.Co.Railway, Bolangir & Kantabanji’'s Office
(for all items) & (3) Office of Chief Engineer, E.Co. Railway,
Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar {for item No. 01) during office working
hours up to 17.00 hours of 21.01.2014 on any working day.
Tender documents will also be available in the website at
'www.eastcoastrail.indianrailways.gov.in & hitp://tenders.gov.in during
the period upto 21.01.2014.

Comp details il at : www, il.indi gov.in and
http:/itenders.gov.in. In case of any discrepancy between the tender
documents downloaded from internet and the master copy available in the
office, the latter shall prevail and will be binding on the Tenderer(s). No claim
on this account will be entertained.

Divl.Railway Manager(Engg.}, Sambalpur
SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

PR - 522/E

@ NTPC-SAIL Power Company Private Linied

(A Joint Venture of NTPC & SAIL}

ROURKELA : INVITATION TO BID/NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
({DOMESTIC COMPETITIVE BIDDING)
NIT.No.: 04/13-14 Date: 18.12.2013
NSPCL, Rourkela, Odlsha invites Sealed Tender for the following Procurement/
Works from reputed

Id uus wwE fafcs

ANDREW YULE & COMPANY LIMITED

{A Government of India Enterprise)

8, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Sarani, Kolkata - 700 001

Wanted Website Designer

Tender No: TED/WEBSITE DESIGN/2014/51

Andrew Yule & Co. Ltd., Tea Division desires to appoint a
Website Design Company to construct / design the Tea
Website with e-commerce functionality. The details for
application and participating in the Tender can be downloaded
from the Company’s website at: www.andrewyule.com
Applicants may meet the Dy. General Manager (Commercial
& Quality Control} or General Manager — Tea Division for
detailed clarification within 7 days from the date of release
of this advertisement. Subsequently applications should be
made in sealed cover within 15 days superscribing “Tender
for Website Design, Tea Division — 2013”. Tender No.:
TED/WEBSITE DESIGN/2014/51.

SMC360-12/2013

outh Eastern Railway

We serve with a smile

Tender Notice No. COS/EPS/BT/13/70 Dated: 13.12.2013
TENDERS FOR e-PROCUREMENT SYSTEM
Following tenders have been uploaded on website www.ireps.gov.in. All the tenders
will be closed at 12.00 hrs.
Tender No. &
Opening Date
83133041, 10.01.2014

Brief Description & Quantity

Book Ruled 1QR, Specification: Size-21 CMS x 29.7
CMs, Qty.= 2350.00 Nos.

Cloth Book Binding Co]our Green 1 Mtr. Width x 20
Mtrs, Qty.=4450.00 Mtr.

10131039-A, 10.01.2014  Liner Sleeve Lower, SER DRG No. KGP/DL/DE-
171, ALT-6, Qty, = 283.00 N

83133056, 10.01.2014

38133374 10.01.2014 Prehortenlng Insert for ngh Tensde CBC Draft Gear

Type-361, Qty.=5280.0

SI-No. Tender No.|Work D
01 | 13881219 |Supply of T

82.5 MVA
- o 15133007, 10.01.2014 [ Hexagon Socket Head Cap Screw‘ Qty.=1115.00 Nos.
02 13881218 |Supply of Unit Auxiliary 12.5 MVA
03 (13441217 ’Eupp]yof isor Middle Bank Coil 40133015, 10.01.2014 Elgﬁggrgtaybl—%gg oSg MMM E Beam lrradiated Cross
04 1309091 [Construction of Boundary Wall & Civil Works forAsh Dyke D 31133197, 10.01.2014

Motor with Capacitor for Transformer Oil Cooler,
Qty.=8.00 Nos

05 1308088  |Design, supply, | & C of Boiler Lift Capacity 2500KG
06 1309100 |E ion of settled Ash 7.0 Lakhs cum from Lagoon(s)

11133175-A, 10.01.2014 | Rotor (for T.M. Blower Front), Qty.= 52.00 Nos.

Bid Documents shall be on sale from: 23.12.2013 to 13.01.2014.

ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION: Addl. General Manager (C & M), NTPC-SAIL
Power Company Pvt Ltd, CPP-II, Rourkela Steel Plant. Rourkela-769011, Odisha.
Phone .No.0861-25 )644, Fax No.0681-2513179.

11133269-A, 10.01,2014 Equallser Safety Bracket, SF/DL/BE-122, ltem-2,

5, Qty. = 230.00 Nos.
C\ass Fibre Secondary Enginee Air Filter (WDG2
and WEM2C), Qty.=9.00 Nos.

11133415, 10.01.2014

DURGAPUR : INVITATION TO BID/NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
{Domestic Competitive Biding)
NIT No. NSPCL/DGP/C&M/06/2013 Date: 18.12.2013
NSPCL, Durgapur invites Sealed Bids/Tenders from eligible Bidders/ Parties
for the following

11133258, 10.01.2014 [ Kit for Hoses (4 Nl\ Abraslons and 01 Limited

Abrasions), Qty.=1

Lever Fulcrum Boll DLW Pt. No.: 11180055,
Qly.=177.00 Nos.

Cup Disc 2 Inch Angle Relief Valve, Qty.=93.00 Nos.

Top Mounting Sub Assly. with Bush Pt. A S,

Qty.=131.00 Nos.

11133056, 10.01.2014

11133065, 10.01.2014
23133177, 10.01.2014
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28 INDIANS TO BE CHARGED FOR 8 DECEMBERRIOTS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Singapore, 17 December

Singapore today said 52 Indi-
ans and a Bangladeshi will
be deported and it will pur-
sue criminal charges against
28 alleged rioters who active-
ly participated in the coun-
try's worst outbreak of vio-
lence in over 40 years, send-
ingatough message to trou-
ble-makers.

“We have taken strong
and decisive action to charge
and torepatriate those who
took part in theriot to send
astrong signal that we will
not tolerate actions by any-
one which threatenlaw and
order in Singapore,” Home

Affairs Minister Teo Chee
Hean told anews conference.

The police said that it
had completed its investi-
gations into the riot on 8
December in Little India, a
precinct of Indian-origin
businesses, eateries and
pubs where most South
Asian workers take their
Sunday break.

The trouble started after
aprivate bus fatally knocked
down an Indian pedestrian,
33-year-old Sakthivel Kuar-
avelu, in Little India. Some
400 migrant workers were
involved in the rampage
that left 39 police and civil

cars ~ damaged.

Singapore previously wit-
nessed violence of such a
scale during the 1969 race
riots.

A total of 28 individuals,
all Indians, were charged for
their involvement as “active
participants”, another 53
will be repatriated for being
participants and some 200
will be issued police adviso-
ries, police said.

Earlier, 33 had been
charged for alleged role in
the rioting but seven were
acquitted today and two
others were arraigned, bring-
ing the number of those c-

defence staff injured and 25
vehicles ~ including 16 police

harged in the violence to 28.
The 53 individuals, 52

South Eastern Railway

Corrigendum
Description of works against Tender
Notice No. T/PUB/GRC/ 2013/138,
Dated: 22.11.2013 published earlier
by Sr. Divisional Engineer now to
be read as repair to damaged
roof, beam, column, lintel, sun
shed etc. of Central Hospital at
Garden Reach Complex instead
of Repair to damaged ceiling, roof,
beam, column, floor etc. at Central
Hospital at Garden Reach Complex.
Other terms & conditions for this
tender will remain same.  PR-1001/C

NIT No. 22 OF 2013-14
for e-Tendering
Dakshin Dinajpur
Zilla Parishad

Details of NIT may be seen
in the office of the under-
signed between 11-00 hrs.
to 16-00 hrs. on any working
day and also be seen from
Website: www.wbprd.nic.in

Executive Engineer
(P&RD)

Dakshin Dinajpur Zilla
Parishad

E-TENDER NOTICE
E-tenders are being invited by the S.E., P.W.D., NBCC-Il, Jalpaiguri,
for the following works, details of which may be had from this office
during the office hours or at http://etender.wb.nic.in
Tend Ref Nos.: WBPWD/SE/NBCC-II/NIT-39/2013-2014/1,
WBPWD/SE/NBCC-II/NIT-40/2013-2014/1 & WBPWD/SE/NBCC-
1I/NIT-41/2013-2014/1.
Name of works:
1. Maintenance work of Nagrakata-Thaljhora Road from 1.00 Kmp
to 5.50 Km etc. (under 13th F.C.).
2. Construction of bridge over River Talma at 27th Km of Jalpaiguri-
Fatapukur via Rangdhamali Road etc.
3. Construction of mother and child hub (G+4) storied building at
Dist. Hospital Jalpaiguri etc.
Estt. Amounts are: Rs. 58,21,905, Rs. 3,51,09,973 & Rs.
8,56,74,704 subsequently.
Last date of downloading/submission of tenders: 29-12-2013, 1-
00 p.m. for Sl-1; 30-12-2013, 1-00 p.m. for SI. 2 & 3.
Eligibility: Enlisted Class | (R & B) contractors of P.W.D., bona fide
outsider & as per G.O. for SI. 1 & bona fide outsider & as per G.O.
for SI. 2 & 3.
Credential @ 40% of Estt. Amount in similar jobs.

REQUIREMENT OF D.G.P.S WITH OPERATOR/SURVEYOR

For and on behalf of President of India, Office of the Defence Estates Officer, Siliguri
Circle invites Quotation of Single sets of D.G.P.S (Real time) along with it's
operator/Surveyor on daily basis for surveying of Defence land of the State of West|
Bengal, Sikkim and Bihar and preparation of maps under the jurisdiction of Defence
Estates Officer, Siliguri Circle. Quotation may be submitted by the Company as well
as individual, having working experience in the subject field. Quotation must be
submitted into fwo separate envelope marked clearly as “Hiring of support staff|
(Surveyorfoperator)” and “Hiring of equipment {D.G .P.S (Real time)}"
SPECIFICATION OF WORK

Government of West Bengal
Office of the Executive Engineer
Civil Engineering Division No.lll
Sundarban Development Board
Sundarban Affairs Department

Mayukh, (Ground Floor)
Salt Lake City, Kolkata-700 091.

N.L.T. NO. WBSDB/EE/
CED-II/N.I.T.-01(e)/2013-14
e-tenders are invited by the Executive
Engineer, Civil Engineering
Division No.lll, Sundarban
Development Board from the
reliable resourceful outside
contractor's for construction of 2
{two) No. R.C.C. Jetty 1 (one} in
Bituminous road & 1 (one)
concrete road at Sundarban
Region in North 24-Parganas
District, West Bengal. Details of
which may be seen from this office
at Executive Engineer, C.E.D.-IlI
any working days during
office hours or in Web site

https:/iwbtenders.gov.in

Sd/- P. Bandyopadhyoy
Executive Engineer

Civil Ej ing Division No.lll

Sundarban Development Board

Closing date for Sale of Tender Documenl is 06.01.2014 & Cost of Tender
Documentis ¥ 1125/-for each package.
All eligible exempted NSIC/SS| units from the
authority toapplyfor tenderdocument.
er (C&M), NTPC-SAIL
epartment, Durgapur-

ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION: D General Manager
Power Company Pvt. Ltd, CPP-I], DS Complex,C&M
713203, Dist- Burdwan, W.B.

BHILAI : NOTICE INVITING TENDER (DCB) & ENLISTMENT
NIT NO : 0230/CS/OT/03/2013 Dated:18.12.2013
NSPCL-Bhilai invites tenders for followmg works:

Sl. | Pkg. No. of Work Costof [Comple-|Sale Start|Last Date
INo.| Value | Tender | tion Date/ | &Time
(¥ Lac) |Document| Period (Sale Close for
EMD Date | Receipt
(% Lac) of Bid
01 CS: | Misc. Civil works in 41.31 900.00 8 18.12.13 | 16.01.14
13091 | Township 087 Months | 11.01.14 [14:30Hrs
02 | CS: |Maintenance contract
13142 | for Ash Dyke (Lagoon| 27.18 | 900.00 24 18.12.13 | 20.01.14
&Iy and MGR 061 Months [ 13.01.14 | 14:30Hrs
Embankment
03 | CS: |Horficutture works at 16.20 | 450.00 12| 181213 20,0114
13148 | Rusbandha Township | 036 Months | 13.01.14 | 14:30Hrs
04 [ CS: |Annual conlract for
13168 | Assistance in 108.51 | 2250.00 12 18.12.13 | 13.02.14
Operation of Coal 242,00 Months | 31.01.14 [14:30Hrs
Handiing
ANSE ing of Fly 22568 | 900.00 2 18.1213 | 16.01.14
13178 | Ash Bricks 051 Months | 11.01.14 [ 14:30Hrs
06. CS: |SaleofFlyAshfrom Asper | 5000.00 - 18.12.13 | 20.01.14
13177 _| Expansion Plant bid dacs. 13.01.14 [14:30Hrs
07. | 1310180 | Supply & Retrofit of - 2250.00 [6Months| 18.12.13 | 24.01.14
6.6 KV Vacoum CB 377 15.01.14 [14:30Hrs

Technical Bids shall be opened at 15.00 hrs on last date of the receipt of bid.
NSPCL Bhilai also invite applications for enlistment of vendors { for 3 year
periad) for following categories of works in 2X250 MW Expansion Plant, 74
MW PP-2 & Township

{1} Mechanical Maint. Works in CHP/CT Cells/Offsite Areas/Turbine & Auxiliaries
/Boiler Pressure parts & Auxiliaries/Ash Handling

All Electrical Maint. Warks including HT / LT Motors, Switchgear, Lighting in
Main Plants & Township,

(3} Cold Vulcanising of Conveyor Belts

(4) Operation & Maintenance of S&T systems.

(5) Managementduring loading of coal at SECL mines

(6} JointCoal sampllng &Analysls atCoal Mines

1%

PkgNo. |D of Work i EMD 23133178, 10.01.2014 | Top Mounting Sub Assly. with Bush Pt B to SI,
Cost (4] Qty.=235.00 Nos.
S EreioE Comisaion GTEADT (¥ Lacs ) 23133186, 10.01.2014 | Insulator for Mechanism Assly. SI, Qiy.~36.00 Nos
rection & Commissioning
(Secondary Air Dampers) for 2X60MW 3317 74,000/ 38133070 10.01.2014 E))(Iy_g\ggé %[]aﬂ:’esl for LSD of Bobrn Wagon,
Boilers < - -
- — - 38133064, 10.01.2014 | 1) Control Lever for Bobrn Wagons, Qty.=215.00 Nos.
CS/13101 | Erection & Commissioning of Hot Air - —
Dampers & Plate Dampers of 2X60MW 3212 72,000/ 78135040, 10.01.2014 | One Set Furniture Consisting 78 Nos., Qty.=78.00 Nos.
Boiler. 23133176, 10.01.2014 Set of Shunts for Pantograph AM-12, Qty.=261.00 Nos.
CS8/13105 | Re-Conditining/ Reclamation of Yoke 18.20 | 41,000/~ 12133106, 10.01.2014 | Interlock Type M24N for Interlock CK1-BHEL,
for Ball & Race Mill of Bailer 60 MW. Qty.=39.00 Nos.
CS/M3110 | Utilization of Ash from NSPCL Ash Pond. 71.97 |1,60,000/ Interested tenderers may visit website www.ireps.gov.in for full details/description/
PUR/ of Personal C 26.99 | 60,000/ specification of the Tenders and submit their bids on line. In no case, manual tenders for
130217 _ these items will be accepted.
?;JoRzlzg :n_:c'{.‘lt'Erlnem o{hhg'mng H'Igh I\&AEFS""M 25M 2216 50,000/~ “E-Auction started in South Eastem Railway. Intending Bidders may visit www.ireps.gov.in
| 130229 | height alongwith Accessories & Fittings e-auction for details and get with the site for in the e-auction”.
CS/2122 | Ol Works or frstaiing of 51840 |11.62.000¢ PRAGID Contoallor of Storas. Garden Resch
ASH DYKE LAGOON 4 & 5 . .52, ontroller res, Garden Reacl

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER, NATIONAL HIGHWAYS, ODISHA
SACHIVALAYA MARGA, UNIT-4, BHUBANESWAR-751001
Phone No.: 2391519/2391677, E-mail: cenhorissa@gmail.com
No. W-lI-AddI-PR-NH-49-KJR-15/2013: Dated:
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING
INVITATION FOR BIDS ON ONLINE MODE
1. The Chief Engineer, National Highways, Odisha, Bhubaneswar invite bids on online mode

for the works as detailed in the table.

Pkg. Name of Work Value of Bid

No. work Security
(Rs. in lakh)| (Rs. in lakh)

1 2 3 4

1 Periodical Renewal(PR) in Km 547/0 to 567/0 516.14 11.80

Km of NH-49 (erstwhile from Km 265/0 to km
285/0 of N.H-6 ) in the State of Odisha for the
year 2013-14 (Bid No. 51 CENH of 2013-14)

Concerned NH Division (for SI. No. 5): Keonjhar.

Period of completion (for SI. No. 6): 4 (Four) Months.

2. Bid document will be available in web site: https:/www.tenderwizard.com/MORTH from
18-12-2013 to 07-01-2014 for online bidding. The bidders must possess compatible class-
1Il Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) (in the name of person who will sign the tender) from
any of the licensed Certifying Agency (Bidders can see the list of licensed CAs from the
link www.cca.gov.in) to participate in e-tendering of MoRT&H. Bids must be accompanied
with scanned copy of Demand Draft for Rs 2,000 (Bid document cost) in favour of Indian
Roads Congress payable at New Delhi. Scan copy of the Demand Draft shall be submit-
ted in Cover-1 of the online bidding. Price Bid shall be submitted in Cover-II of online bidding.

3. Bids must be accompanied with scan copy of financial instrument towards bid security
specified for the work in the above table. Bid security will have to be in any one of the
forms as specified in the bidding document, payable at Bhubaneswar in favour of the Chief
Engineer, National Highways, Odisha and shall be valid for 45 days beyond the validity of
the bid. Scan copy of the bid security shall be submitted in Cover-1 of the online bidding.

4. Bids must be submitted on online on or before 17-00 hours of 07-01-2014. Bids received
on "online” shall be opened at 11-30 A.M. on 14-01-2014 in the office of the Chief Engineer
National Highways Odisha, Bhubaneswar in the presence of the bidders who wish to
attend. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified,
the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. The bidder
shall produce the original financial instruments such as Demand Draft for Rs 2,000
towards bid document cost, bid security and affidavit before the Officer Inviting Tender/
Concerned Circle Office/Concerned Divisional Office/Regional Office, MoRT&H,
Bhubaneswar / Chief Engineer of concerned Zone at Ministry's Headquarter on any work-
ing day after last date of submission and before 11-30 A.M. on 14-01-2014, failing which
the bid shall be summarily rejected and liable for other penal action as per rule prevailed
in the State.

5. A pre-bid meeting will be held on 20-12-2013 at 11-30 A.M. in the office of the Chief
Engineer, National Highways, Odisha, Marg, Unit - IV, 51001
to clarify the issues and to answer questions on any matter that may be raised at that
stage as stated in Clause 9.2 of “Instruction to Bidders" of the bidding document.

6. To participate in the e-Tendering, it is mandatory for the bidders to get registered their firm

Venture with e-Tendering portal of Ministry

General : Quallfylng Requlrements, tender fee, other terms & Conditions etc.
are elaboratad in detailed NIT and can ba down loaded free of cost from our
\geb site www.nspcl. co.in,

www.ntpctender.com. All
for the above NITs shall only be
publlshed on the above web may collect

rectly from respective sta!lons

o (7} Civil Works, t Works
S (8) Maintenance of C&1 Syslems
©) i fAC and lati
Details of enlistment terms and itions , reg fees and forms / Joint
are available fres of cost. Last date for ing / ication forms
o is 23/01/2014 and for submission is 27/01/2014. The above enlistments can slso T
I beutilised by other NSPCL plants like Rourkela and Durgapur.
6 ADDRESS FOR COMMUNICATION: Addl. General Manager (C&M), NTPC—SAIL
% Power Company Private Limited, P.O. : Bhilai (East), Chhattisgarh, Pin : 490021,
2z Tel.:0788-2282425, 2282446, Fax:0788-2228651 orin person atoffice.

izard.com/MORTH to have user ID & password which has to be
obtained by submitting an annual registration charges of INR 2,247 (Inclusive of all taxes)
to M/s. ITI Ltd. through e-payment gateway of Punjab National Bank using Credit Card /
Debit Card (Master Card and Visa Card only) or Net Banking (for Punjab National Bank
Account holders only). Validity of online registration is one year.

7. The instruction to bidders for e-Tendering has been appended as Annexure-X of DTCN.

8. Subsequent corrigendum/addendum if required shall only be available in web site indicat-
ed above

9. The authority reserves the right to cancel any or all bids without assigning any reason.
Sd/- B.K. Behera

Chief Engineer, NH Odisha

I&PR 34071/11/0024/1314

NOTICE INVITING e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer,
Kolkata Central Division - IV,
CPWD, Nizam Palace, 234/4
AJC Bose Road, Kolkata-
20 on behalf of President of
India invites online Item
rate e-tenders for the
following works

1. NIT No. 92/EE/KCD-IV/
2013-14 (Recall)

Name of Work : A/R & M/O to
residential building (G.P. Qtr.)
at Ritchie Road, Kolkata
during 2013-14 (external
service) SH - Day to day
Operation and Maintenance
of Iron Removal plant of Type-
IV, V & VI quarters 30 cum /
hour (Recall). Estimated
Cost : ¥ 5,52,282/-; Earnest
Money : T 11,046/- & Period
of completion : 12 (Twelve)
month; Last time and date of
submission of bid : Up to
03.30PMon 24.12.2013.

2. NIT No. 94/EE/KCD-IV/
2013-14 (Recall)

Name of Work : AIR & M/O

residential and Non-
residential building at
National Library, Kolkata

during 2013-14. SH:- Annual
Operation and Maintenance
of Two iron Removal Plant of
5000 gallon per hour capacity
and 30 cum per hour capacity
at Library Complex {Recall).
Estimated Cost
¥ 5,98,313/-; Earnest Money
¥ 11,966/~ & Period of
completion 12 (Twelve)
month; Last time and date of
submission of bid : Up to
03.30PMon24.12.2013.
The bid forms and other
details can be obtained
from the website
www.tenderwizard.com/
CPWD or www.cpwd. gov.in
Or Www.eprocure.gov.in

i} All the boundary co-ordinate as well as Station point should be in WGS (84)/UTM
format.

ii} Sufficient no’s of permanent benchmark has to be established around the land to
be surveyed.

iify Some important features like Railways, Roadways, waterways etc. adjacent fo
the Survey area should be clearly marked on the prepared map.

iv) Prepared map must be geo- referenced with cadastral map.

v) Post processing data and error adjustment chart must be submitted aong with
the prepared map.

vi) Map should be prepared in the ratio of 16 inch= cne mile, and the soft copy/digital
map should be in".dxf"/ “.dwg” orin Auto CAD supported format.

vii) Accuracy of boundary or Station point co-ordinate must meet the requirement of
this office.

TERMS & CONDITION
i} Average Survey Output should be approx 400 acres/ day irrespective of terrain
Condition.
iiy Maintenance of DGPS has o borne by the Company. In case failure of machinery
or manpower during the survey work, alternate arrangement must be provided by|
the company or individual immediately so that survey work is not delayed.
iii) Payments of bills will be made after following due Govt. policy.
iv) Quotation has to be submitted within 07 days in the Office of the Defence Estates
Officer, Siliguri Circle from the date of publication of this advertisement.
v) No TA/Da will be entitled during the contract period. Fooding, lodging and any|
other expenses have to be borne by the company/ individual except additional
manpower and fransportation to and from DEQ Office to site will be provided by
DEO Office.
vi) The Defence Estates Officer, Siliguri Circle has reserves the right to cancel any|
quotation without assigning any reason.
vii) The rates are invited on per day basis for the both Surveyor/ operater and DGPS|
equipment. /-
DEFENCE ESTATES OFFICER
SILIGURI CIRCLE
(B.S. SRIVASTAVA)

File No.- S-ADM/168/DTL
Dated: 14/12/2013

Indians and a Bangladeshi
national, who will be repa-
triated, will be interviewed
by the Committee of Inquiry
(COI) before they leave.

No morearrests or repa-
triations are expected, Mr
Teo said.

He said the government
will review the ban of con-
sumption and sale of alco-
hol and will announce
revised measures in the
next few days.

He said these measures
arelikely toremain in place
for the time being.

Long term measures, he
said, will depend on on-
going public consultations
and the COI findings.

INDIAN-ORIGIN
DOC DEAD IN
SYRIA CUSTODY

London, 17 December: A 32-year-
old Indian-origin British
surgeon, jailed in Syria for
over a year after volun-
teering to help victims of vio-
lence, hasdied, becoming the
second doctor of Indian
descent to have lost his life
in the war-torn country.

Dr Shah AbbasKhan, an
orthopaedic surgeon from
Streatham, south London,
travelled to the city of Alep-
polastyearto help civilians.

His brother Afroze said
today the Syrian National
Security Agency had
promised his release this
week but yesterday it said
he had died, BBCreported.

Afroze said his mother
Fatima, a British-Indian,
who has been in Damascus
for the last four months,
was told she could visit her
son yesterday and when she
arrived she was told he was
dead. Fatima had also
approached the Indian gov-
ernment for help earlier
but his British nationality
left his case in the hands of
the UK Foreign Office.

Afroze said the family had
no information about how
he died. “We are devastat-
ed, distraught and we are
angry at the Foreign Office
for dragging their feet for 13
months,” he said.

Abbas, who was married
with two young children,
was arrested by govern-
ment forces within 48 hours
of arriving in Aleppo.

Another British doctor of
Indian-origin, Isa Abdur
Rahman, who had travelled
toarebel-held areain north-
ern Syria wasKkilled in May
this year. 4]

BANGLADESH
PROTESTS PAK
RESOLUTION

Dhaka, 17  December:
Bangladesh today sum-
moned the Pakistani envoy
here, a day after Pakistan's
Parliament adopted a reso-
lution expressing concern
over the execution of Jamaat
leader Abdul Quader Mol-
lah for 1971 war crimes.

The foreign office sum-
moned Pakistan high com-
missioner Afrasiab Qureshi
to protest the resolution
passed in Pakistan's Nation-
al Assembly which expressed
concern over Mollah's exe-
cution. The strong-worded
resolution, which was moved
by Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan
member Sher Akbar Khan,
was adopted with a major-
ity vote yesterday. Mollah
was executed on Thursday
for genocide during Bang-
ladesh's 1971 liberation war,
hours after the Supreme
Court rejected his review
petition.

“This House expresses
deep concern on hanging of
a veteran politician of
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh
for supporting Pakistan in
1971,” the resolution said.
The House expressed grief
and sorrow and demanded
toavoid reviving the wounds
of 1971 and amicably resolve
cases against Bangladeshi
leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami.

Shortly before the meet-
ing, Information Minister
Hasanul Haq Inu told jour-
nalists: “The statement of
the Pakistan National
Assembly shows that the
country has not corrected
itself and moved away from
its 1971 policy.” 4]




+

The Statesman

KOLKATA, WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2013

CM K

T accept the election result and
thank you for your trust

ANGELA MERKEL
AFTER BECOMING GERMAN CHANCELLOR FOR A THIRD TERM

Worid

Ukraineleader visits Putin amid rallies

AGENCE FRANGE-PRESSE

Kiev, 17 December

Ukrainian President Viktor
Yanukovych will leave
behind huge anti-govern-
ment rallies today to hold a
meeting with Russia's
Vladimir Putin that pro-
testersfear willlead to a pro-
Moscow deal ruining their
EU integration dreams.
The high-stakes Kremlin

after the European Union
suspended partnership talks
with Ukraine for a pact that
had been aimed at pulling
the ex-Soviet country out of
Russia's orbit for the first
time.

Brussels officials cited Mr
Yanukovych's continued
courtship of Russia for their
decision and demanded a
firmer commitment to
EU standards on political
freedoms and economic

reforms.

“If there'sa clear message
from Kiev, we are ready to
sign (a partnership deal)
tomorrow,” Swedish For-
eign Minister Carl Bildt
said yesterday.

But Mr Yanukovych will
instead be hoping to win a
multi-billion-dollar loan
from Russia that his critics
view as Mr Putin's reward
for Kiev's U-turn on the EU
pact.

meeting comes two days
i .’;/// INDIAN COUNCIL OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH
@/ Krishi Anusandhan Bhavan-Il, Pusa, New Delhi-110012
/ ALL INDIA ENTRANCE EXAMINATION FOR UG & PG
043 ADMISSIONS AND SRF (PGS) NOTICE

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) invites applications from Indian
Nationals, in the prescribed format, ICAR’s 19th AIEEA-UG-2014 and AIEEA-PG-2014
on 100% seats at ICAR-Deemed-to-be-Universities (Bachelor Degree at NDRI Karnal
only while Master Degrees at IARI, IVRI, NDRI and CIFE) and on 15% seats for Bachelor
degrees and 25% seats for Master Degrees at State Agricultural Universities; Central
Agricultural University, Imphal; Central Universities with Agricultural Faculty) (B.H.U., Vis
-wabharati Nagaland University and A.M.U. (for PG only) and the SHIATS Allahabad for
the academic session 2014-15 (this examination does not include admission to Bachelor
Degree programmes in Veterinary Sciences). All India Competitive Examination for the
award of Senior Research Fellowship (SRF-PGS) to pursue Ph.D. Degree programme in
the field ol Agriculture and Allied Sciences will also be conducted along with AIEEA-PG-
2014. For details of notification, visit ICAR website (www.icar.org.in).
The procedure for online application has been described in the Information Bulletins. For
SRF (PGS) the applications will be submitted ONLINE only. Applications AIEEA-UG and
PG can be submitted both Online and Offline. For submitting application Online, a provi-
sion has been kept to deposit the application fee either through High Bank challan of
Syndicate Bank or (ii) Credit/Debit Card using Payment gateway of Syndicate Bank or (iii)
NEFT.
1. Dates of Examination:
UG: Saturday, the 12th April, 2014 (10-00 A.M. to 12-30 P.M.).
PG: Sunday, the 13th April, 2014 (10-00 A.M. to 12-30 P.M.).
SRF (PGS): Sunday, the 13th April, 2014 (10-00 A.M. to 1-00 P.M.) Single
paper.
2. Sale of Information Bulletin Application Forms:
UG & PG (Online/ Offline): 20th December, 2013 to 07th February, 2014.
SRF (PGS) {Online only): 20th December, 2013 to 07th February, 2014.
3. Eligibility:
3.1. Age:
For AIEEA-UG-2014: Between 17 to 23 years for General category candidates
(UG Examination) as on 31st. August, 2014 (must have been born
between 01-09-1991 to 01-09-1997) the upper age limit
for candidates belonging to SC/ST/PC (Physically
Challenged) categories would be relaxable by 5 years.
Not less than 19 years as on 31st. August, 2014 (must
not have been born after 01-09-1995).
Between 21 to 30 years for General category candi-
dates as on 13th April, 2014, the date of examination.
The upper age limit for candidates belonging to SC/ST/
Women/PC/OBC (Non-creamy layer as per the Central
list of OBC) categories shall be relaxable by 5 years.
For in-service candidates, the maximum age limit shall
be 45 years in all cases as per the extant norms and
guidelines.
Qualifying Examination:
For AIEEA-UG-2014: (Other than Veterinary Sciences)
Must have passed and obtained not less than 50% marks in aggregate for admis-
sion under General, UPS (Privileged State) and OBC categories or 40% marks in
aggregate for admission under General, UPS (under privilege State) OBC cate-
gories or 40% in aggregate for admission under SC,ST and PC categories in
10+2 Examination or equivalent/Inter (Agriculture) with PCM/PCB
/PCMB/PCA/PCH subject combinations.
For AIEEA-PG-2014:
Bachelor’s Degree in Agriculture, Veterinary, Agricultural Engineering, Fisheries,
Horticulture, Home Science, Sericulture, Dairy Technology, Forestry, Agri.
Marketing and Cooperation. Food Science Biotechnology Basic and Allied Sci-
ences, etc. under 10+2+5 or 10+2+4 or 10-6 years degree programmes (Few
seats are also available for candidates having Bachelor degree with 10+2+3 year
degree programme) with required OGPA of 6.60/10, 3.25/5, 2.60/4 for General,
OBC and UPS categories whereas for SC, ST, PC categories, the said require-
ment is 5.60/10, 2.75/5. 2.20/4 respectively. In other cases, where grade-points
are not awarded and only marks are awarded, the candidate must have secured
at least 60% marks for General, OBC and UPS categories whereas for SC, ST,
PC, the requirement is 50% marks (equivalence between OGPA and % marks will
not be acceptable). The in-service candidates, seeking admission in ICAR
Deemed-to-be-Universities, should see their respective website.
For SRF (PGS)-2014:
The candidates must have passed Master's Degree programme in the concerned
discipline securing Overall Grade Point Average of at least 6.50/10.00 scale,
3.25/5.00 scale, 2.60/4.00 scale for General and OBC Categories and
5.50/10.00, 2.75/ 5.00, 2.20/4.00 scale for SC/ST/PC candidates, respectively. In
other cases, where grade-points are not awarded and only marks are awarded,
the candidate must have secured at least 60% marks for General/OBC Category
for SC/ST/PC candidates, the minimum percentage of marks will be 50%. The
equivalence of OGPA to per cent marks, where needed, will be certified by the
Registrar of the concerned university and must be produced by the candidates.
Candidates in the final semester would also be eligible provided they complete
the Post-graduate Degree in all respects by the date of examination and produce
the degree completion certificate from the Registrar to this effect. The candidates
who have already joined Ph.D. should not have completed two years as on the
date of examination, the above condition will also apply to in-service candidates.
4. Cost of Information Bulletin with Application Form:
AIEEA-UG-2014: Rs. 500 - for General, OBC and UPS categories and Rs. 250 - for SC,
ST and PC categories.
Rs. 600 for General, OBC and UPS categories and Rs. 300 for SC/ ST
and PC categories.
SRF (PGS)-2014: The Information Bulletin along with Application Form and other details
will he available on ICAR website (www.icar.org.in) and a fee of Rs.
1,200 - for General/lOBC and Rs. 600 - for SC/ST and PC categories
shall have to be deposited while submitting the application online.
In addition Rs. 25 - per Bulletin would be charged in case of UG and PG as handling
charges plus Service Tax as applicable, in case of purchase against cash (from the
Registrars of Ag. Univ./ specified branches of Syndicate Bank as specified places as given
on ICAR website). The forms can also be obtained from eight specified ICAR Institutions
by depositing DD.
To get the details regarding Information Bulletin with Application Form and On- line
Application visit ICAR website: www.icar.org.in
The last dale for the receipt of Applications in the office of “Controller of Examinations
(Education), Room No. 216, ICAR, Krishi Anusandhan Bhavan-Il, Pusa, New Delhi-110012"
for UG/ PG and SRF (PGS) Examinations is 07th Feb., 2014. However for UG and PG can-
didates belonging to certain remote areas like NE Region, J&K, Lahaul & Spiti District and
Pangi Sub-division of Chamba District of H.P., A&N Islands and Lakshadweep, the last date
for receipt of applications, both through offline and online mode (hard copy of the comput-
er generated confirmation pages of application) will he 14th February, 2014. The last date
to receive the hard copy of the computer generated confirmation pages of application form
from SRF (PGS) candidates will also be 14th Feb., 2014. Applications received after the
last date shall be rejected and Education Division, ICAR will not be responsible for non-
receipt of application within the time schedule due to postal delay or any other reasons. It
is the sole responsibility of the candidate to check his/her eligibility for admission before
applying. ICAR will not be held responsible for refusing admission to any non-eligible can-
didate at Ihe time of Counselling (UG and PG) or later. All disputes relating to the conduct
of these examinations or any matter connected with this advertisement shall be in the jurisdiction of
DELHI COURT only.

For AIEEA-PG-2014:
(PG Examination)

For SRF (PGS)-2014:

3.2.
3.2.1.

3.22.

3.2.3.

AIEEA-PG-2014:

Sd/-
M. K. Agnihotri
CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS (COE), EDUCATION

For Online Application and downloading Information Bulletin visit: www.icar.org.in
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SETBACK FOR OBAMA GOVT

NSASPYING ONPHONERECORDS UNCONSTITUTIONAL, RULES US JUDGE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

‘Washington, 17 December

In a setback to the Obama
administration, a judge
today ruled that the con-
troversial mass surveillance
of phone records by US
Intelligence was “arbitrary”
and “indiscriminate”, rais-
ing a question mark on the
spy programme intended
toprevent terrorist attacks.

Federal District Judge
Richard Leon said the
National Security Agency
(NSA)'s practice, which came
to light following the leaks
by fugitive whistle-blower
Edward Snowden, was an
“arbitrary invasion” of
American citizens' priva-
cy. The agency's collection
of “metadata” including
telephone numbers and
times and dates of calls was
exposed by ex-CIA analyst
Snowden who fled the USA
to avoid prosecution and is

KIM HEARS
LOYALTY VOWS

Seoul, 17 December: North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un
today presided over a mass
gathering of military and
party officials that was
broadcast live on state tele-
vision at a time of growing
concern over the stability of
his hardline regime.

The ceremony in central
Pyongyang, marking the
second death anniversary
of Kim's father and former
leader Kim Jong-il, includ-
ed anumber of speechesthat
stressed unquestioningloy-
alty to the young supremo
Kim Jong-un and included
a stark warning to rival
South Korea.

Itfollowed the shock exe-
cution last week of Kim
Jong-un's uncle and one-
time political mentor, Jang
Song-Thaek. The purgerais-
ed questions about faction-
alinfightingat the top of the
North Korean hierarchy
and prompted both Seoul and
Washington to warn of pos-
sible provocative acts by
the nuclear-armed regime.
State television showed the
massed ranks of tens of
thousands of army and pa-
rty officials sitting stony-fa-
ced in pin drop silence. AP

Until a country grants
me permanent politi-
cal asylum, the US
government will con-
tinue to interfere with
my ability to speak out

EDWARD SNOWDEN [

now living in asylum in
Russia.

In his ruling in a Wash-
ington DCfederal court, Mr
Leon called the NSA's sur-
veillance programme “indis-
criminate” and an “almost
Orwellian technology that
enables the government to
store and analyse the phone
metadata of every telephone

user in the USA”.
Theruling came inalaw-
suit brought by conservative
activist Larry Klayman, a
user of Verizon mobile who
had challenged the NSA's col-
lection of metadata on his
behalf and that of a client.
The NSA had ordered
Verizon ~ one of thelargest
phone companies in the
USA ~todisclose to it meta-
data, including telephone
numbers, calling card num-
bers and the serial numbers
of phones, of millions of
calls it processes in which
at least one party is in the
USA. The judge ruled the
plaintiffs had demonstrat-
ed “asubstantial likelihood
of success on the merits of
their Fourth Amendment
claim and that they will
suffer irreparable harm
absent...relief”, referring
to the clause in the US con-
stitution that bars unrea-
sonable search and seizure

by the government.

Heissued a preliminary
injunction against the NSA
surveillance programme
but suspended the order to
allow for an appeal by the
USjustice department, thus
enabling the programme to
continue for now.

Mr Leon expressed scep-
ticism of the programme's
value, saying that the gov-
ernment could not citea sin-
gle instance in which the data
actually stopped an immin-
entterrorattack. “Thave seri-
ous doubts about the efficacy
of the metadata collection
programme as a means of
conducting time-sensitive
investigations in cases
involving imminent threats
of terrorism,” he said.

Mr Klayman said therul-
ing “could have immediate
impact”. “If the NSA con-
tinues to do this, they're
now on notice that it's ille-
gal, and we will seek to have

Japan to boost army spending
as China row simmers

AGENCE FRANGE-PRESSE
Tokyo/Manila, 17 December

Japan today said it intends
to boost military spending
by five per cent over the next
five years, withahardware
splurge that will beef up
defence of far-flungislands
amid a territorial row with
China.

The Cabinet of hawkish
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
agreed $240 billion would be
spent between 2014 and 2019,
including on drones, sub-
marines, fighter jets and
amphibious vehicles, in a
strategic shift towards the
south and west.

The shoppinglist is part
of efforts by Mr Abe tonor-
malise the military in Japan,
which has been officially
pacifist since defeat in World
War II. Its well-equipped
and highly professional ser-
vices are limited to a nar-
rowly defined self-defensive
role. It comes with the estab-
lishment of a US-style
National Security Council
that is expected to concen-
trate greater power in the
hands of asmaller number
of senior politicians and

ThaiOppleader re-elected

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Bangkok, 17 December

Thailand's main Opposi-
tion Democrat Party leading
massive anti-government
rallies today re-appointed for-
mer premier Abhisit Vejja-
jiva as its leader but mem-
bers could not decide
whether torun in snap polls
called by Premier Yingluck
Shinawatra to appease pro-
testers.

Vejjajiva, who faces the
murder charge in connection
with the 2010 political vio-
lence, was the only candidate
intheelection and received

98 per cent of the vote. Party
adviser Banyat Banthatthan
nominated his candidacy.

But party members
remaindivided over whether
the democratic process
should be respected, with the
party taking part inthe 2 Feb-
ruary snap election, or if
they should continue with
street protesters, who are
calling for political reforms
to be implemented before
another election can be held.

“There will be no con-
clusion today as to whether
the Democrat Party will
run,” Mr Abhisit told
reporters.

Dianamurder
claimsrejected

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, 17 December

Scotland Yard today said
that it has found “no credi-
ble evidence” to support a
claim that the British spe-
cial forces were involved in
thetragic death of Princess
Diana in a 1997 Paris car
crash.

Britain's Metropolitan
Police had received mater-
ial in August about the
deaths of the Princess of
Wales and her partner Dodi
Al-Fayed in the car crash,
which media reports sug-
gested related to claims the
Special Air Service (SAS)
was involved.

New material had been
reportedly passed to the
police by an Army source
after the allegations were
made by the former wife of
an SAS soldier, named only
as Soldier N. The police said
that having conducted a
“scoping exercise” there
wasno basis toopena crim-
inal investigation.

A statement from the
police said its assessment
included “taking statements
from a number of individ-

CM K

uals and reviewingrecords”.

It said the investigating
officers were given “unprece-
dented access” to Special
Forces Directorate records.

“Every reasonable line of
enquiry was objectively pur-
sued in order to fully eval-
uate any potential evidence.
Thefinal conclusion is that
whilst there is a possibili-
ty the alleged comments in
relation to the SAS'involve-
ment in the deaths may
have been made, thereisno
credible evidence to sup-
port a theory that such
claims had any basis in
fact,” the statement said.

“Therefore the MPS are
satisfied there is no evi-
dential basis upon which to
open any criminal investi-
gation or to refer the mat-
ter back to HM Coroner,” it
concluded.

bureaucrats. Fears are grow-
inginJapanover therising
power of China, with the two
countries embroiled in a
spat over the sovereignty of
agroup of islands in the East
China Sea, and the perennial
menace posed by an unpre-
dictable North Korea.
New defence guidelines
approved by the cabinet
said Tokyo will introduce a
“dynamic joint defence
force”, intended to help air,
land and sea forces work
together more effectively.
“China... is taking dan-
gerous action that could
draw unexpected contin-
gencies,” said the guide-
lines. Under the mid-term
defence programme, spend-
ing will beraised to 24.7 tril-
lion yen over five years from
April 2014, up from the pre-
sent 23.5 trillion yen over the
five years to March 2014.
However, this figure may

be trimmed by up to 700 bil-
lion yen if the defence min-
istry can take “effective and
rational” measures in its pro-
curement. New hardware
would include three drones,
52 amphibious vehicles, 17
Osprey hybrid choppers
and five submarines ~ all
designed to boost maritime
surveillance and bolster
defence of islands.

It will also mean two
destroyers equipped with the
Aegis anti-missile system
and 28 new F-35 fighter jets,
astealth plane far superior
to the F-15s that Japan cur-
rently has in service. “The
guidelines underscore a
clear shift of Japan's major
defence focus to the protec-
tion of its islands in the East
China Sea,” said Hideshi
Takesada, an expert on regi-
onal security at Takushoku
University in Tokyo.

Kerry warns China: US
Secretary of State John
Kerry warned China today
against imposing an air
defence zone over the South
China Sea, similar to one it
declared over disputed
islands in the East China Sea.

them held in criminal con-
tempt of court.”

Through Glenn Green-
wald, ajournalist with whom
he has close ties, Mr Snow-
den issued a statement hail-
ing the ruling. “I acted on
my belief that the NSA's
mass surveillance pro-
grammes would not with-
stand a constitutional chal-
lenge, and that the Ameri-
can public deserved a chance
to see these issues deter-
mined by open courts,” Mr
Snowden said, according to
the New York Times.

“Today, a secret pro-
gramme authorised by a
secret court was, when
exposed to the light of day,
found to violate Americans'
rights,” he added. “It is the
first of many.”

Meanwhile, White House
spokesman Jay Carney said
that President Barack
Obama's stand regarding
Mr Snowden hasn't changed.

THIRD TERM
FOR MERKEL

Berlin, 17 December: Mrs
Angela Merkel was today
overwhelmingly elected as
German Chancellor for a
rare third term after she
struck a hard-fought deal
with her centre-left rivals to
end months of political
limbo in Europe's biggest
economy.

Mrs Merkel's conserva-
tiveshad secured a stunning
hat-trick win in the 22 Sep-
tember elections but failed
to grab an outright majori-
ty, forcing her to enter into
lengthy coalition talks with
the rival Social Democrats
(SPD).

With a whopping 504 of
the 631 seats, 59-year-old
Mrs Merkel's centre-right
Christian Democrats Union
(CDU) bloc and the SPD
now hold a comfortable
majority in the Bundestag,
the Lower House of parlia-
ment, under their hard-
fought 'grand coalition' deal.

“I accept the election
result and thank you for
your trust,” said Mrs Merkel
after the confirmation vote
in the Bundestag. Germany's
first woman Chancellor was
confirmed by 462 votes today;
with nine abstentions. Pl

TENDER

GLOBAL TENDER
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
DEFENCE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION
DEFENCE METALLURGICAL RESEARCH LABORATORY
P.0.: KANCHANBAGH, HYDERABAD-500058 (A.P.), INDIA
Phone No.: +91-40-24586421 Fax: +91-40-24343373/1439

The Director, D.M.R.L., Hyderabad on behalf of the President of India, invites sealed bids under two
part systems i.e., Techno-Commercial Bid and Price Bid for supply of the following stores. Full details
and for downloading Tender Documents, please visit our web site: www.drdo.org or
www.drdo.res.in

Sl Tender No. Nomenclature of the Stores | Due Date Tender Cost of
No. & Time Opening tender
Date & Time|documents
01 | 14FET029/DMRL/FE | Four Channel Photonic | 11-02-2014| 11-02-2014 Rs. 500
Doppler Velocimeter (PDV)| 14-00 hrs. | 14-30 hrs.
System (1.S.T) (.S.T)
02 |14FET030/DMRL/FE| Tantalum Aluminium Master|11-02-2014| 11-02-2014 Rs. 500
Alloy 14-00 hrs. | 14-30 hrs.
(1.8.T) (1.8.T)
03 |14FET031/DMRL/FE | Multi-target magnetron sputter-|25-02-2014| 25-02-2014 | Rs. 500
ing system with fully automatic| 14-00 hrs. | 14-30 hrs.
control (1.S.T) (.S.T)
04 | 14FET032/DMRL/FE | Magneto-Optic  Kerr  Effect|25-02-2014| 25-02-2014 | Rs. 500
(MOKE) Magnetometer 14-00 hrs. | 14-30 hrs.
(1.S.T) (.8.T.)

Note:

1. Tender documents including detailed Specifications and Scope of supply can also be had by post
from “The Director, DMRL, P.O.: Kanchanbagh, Hyderabad-500058, India on written request with
Tender Number and submission of non-refundable, crossed Demand Draft as value as shown
above on any Scheduled Bank towards the cost of Tender Documents, in favour of “The Director,
DMRL, Hyderabad”, payable at “Hyderabad”. The last date for issue of Tender Documents for
Sl. No. 1 & 2 is 11-2-2014 and for SI. No. 3 & 4 is 25-2-2014.

. Firms seeking tender documents by post write on the top of their cover as: ‘Request for Tender
Documents’. But do not mention any tender number or due date on the top of the cover.

. Tender documents along with details can be downloaded from our Website: www.drdo.org Or
www.drdo.res.in for which, cost of Tender Documents in the form of Demand Draft value as per
payment details shown above has to be enclosed along with Techno-Commercial Bid.

. International original manufacturers or their sole authorized firms are exempted for payment of
Tender Documents and EMD. Indian firms registered with any Laboratory of DRDO for similar
nature are also exempted from paying the cost of Tender Documents and EMD. However, copy
of valid Registration Certificate has to be enclosed to their requisition for tender documents. The
Registration Certificate should be pertaining to similar items of this tender, otherwise exemption
will not be given.

. The Completed Tender Documents are to be deposited by Due Date and time i.e. by 12-00 Hrs.
(IST) of tender’s due date. Late/Delayed Tenders, for whatsoever reasons, will be rejected.

6. Only Techno-Commercial Bids (Un-Priced) will be opened on Tender Opening Date & Time men-
tioned against each tender above or at the same time on next working day if Tender Opening
Day happens to be a closed holiday.

. Director, DMRL, Hyderabad reserves the right to amend/cancel/short close the Tender at any
stage without giving any reason and without any obligation on the part of DMRL.
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Sd/-

Dr. VIJAYA SINGH

Scientist ‘G’

Head/MMD

for DIRECTOR

DMRL, HYDERABAD

For & On Behalf of the President of India
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Sport
TOUGH FORARSENAL AND CITY

UNITED AND CHELSEAWERE HANDED RELATIVELY FAVOURABLE DRAWS

| THUMBNAILS

Milan held: ACMilan
were held 2-2 by Roma
at San Siroand missed
a chance to close a
gap with Juventus.
Roma head coach Rudi
Garcia was disap-
pointed with his side
who had wasted many
scoring chances.

Cristian Zapata. = AFP

Local tennis: Vikash
Singh and Priyana
Kalitawon the Ul8titles
of the boys and girls
category respective-
ly in the Calcutta
Gymkhana All India
Tennis Association
Championships on
Tuesday.

Mariners win: Mohun
Bagan defeated Aryan
Club 3-0 in a Calcut-
ta Football League
match on Tuesday.
Manish scored twice,
while Katsumiadded
another. United SC
face Police AC in
Barasat on Wednesday:

ED AARONS

ver since last week,

Arséne Wenger and
Manuel Pellegrini must
both have known what was
coming. Confirmation that
Arsenal and Manchester
City's failure to win their
groups would condemn them
to take the most difficult of
paths to the quarter-finals
of the Champions League
came when they were paired
with Bayern Munich and
Barcelonarespectively yes-
terday. After Arsenal'snight-
mare in Naples and City's
miscalculation in Munich,
there wasanair of inevitabil-
ity their punishment would
be the harshest possible
against the two outstanding
sides in European football
over the past three seasons.

Wenger, of course, has
been here before and having
watched his side capitulate
at the same stage in the
first leg last year, the Arse-
nal manager will be hoping
for a performance morelike
the 2-0victory at the Allianz
Arena that was the spark that
helped propel them into a
fourth-placed Premier
League finish.

It could have easily been
another showdown with
Real Madrid instead, with
just Carlo Ancelotti's side
and reigning champions
Bayern remaining as pos-
sible opponents as the draw
progressed. But when
Madrid were paired with
Schalke, Arsenal's odds to
win the competition rose
from 16/1toas high as 40/1
with some bookmakers in

Guardiola surprised by
Guangzhou’s class

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Agadir, 17 December

Though Bayern Munich
players knew nothing about
Guangzhou Evergrande
before the semi-final at Club
World Cup, their head coach
Pep Guardiola said he knew
the Chinese club's key men
and was surprised by their
qualities.

Guangzhou, the first-ever
Chinese side to have won the
Asian Champions League,
will challenge the Euro-

pean Champions League
winner at Agadir Stadium
here Tuesday, reports Xin-
hua.

Jerome Boateng and Toni
Kroos, who attended the
pre-match conference, both
said they knew nothing
about Marcello Lippi's side
which they never played
against before.

"We will watch the match
video tonight or tomorrow
morning with the coach.
Then we will know them bet-
ter," said Boateng.

Guardiola, who followed
Bayern's duo to face the
media, said he tried to watch
"as many matches as pos-
sible" in the last two or
three days to know the Chi-
nese club.

The 42-year-old said he
also sought some informa-
tion from his friends in
training in Chinese leagues.

"I was surprised to find
they have such good quali-
ty players like Conca,
Muriqui, Elkeson. They are
top-level ones," said Guardi-
ola, referring to the South

American trio of the oppo-
nents. "And also Gao Lin.
They pass well and are quick
up front. And they have
experienced Zheng Zhi, who
was a Celtic player. "
Besides these key players,
Guardiola was cautious
about the tactics of his coun-
terpart Lippi, especially
when Bayern is listed as the
favourite to win the title. "I
think, people normally think
Bayern are favourites before
the match. But against an
Italian coach who will
change, especially when
they are not regarded as
favourites, they are very
dangerous in that moment."
Though he could become
the first coach to win three
Club World Cup titles with
two different clubs after his
successes in Barcelona,
Guardiola said it was "not
particularly special" for
Bayern to win in Morocco.
"T'd like to win for the play-
ers. They won everything
last season.
And I also would like to
win for Bayern."

recognition of the task that
now awaits them against Pep
Guardiola and co.

Pellegrini's City had been
the first to learn their fate
when Luis Figo drew his for-
mer club Barcelona out of
the hat. That meansareturn
to Catalonia for Yaya Touré,
Txiki Begiristain and Fer-
ran Soriano, although City's
midfield general, director of
footballand CEO will know
thefirstlegat the Etihad will
be crucial given their falli-
bility away from home this
season. It's very tough, but
we are happy because we are
here and we will fight for the
trophy,' said Begiristain,
who spent seven years at the
Nou Camp in the same role
he now occupies at City
before leaving in 2010.

‘It's a wonderful draw

and these are two bigteams
so it's going to be great,
great matches. The last
game we played in Munich
was a win against the cham-
pions of Europe [Bayern
Munich] and that has given
us a lot of confidence. We
have shown we can score in
all matches.' Both Sergio
Aguero and Lionel Messi
should beback tolead their
respective sides by then and
Pellegrini will be anxious
that his Argentine striker
makes a full recovery from
the ankle injury he picked
up in Saturday's victory
over Arsenal. Should he
return in time, Pellegrini
will be confident his side can
cause their opponents real
problems if they can main-
tain their current form.
Yet the importance of
City and Arsenal's group
stage slip-ups were under-
lined by the relatively
favourable draws for Man-
chester United and Chelsea.
Both won their groups on the
final evening and will now
face Olympiakos and
Galatasaray in ties that look
there for the taking.
Neither will be totally
straightforward, however,
with the Greek side having
finished ahead of Benfica in
their group and currently on
the back of a10-match win-
ning domestic run, while

Gattuso infixingrow

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rome, 17 December

Former AC Milan and Italy
midfielder Gennaro Gat-
tuso was placed under inves-
tigation for match-fixing
on Tuesday and four more
people were arrested in an
early morning police sweep
in Italy. Cremona prosecu-
tor Roberto Di Martino,
who has been leading the
Last Bet operation for three
years, confirmed to The
Associated Press that Gat-
tuso and retired Milan and
Lazioplayer Cristian Broc-
chiwereallegedly partof a
ring that fixed Serie A and
otherItalian matches at the
end of the 2010-11 season.
The four people arrested
were Salvatore Spadaro,
Francesco Bazzani, Cosi-
mo Rinciand Fabio Quadri;
each of whom allegedly
helped connect fixers to
players, Di Martino said.
Gattusoand Brocchiface
charges of criminal con-
spiracy and sports fraud,
accordingtothe ANSA news
agency. "Gattuso and Broc-
chi were connected to the
case by the use of phone
taps," said Di Martino, who

could not confirm the exact
charges. Gattuso, who was
on the Italy squad that won
the 2006 World Cup, was
fired as Palermo manager
in September. Brocchi is
currently coaching in AC
Milan's youth program.
Police said in a state-
ment that the arrests were
carried out in Milan,
Bologna, Rimini and Messi-
na.The investigation has
resulted in more than 50 peo-
ple being arrested in Italy
sincemid-2011, with match-
es under investigation by
prosecutors in Cremona,
Bariand Naples. It has result
ed in lengthy bans for for-
mer Lazio captains Giuseppe
Signoriand Stefano Mauri,
as well as former Atalanta
captain Cristiano Doni. Sev-
eral clubs have also had
points deducted. Prosecutors
have detailed an extensive
match-fixingring stretching
as far as Singapore and
South America that was
allegedly in operation for
more than 10 years. The
arrests of 14 people in Sin-
gapore in September was
hailed as a major break-
through in thefight against
corruption in football.

Roberto Mancini's Turkish
champions were good
enough to knock out Juven-
tus last week.

The return of Didier
Drogba for the second leg at
Stamford Bridge will give the
tiean extra edge, while Jose
Mourinho will also be well
acquainted with the threat
of Wesley Sneijder having
managed him to Inter-
nazionale's Champions
League triumph in 2010.

Of the English contin-
gent, though, it was David
Moyes had most to cele-
brate. Europe has so far
provided a welcome dis-
traction tohis travails in the
Premier League and Unit-
ed should be too strong for
aclubthathasreached this
stage of the tournament
for the first time in four sea-
sons. Elsewhere, Dortmund's
reward for edging out Arse-
nal for top spot will be a tie
against Zenit St Petersburg,
who qualified for the last 16
despite earning just six
points in the group stage.
Paris Saint-Germain will
be strong favourites toreach
the quarter-finals again
after being paired with
Bayer Leverkusen. Milan,
the competition's sole
remaining Italian repre-
sentative, face a tricky
encounter with Atletico
Madrid. THE INDEPENDENT

ADVANI OUT

Kolkata, 17 December: Aditya
Mehta and Ravi Goenka set
up a final clash against
Sourav Kothari and Ankit
Kariwala as world champi-
on Pankaj Advani crashed
out of the quarters of the
Pro-Am event of the Second
Kolkata Open National Invi-
tation Snooker Champi-
onship here today.

The team of eight times
world champion, Advani
and Rajesh Tulsian were
stunned by the defending
champions Siddharth
Parikh and Anil Poddar in
the event that brings a pro
and an amateur together.

But the duo's dream run
was snapped in the semis by
Indian Open silver medal-
ist and India No 2 Aditya
Mehta and Ravi Goenka
who registered an emphat-
ic3-1win. Mehta and Goen-
ka started off winning the
first two frames in quick suc-
cession 61-06, 60-09, but gave
away in the tightly con-
tested third frame 41-51,
before grabbing the final
frame again by a wide mar-
gin 72-06. Like last year,
Advani will skip the five-day
main event. i
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Berlin, 17 December

European champions
Bayern Munich begin the
quest for their first Club
World Cup title on Tues-
day having dominated
German football in 2013
and finished the year
unbeaten in the Bun-
desliga.

The Bavarian giants' 3-
1 win at home to Ham-
burg on Saturday means
they finish with a new
record 93 Bundesliga
points for a calendar year
and were unbeaten in the
German league in 2013.

The victory also
extended the Champions
League winners' unbeat-
enrecord in the Bun-
desliga to 41 games, dat-
ing back to October 2012.

They launch their
Club World Cup cam-
paign in Morocco against
China's Asian champions
Guangzhou Evergrande
FC in Tuesday's semifi-
nals for a place in Satur-
day's final.

"2013 has been an
unbelievable year for FC
Bayern, now we fly to
Morocco and try to win
our next title," said coach
Pep Guardiola.

Despite losing 3-2 at
home to Manchester City
last Tuesday, Bayern still

GERMAN GIANTS ARE UNBEATEN IN BUNDESLIGA THIS YEAR

An ‘unbelievable’ year for Bayern

Bayern Munich players Jerome Boateng (left) and Toni Kroos during a Press conference on Monday. =AFP

League as they look to
defend the title they won
at Wembley in May.

The Bavarians run to
the 2013 final included a
7-0 drubbing of
Barcelona on aggregate
in the semifinals as Bay-
ern became the first Ger-
man side to win the tre-
ble of European, league
and cup titles under Jupp

records including the
most points (91) and
fewest goals conceded (18
over the 34 matches) and
show no sign on faltering
under new boss Guardio-
la. Having returned from
his year-long sabbatical
in New York after win-
ning 14 titles in four
years at Barcelona,
Guardiola took charge of

Goetze were added to
their star-studded squad
for this season as Guardi-
ola has brought his own
version of Barcelona's
tiki-taka football to
Bavaria. Bayern now
enjoy around 75 percent
possession in most
league games and hum-
bled Werder Bremen 7-0
in north Germany ten

UEFA Super Cup when
Chelsea were beaten in
Prague as the Spaniard
enjoyed his eighth win in
16 matches against his
rival Jose Mourinho, the
former Real Madrid man-
ager. The Bavarians
extracted penalty shoot-
out revenge after Chelsea
had beaten them on spot-
kicks to lift the 2012

With the holders
through to the German
Cup quarter-finals and
having reached the
Champions League's
knock-out stage, Bayern
are on course to defend
all three titles they won
last season.

Guardiola has yet to
have his full squad avail-
able with the likes of
stars Javi Martinez, Thi-
ago, Goetze, Bastian
Schweinsteiger and
Arjen Robben having all
spent time on the side-
lines recovering from
injuries.

Having beaten Bun-
desliga rivals Borussia
Dortmund 2-1 at Wemb-
ley in May's first all-Ger-
man Champions League
final, the Germans are
again flying the flag in
Europe with another
first. After Dortmund,
Bayer Leverkusen and
Schalke joined Munich in
qualifying for the knock-
out phase, Germany will
have four teams in the
Champions League's
knock-out stages for the
first time in 2014.

At international level,
Germany have drawn
Portugal, Ghana and the
United States Group G at
Brazil 2014 with the Ger-
mans amongst the
favourites to claim their

finished top of their Heynckes. Bayern in June. days ago. Guardiola Champions League title fourth World Cup title
group to progress to the Under Heynckes, Bay- Midfielders Thiago picked up his first title at Munich's Allianz having finished third in
last 16 of the Champions ern set 25 Bundesliga Alcantara and Mario with Bayern in August's Arena. at South Africa 2010.

09:00NBA

SCORECARD

BASKETBALL

Will Bynum. = AFP

USA NBA

96
101

Indiana Pacers
Detroit Pistons

Atlanta Hawks 114
Los Angeles Lakers 100

Boston Celtics 101
Minnesota

Timberwolves 97
Brooklyn Nets 130
Philadelphia 76ers 94
Miami Heat 117
Utah Jazz 94
New York Knicks 101

Washington Wizards
102

82
83

Chicago Bulls
Orlando Magic

Los Angeles Clippers
115

San Antonio Spurs 92

CRICKET

Raniji Trophy

Andhra 417 & 232/3d v H.
Pradesh 305 & 154/5
Match drawn

Hyderabad 514/6d &
11/0 v Goa 465. Match
drawn

Haryana 573/6d v
Gujarat 578/8. Match
drawn

Assam 263 & 195 v J +
K 427 & 32/1
J + K won by 9 wickets

Punjab 174 & 361 v
Karnataka 505/9d & 33/0
Karnataka won by 10
wickets

Kerala 151 & 432 v
Maharashtra 314 & 130/3
Match drawn

M. Pradesh 619/8d &
119/2 v Saurashtra 492
Match drawn

Mumbai 501/9d v
Odisha 256 & 356/5 (f/0)
Match drawn

Tamil Nadu 246 & 28/2
v Railways 169
Match drawn

COOCH BEHAR TROPHY
BENGAL U - 19 367/5 v
Himachal Pradesh U-19
310

1st Division CAB League

ARYAN CLUB 313 RUNS 10
WICKETS v SPORTING
UNION 4 RUNS

EASTERN RAILWAY S.A.
236 RUNS 10 WICKETS v
Town Club

TODAY IN SPORT

1st Test, Day 1
Ten Cricket

Golden State v New Orleans
Sony Six

14:00 India v S Africa |]16:00 CFL

United SC v Police AC
Jalsha Movies

23:00capital One Cup

Sunderland v Chelsea
Ten Action

CONTROVERSY CORNER

‘ONLY SARDAR
WOULD HAVE
GOT INTO
GOLDEN ERA
TEAM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 17 December

Disappointed with the
state of Indian hockey
right now, three-time
Olympic gold-medallist
and former captain Bal-
bir Singh (Sr) feelsamong
the currentlot of players,
only Sardar Singh would
have found a place in the
Indian teams that com-
peted in the golden era.

Inan interaction with
PTI journalists, Balbir
spoke of his utter dejec-
tion at the game's current
state and the issues plagu-
ing Indian hockey.

“Sardar Singh is the
only player of that stan-
dard. Notall of them. Had
other players been as
good as Sardar Singh,
then they would have
been somewhere at the
top,” Balbir said of the
halfback, who was the
only Indian to be named
in the FIH's world XI
recently.

The octogenarian, who
will turn 90 later this
month, holds the world
record for most number
of goals by an individual
in an Olympic final, an
astonishing five that he
scored in the 1952 sum-
mit clash against the
Netherlands.

Revered as the great-
est centre forward to
have played the game
after the iconic Dhyan
Chand, Balbir said the
current set of players
don't have the skills to
match the ones whomade
India an eight-time
Olympic gold-medallist.

“If they had the skills,
they would have won.
They can be at the top
again. Practice is the
only key, not only
schemes, not only money;,
theplayersneed todevel-
op individual skills, and
practice hard,” Balbir
said.

“They can come up
tothe standard provided
they try and follow the lat-
est rules, follow their
coaches, we need highly

paid coaches, highly qual-
ified coaches. Then we
should be at the top,
amongthetop 4-5team,”
he added.

“Practice, it's the
key...there were times
when we used to score
from penalty corners.
Individual training is
important,” he said.

Besides, Balbirsaid he
also senses a lack of
desire to excel among
those playing the game
Now.

Balbir said the
changes in playing con-
ditions in international
hockey has not helped
India, which has lagged
inadaptingto the altered
dynamics of the game.

“Theplaying surface,
we don't have astro-turf
everywhere. Only very
few venues (in India)
have it, whereas they
(the other international
teams) are trained right
from their childhood on
artificial turf,” he point-
ed out.

“InHolland, there are
so many artificial turfs.
The playing conditions,
then equipment, they are
very costly these days.
The equipment should be
provided by the federa-
tion. The federation
should do more to pro-
mote hockey,” said Balbir.

Talking about the
nuances of the game,
Balbir said the most jar-
ringaspect of the current
players' game is their
tendency to keep drib-
bling in the midfield
instead of looking to
make a winning pass.

“Possession creates
opportunity to take the
ball to the opponent's
goal...Everything has
changed. We used to play
onnatural turf, now astro
turf, equipment has
changed,” he explained.

Asked if the Indian
players were pulled back
by amental block against
top teams, Balbirlaughed
and said it was just a
case of carelessnessand
lack of skills.
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THUMBNAILS

Afridi withdraws:
Shahid Afridi has put
family before profes-
sion by pulling out of
the South African dom-
estic T20 tournament.
Afridiearlier entered
intoan agreement with
Knights, one of the
teams in the fray.

Engagement cancelled:
Elizabeth Hurley and
Shane Warne have

cCmM

WARNER EYES BASEBALL TRIAL

Explosive Australian opener David Warner is mulling a baseball

trial in the USA where successful hitters can earn millions of dol-

lars a year, a report said on Tuesday. Warner's manager Tony
Connelly told the Sydney Daily Telegraph all options were being
considered for the player who had plundered the English bowling

in the current Ashes series. “Dave and | have spoken about it -- it

would be interesting to see how he goes,”
Connelly said of a baseball trial.

S

KOLKATA, WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 2013 ‘

TheStatesman

or

reportedly called off their
engagement forasec-
ond time after an ini-
tial split in September.
The couple was believed
tohave "called it quits"
for good.

Liz Hurley and Shane Warne.

Jung wins: Samaresh
Jung today won the
'Champion of Cham-
pions' title in pistol
event after he defeat-
ed Shweta Chaudhary
in the final round in
the 57th National Shoot-
ing Championshipsat
Karni Singh Ranges.

Rege dead: Mad-
husudan Rege, who
played one Test for
India, hasdied aged 89.
Theformer opener's only
Test appearance for
India, in 1949 against
the Windies, in what
was then Madras. He
also bowled off-spin.

Nehwal pulls out:
Saina Nehwal has
pulled out of the 78th
Senior National bad-
minton championship
duetoillness. She had
entered the Nationals
fray after a gap of five
yearsand was the top
draw.

For more updates

www.thestatesman.net

Registration No.KOLRMS/55/2013-2015 MH/MR/South-67/2012-2014

INDIAUP AGAINSTIT

THISISTHEVISITORS' FIRST OVERSEAS TESTINNEARLY TWO YEARS

AGENCIES

Johannesburg, 17 December

The thrashing in One-Day
Internations behind them,
India will be aiming to start
their post-Sachin Tendulkar
erain Test cricket on a pos-
itive note but the task looks
difficult as they are to be up
against the world's number
oneside, South Africa, in the
two-match series starting
here tomorrow.

At the Wanderers stadi-
um, after losing the three-
match ODI series 0-2, the vis-
itors will be looking to make
their first favourable mark
on the tour in what will be
a new era in Indian crick-
et. Tendulkar retired after
playing his 200th Test ver-
sus the West Indies in Mum-
bai. Skipper MS Dhoni said
today that India had toresign
themselves to the fact that
Tendulkar was not goingto
be playing for them any
more.

The first question now is:
who will bat at number
four? It will probably be
Virat Kohli, but his job will
not be easy. And there are
other points to be considered.

ThisisIndia's first over-
seas Test in nearly two years,
since their tour of Australia
in2011-2.In12 Testsat home
thereafter, India won nine,
lost two and drew one, win-
ning series against New

Zealand, Australia and the
West Indies. They lost a
series to England in between.

During this long stay at
home, Tendulkar, Rahul
Dravid and VVS Laxman
have called it quits and
Virender Sehwag, Gautam
Gambhir and Harbhajan
Singh have found them-
selves sidelined owing to
their poor performances,
giving a completely new
look to the Indian team.

Kohli has been the pre-
mier batsman of this young
side for almost two seasons
NOW.

And ever since he has
landed here, the Proteas
have given him their undi-
vided attention.

Dale Steyn and Morne
Morkel peppered him with
pace and bounce in the ODI
series, in which he scored
31runsandaduck in the first
two ODIs.

That India lost when he
failed was perhaps a sig-
nificant reminder of their
reliance on Kohli, who has
11 hundreds in successful
ODI run chases.

Inthe two Tests, though,

he will need to mix aggres-
sion with caution. It, after
all, is the same Wanderers
deck that caused so much
painto this young Indian bat-
tingline-up in their opening
match on the tour.

“There is pace and bounce
in this wicket, as always,”
said Pethuel Buthelezi, a
groundsman here, who has
worked on the Wanderers'
pitch for alongtime, adding:
“But this is also a win-toss-
bat-first wicket. If batsmen
get set, they will like the
bounce and 400 runs should
beagood first innings score.”

Will Dhoni pick seven
batsmen or take arisk with
five bowlers? Seven bats-
men ought to be the safer bet.
In either case, three pace
bowlers should be the norm.

But a five-bowler attack
will put the focus on R Ash-
win.

The off:spinner isnow the
leading all-rounder in Test
cricketand hisrecord does
not disprove his status.

He has two Test hun-
dreds-even if both were hit
at home against the West
Indies - and he bats with
undeniable self-assurance.

“Ashwin bats well around
the tail of their young bat-
tingline-up and it is impor-
tant for us to use the new ball
well, get the top-order and
retain our hunger for their
tail,” said Morne Morkel,

ahead of the first Test.

With 104 wickets in 18
Tests, he could have been the
leader of the attack as well,
but the presence of Zaheer
Khan precludes it.

In their last Test series,
against Pakistan and played
in the United Arab Emi-
rates, the Proteaslost the first
match and then bounced
back in the second, which
they duly won.

Inanother development,
Bishan Singh Bedibelieves
it will be “testing times” for
the Indian cricket team in
South Africa but said it
would be “unfair” to judge
the young outfit so early.

Teams (from):

South Africa: Graeme
Smith (captain), AB de Vil-
liers (wicketkeeper), Hashim
Amla, JP Duminy, Faf du
Plessis, Dean Elgar, Imran
Tahir, Jacques Kallis, Rory
Kleinveldt, Morne Morkel,
Alviro Petersen, Robin Peter-
son, Vernon Philander, Dale
Steyn, Thami Tsolekile.

India: MS Dhoni (cap-
tain and wicketkeeper),
Shikhar Dhawan, Murali
Vijay, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma,
Ajinkya Rahane, Ambati
Rayudu, Ravindra Jadeja, R
Ashwin, Pragyan Ojha,
Zaheer Khan, Ishant Shar-
ma, Umesh Yadav, Moham-
mad Shami, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Wriddhiman Saha.

Big test for Indian batsmen: Smith

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Johannesburr, 17 December

South African captain
Graeme Smith warned on
Tuesday that India's inex-
perienced batsmen will face
atough challenge from South
Africa's fast bowlers in the
two-match series which
starts at the Wanderers Sta-
dium on Wednesday.

"Obviously they're huge-
ly talented but it'sa very dif-
ferentline-up totheoneI've
become accustomed to play-
ing against," said Smith.
"Touring in other parts of the
world is a big test of char-
acter and that's going to be
on show in these two Test
matches."

Following the retirement
of Sachin Tendulkar, India's
likely top six have a total of
59 Test caps between them.
Only Cheteshwar Pujara
(two) and Murali Vijay (one)
have played Test cricket in
South Africa.

Asked whether his
bowlers would seek to intim-
idate the Indians, Smith
said his team would adopt
the same approach that had
taken them to number one
in the Test rankings.

"The way we have played
has been hugely successful
forus. We play the game hard
but there's a huge respect fac-

tor for the game and our
opposition. As the number
one team I would like to see
us play some good cricket."

Smith said he expected
the new ball to be a factor
at the Wanderers. "Both
first innings are probably
goingtobetough. There'sa
bit of moisture in that wick-
et and some good cracks. I
expect it to be a normal
Wanderers wicket of recent
times, hopefully with good
pace and bounce."

Indian captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, whose 79 caps
are 20 more than the spe-
cialist batsmen combined,
deflected pressure from
India's batsmen and said
the bowling would be impor-
tant. "One of the most cru-
cial things will be to bowl
well," he said. "To win Test
matches of course youneed
to score runs but you also
need to take 20 wickets. It's
a bit of both, whatever we
startfirst it will fire the con-
fidence of the other depart-
ment."

Dhoni said he had con-
fidence in his young players
despite India having only bat-
ted twice in a three-match
one-day series and having
their planned two-day warm-
up game washed out.

"The preparation has
been good," he said, citing

intensive middle practice
after the warm-up game
was called off.

Dhoni said he did not
believe the lack of experi-
ence among the batsmen
would be a negative for
India. "Not getting too tech-
nical is very important,"
he said. "You can't change
your technique in five or
seven days. What is impor-
tant is to know your limi-
tations and at the same time
back your strengths. It'snot
an experiment.

"They've done really well
on the domestic circuit in
whatever international expo-

sure they have had they
have done well."

Smith announced South
Africa'seleven for the Test,
with Hashim Amla return-
ing in place of Dean Elgar
from the side that beat Pak-
istan by an innings in Dubai
in October. Amla missed
that match because he had
flown home for the birth of
his second child.

Dhoni said India would
only finalise their team on
Wednesday but indicated
that veteran left-arm bowler
Zaheer Khan would play
hisfirst international match
in more than a year.

"He is very experienced

and he can be the leader of
the pack." Khan has dis-
missed Smith 12 times in
international matches and
said last week, probably
with tongue in cheek, that
he only needed to turn up
to get the South African
captain again.
Ganguly’s view: Sourav
Ganguly today rated
Mohammed Shami ahead of
the experienced Zaheer
Khan as he said the young
pacer would be India's “best”
in the Tests. Sunil Gavaskar
has said patience is the key
for the Indian batsmen.

Australiaregain Ashes

The Australian cricket team celebrate after defeating England in the third Ashes Test.

AFP
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Australia beat England by
150 runs today to win the
third Test in Perth and
reclaim the Ashes from their
bitter rivals, with skipper
Michael Clarke hailing an
“outstanding” effort.

England were all out for
353 on the final day at the
WACA Ground to hand the
home side an unbeatable 3-
0 lead in the five-match
series. It capped a remark-
able turnaround for Aus-
tralia, who went into the
series just months aftera3-
0 Ashes loss in England.

“Idon't really know what
to say. We've got them back,
Icouldn'tbe happier,” Clarke
said of the Ashes, which Eng-
land had held for the past
three series.

“Credit to the team for
how they played: they were
outstanding.”

Despite a determined
rearguard action -- led by
rookie English batsman Ben
Stokes, whose maiden Test
century frayed Australian
nerves--thehome teamran
through the English tail
after lunch to claim afamous

victory. The Australians
had won the first two Tests
in Brisbane and Adelaide
and secured the urn when
rejuvenated paceman
Mitchell Johnson claimed
his 23rd wicket of the series
toremove Jimmy Anderson
and end the England second
innings. Although the Ashes
have beenregained, Clarke
said Australia were target-
inga5-0winintheseriesas
they seek to climb from fifth
in the world Test cricket
rankings.

“We want to get back
thatnumber one ranking,”
he said. England captain
Alastair Cook praised the
character of Stokes and
admitted the English were

starting to dream of the
impossible, but added that
theresultreflected the series.

“Just when we got a part-
nership going, we haven't
managed to turn it into big
one,” he said. “We have been
outskilled in all aspects,
and it is hard to say that.
They have been ruthless. It
hurts.” Set a record 504 to
win, England went to lunch
on thefinal day at 332-6, need-
ing 172 more runs with four
wickets in hand and Stokes
still at the crease.

However, Australia
turned the screws when
spinner Nathan Lyon (3-70)
picked up the wicket of
Stokes for 120 in the third
over after the break.

SCOREBOARD

COR
385

lia 1st innings: Swannc Smith b Lyon 4
England 1st innings: 251 Broad not out 2

lia 2nd innings: 369-6 Anderson ¢ Bailey b Johnson 2
England 2nd innings Extras: (B-13, LB-13, W-6) 32
Alastair Cook b Harris 0 Total: (all out wickets) 353
Carberrylbw b Watson 31 Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-62, 3-76, 4-
Root ¢ Haddin b Johnson 19 121, 5-220, 6-296, 7-336,
Pietersen ¢ Harris b Lyon 45 8-347,9-349.

Bell ¢ Haddin b Siddle 60

Harris 19-2-73-1, Johnson

Stokes ¢ Haddin b Lyon 120
Prior ¢ Haddin b Johnson 26

25.2-6-78-4, Lyon 22-5-70-3, Siddle
26-11-67-1, Watson 11-1-39-1.

Tim Bresnanc Rogersb Lyon 12

Man of the Match: S Smith

‘Shillingford hurt by ban’

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
Wellington, 17 December

West Indies spinner Shane
Shillingford is “gutted” at
being banned for using an
illegal bowling action but
hopes to return to interna-
tional cricket soon, nation-
al coach Ottis Gibson said
in New Zealand today.

The ICC announced late
Monday that Shillingford
had been banned indefi-
nitely after an independent
biomechanical analysis
showed his action was ille-
gal. The tests also found
Shillingford's team-mate,
Marlon Samuels, was deliv-
eringan illegal quicker ball,
although his standard off-
break was within the
rules.Gibson said he was sur-
prised at the results of the
tests, which were carried out

in Australia after the pair
were reported during
their team's second Test
against India in Mumbai last
month. “Though I felt con-
fident about the way the
two players performed at the
testing, the report did not
come back in our favour,” he
said. “Shane is obviously gut-
ted, but Marlon'srole in the
team, as I have said previ-
ously, is primarily as a bats-
man, so the impact on him
isalittle bitless.”Gibson said
the West Indies would work
onarehabilitation plan “so
Shane can continue his
international career in the
shortest possible time and
Marlon can continue to con-
tribute with the ball when
he's required”.“They are
both tough characters and
have had their share of ups
and downs in the game over
the years,” he added.

MYSORE RACE
SELECTIONS

Mysore, 17 December: Follow-
ing are Wednesday's selec-
tions:

12.45pm: Prost 1, Napolean
Dynamite 2;

1.15pm: Javelin 1, Harini 2;
1.45 pm: Murcilago 1, Fink
2;2.15pm: World Is Toomuch
1, Byzantine 2;

2.45pm: Unexpected Visitor
1, Lagoona 2;

3.15 pm: All For Cash 1,
Infatuation 2;

3.45pm: Secret Treasure 1,
Its My Party 2;

4.15pm: Absolute Pleasure
1, Sofast 2;

4.45pm: Brigadier 1, Eupho-
ria 2;

5.15 pm: Azure Fire 1, Ace
Princess 2.

Best bet: Secret Treasure.

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
Perth, 17 December

Australia's dramatic
turnaround to dominate
England and win back
the Ashes just months
after a 3-0 series defeat to
their traditional rivals
has largely been attrib-
uted to the man they call
“Boof”.

Darren Lehmann has
been the instigator of a
reinvigoration of Aus-
tralian cricket in just six
months, since stepping
into the hot seat vacated
by the sudden sacking of
Mickey Arthur.

The 43-year-old, who
played 27 Tests from 1998
to 2004, has always been
credited with a razor-
sharp cricket mind. He
saw enough during the
July-August series in

HE HAS DONE A FANTASTIC JOB, MADE US WORK HARD AND MAXIMISE OUR POTENTIAL: CLARKE

‘Boof’ behind Australia’s turnaround

England to detect weak-
nesses in the England
batsmen which he sought
to exploit in the back-to-
back series.

Lehmann raised eye-
brows when he observed
towards the back-end of
the last series: “We've
shown some cracks in
their batting which is
exciting for us as a bowl-
ing unit. Has the momen-
tum shifted? I think it has
but only time will tell.”

They were to prove
prescient words as
Lehmann got down to
work devising plans for
each English batsman.
These were implemented
to devastating effect by
Mitchell Johnson, Ryan
Harris and Peter Siddle.

Australia stymied
skipper Alastair Cook's
scoring shots on the leg
side, while Kevin

Darren Lehmann (right) with Ryan Harris.

AFP

Pietersen was forced into
errors by the nagging
consistency of Siddle. Ian
Bell's favoured late cut to
third man, his chief scor-
ing area when he made
three centuries in the

English series, was dried

p.
Matt Prior was denied
width and Australia's
bowlers were told to
bounce the tailenders. By
the Perth Test the Eng-

land team had largely dis-
integrated.

Lehmann wanted to
take Australian cricket
back to the golden eras of
Dennis Lillee and Jeff
Thomson, the Chappells
and Steve Waugh of the
1970-80s.

He insisted on aggres-
sive, in-your-face cricket
and no one embraced this
more avidly than John-
son, who disconcerted the
England batsmen with
his terrifying short-
pitched bowling.

“He's has done a fan-
tastic job, he's made us
work hard, he's made us
maximise our potential,”
skipper Michael Clarke
said of the coach after
wrapping up the Ashes
with a 150-run win in
Perth on Tuesday.

Lehmann sought to
“pick and stick” with the

preferred lineup after
Australia used 17 players
in the previous series
against England and a
total of 22 players in their
run of nine winless
Tests.

He gathered some of
the country's top cricket
minds before the current
Ashes series to discuss
ways Australia could
improve their batting and
has been rewarded with
seven centuries. England
have just one in the first
three Tests.

Lehmann, a throw-
back to the good old days
when mateship and a few
beers were prerequisites,
encouraged his players to
relax and enjoy their
cricket and they respond-
ed in a closely-bonded
group.

“He was always think-
ing about what he would

do if he had the job. His
strength is his people
skills, the way be brings
players together, gives
them confidence,”
Lehmann's cricketing 21-
year-old son Jake said
recently.

“He plays the game
hard on the field, but off
it he is laid-back, a typi-
cal Aussie bloke who
loves a beer, relaxing and
talking cricket with any-
one.”Perhaps Lehmann's
greatest success was the
rebirth of left-arm pace-
man Johnson, a figure of
fun for England's Barmy
Army supporters in the
2009 and 2010/11 cam-
paigns, and absent from
this year's series in Eng-
land.

Notoriously wayward
in the past, Johnson
honed his accuracy
through tweaks in his

bowling technique that
earned him back-to-back
man-of-the-match hon-
ours in the first two huge
Test wins in Brisbane
and Adelaide.

Australian Test great
wicketkeeper Adam
Gilchrist believes
Lehmann has freed up
the players to play their
best cricket.

“I can't remember
such a shift in power
between two teams in
such a short space of
time,” Gilchrist said.

“Obviously Mitchell
Johnson has been of vital
importance but I contin-
ue to go back to Darren
Lehmann and the seeds
that he would have plant-
ed as soon as he assumed
that role.

“His fingerprints are
all over the atmosphere
around that team.”
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State Transport Minister Madan
Mitra during the announcement
of Marudhar Mela 2013. In
Kolkata on Tuesday. = sns

Health camp: A one-
day health camp was
held at Sri Ramakrishna-
Vivekananda, Sree Au-
robindo Nilay at Barasat
gate in Chandernagore
jointly organised by Ba-
rasat Gate Cultural
Association and north
Kolkata Rotary club.S\$

Protest: Trafficin ce-
ntral Kolkata was th-
rown out of gear due
toarally held from Hazra
toBirla Planetarium
demanding revoke of
the blanket ban by
Kolkata Police on cycle
and non-motorised
transport. SIS

Inquiry: Education
Minister Bratya Basu
met city police commi-
ssioner and inquired
about the incident at
AV School in Shyam-
bazar. He said the sc-
hool can decide who is
allowed to sit for the
board exams. NS

PLUS

Mandela, Sachin to be included in high school syllabus

LKATA

MAMATA
UNHAPPY WITH
MURSHIDABAD

OFFICIALS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Kolkata, 17 December

The syllabus committee of
the West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education
(WBBSE) has proposed to
include former South
African president Nelson
Mandela, who died on 5

December this year, and
cricket icon Sachin Ten-
dulkar in the syllabus.

A meeting was convened
today at the state Education
Department where it was
decided that Mandela and
Tendulkar would be includ-
edinthe ClassIXand X syl-
labus as these icons had
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"immense importance in
today's world". The propos-
alwill be sent to the state edu-
cation minister for his
approval.

Mandela who was active-
ly involved in the anti-
apartheid movement during
the 1920's got the Nobel prize
for his efforts to dismantle

BURNING ISSUE ||

An effigy of Justice (Retd) Ashoke Ganguly being burnt by supporters of the All-India Legal Aid Forum during a demon-
is resignati

stration ing hi

at Bhavani Bhavan in Kolkata on Tuesday. =SNS

Newmeasurestospeed up

repatriationof trafficked children

PINKY GUPTA

pinky@thestatesman.net
Kolkata, 17 December

The new measures adopted
by the department of child
development to speed up
the process of repatriation
of Bangladeshi nationals
will ensure the entire process
is completed in six months
asopposed to the current pro-
cedure which takes years.

Mr Shayamapada
Mukherjee, minister of
department child develop-
ment, saysthat discussions
are under way and the it is
expected to start in January
next year. "The message has
been conveyed to the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh,
and I expecta positive reply
from their end," said Mr
Mukherjee.

Every year, more than a
thousand children are being
trafficked over to West Ben-
gal from Bangladesh. To
curtail this influx and ensure
speedy repatriation, the
state government has come
up with the new set of mea-
sures. The objective of the
West Bengal Task Force

The state has come up with new measures to check
trafficking of children from neighbouring
Bangladesh

u The identified child has to be produced before the
Child Welfare Committee within 24 hours and sentto a
children’s Home run by the government or NGO

u Once the Bangladesh origin of the child is ascertained,
the superintendent of the government or NGO-run
Homes will start the process of tracing the child’s family

within a week

u On receipt of documents regarding confirmation of
the identity of the child, the Home Department will send
it to the Ministry of External Affairs with a request to
forward it to the Bangladesh Deputy High Commission

against Human Traffick-
ingisto counter trafficking
in human beings through
preventive and protective
activities.

There are 14 operational
guidelines for the state in
repatriating child victims of
trafficking of Bangladeshi
origin. The new norms say
that identified child had to
be produced before Child
Welfare Committee (CWC)
within 24 hours and sent to
achildren's Home run by gov-
ernment or NGO.

Once the Bangladesh ori-
gin of the child is ascer-
tained, the Superintendent
of the Government- or NGO-
run Homes will initiate the
process of family tracing
within one week for the
repatriation of the child.

On thereceipt of the doc-
uments regarding confir-
mation of the identity of the
child from the concerned
superintendent of police
(district intelligence
bureau)/deputy commis-
sioner (special branch), the

Home Department will send
it to the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs with arequest to
forward it to Bangladesh
Deputy High Commission
(BDHC) and also endorse a
copy to the West Bengal
Task Force Secretariat, with-
in two weeks.

The new measures has
made the entire process of
therepatriation time-bound.

Police will identify the
Bangladeshinationals on the
basis of the ID cards like
Voter ID card, PAN card
and the like, said Mr
Mukherjee.

He further observed that
due to deep-rooted corrup-
tion in the system, many
such people have already
received their ID cards. In
such cases police will con-
duct investigation to ascer-
tain the actual nationality
of the accused person.

The new guidelines will
ensure the repatriation
process ismonitored, which
will help in providing assis-
tance to victims of traf-
ficking, as well as in prose-
cution and enforcement
against traffickers.

the country's apartheid sys-
tem. In 1994, Mandela was
elected South Africa's first
black president. In 2009,
Mandela's birthday (18 July)
was declared “Mandela
Day” to promote global peace
and celebrate the South
African leader's legacy.
Senior officials of the

syllabus committee, how-
ever, said if students are
taught about the works of
such legendary figures in the
secondary level, then it
would be easy for the stu-
dents to have an overall
knowledge about current
developments. If Mandela
and Sachin areincludedin

the syllabus then the stu-
dents, too, will be interest-
ed in learning.

Sachin Tendulkar, who
retired recently from inter-
national cricket after play-
ing his 200th test has been
an interesting figure not
only in the world of crick-
et but among general pub-

www.thestatesman.net

lic and so students should
be interested in reading
about theicon if it isincor-
porated in the syllabus.

Mr Avik Majumder,
chairman of the syllabus
committee, said they are
planning to include more
such famous personalities
in the syllabus.

CATTOHEARNAZRUL
CASE ON20 DECEMBER

TRIBUNALTO HEAR THREE LITIGATIONS AGAINST STATE GOVERNMENT

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 December

The Calcutta Bench of the
Central Administrative Tri-
bunal (CAT) will on 20
December hold the first
hearing into three litiga-
tionsfiled against the West
Bengal government by dis-
gruntled IPS officer Nazrul
Islam.

Of the three litigations,
two pertain to Mr Islam
challengingthe initiation of
departmental proceedings
against him by the state
government for writing a
book critical of the Trina-
mul Congressgovernment
and sendinga letter to Chief
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee usingalleged “indecent
and abusive” language.

The third case isabout the
state government denying
Mr Islam a promotion even
asthosejunior to him in ser-
vice have been promoted to
higher posts. A 1981-batch

WAGES OF
GOVT CASUAL
WORKERS HIKED

Kolkata, 17 December: The
state government has hiked
the wages of casual work-
ers employed in various
state government estab-
lishments by Rs 13 with
effect from 1 January next
year. The move is to main-
tain parity with permanent
employees of the state gov-
ernment whose Dearness
Allowance (DA) will go up
by 6 per cent from the same
day. At present, the daily-
rated (casual) workers placed
in Group D draw a month-
ly pay at the rate of around
Rs 318 a day, along with the
benefit of eight paid off a
month similar to the per-
manent employees. The gov-
ernment has also formally
notified another 6 per cent
DA with effect from 1 Jan-
uary next year to govern-
ment employees drawing a
salary up to Rs 80,000 a
month. NS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 December

She has been bound to
her wheelchair for two
decades and virtually
without any hope of
walking on her own. But,
the agony is now over:
she is on her feet again.

Mrs Sunita Jhawar
(48) of Shibpur, Howrah,
had been suffering from
inflammatory arthritis,
that caused severe defor-
mity of her limbs, since
the late 1980s, while she
was pregnant with her
first child.

"I developed pain in
multiple joints and
brought the matter to the
notice of the doctors, but
they dismissed it as preg-
nancy related complica-
tions."

The pain, however,
increased after some

temporary relief and
deteriorated further dur-
ing the delivery of her
second child in 1992, she
added

"Her hands and knees
began to deform and
bend to a 90 degree angle
which prevented her
from taking a single
step," said Mr Prem
Jhawar, her husband,
adding that she become
confined to a wheelchair
in 1996.

The family then ran
from pillar to post and
consulted doctors across
the country, but gave up
hope when doctors
refused to take the risk of
surgery.

"We went to Delhi,
Rajasthan and other
states and tried all forms
of treatment, but nothing
worked. The doctors
refused to do the surgery

Sunita Jhawar

because of the high risk
involved," said Prem who
has been a constant sup-
port to her wife.

The turning point
came four months ago
when the family met Dr
Surya Udai Singh, at
Rabindranath Tagore
International Institute of
Cardiac Sciences in the

WOMAN WALKS AFTER DECADES IN THE WHEELCHAIR

A ‘walking’ miracle

city.
"We felt confident
when he assured us that
he would make her stand
on her feet," he added.

Doctor Singh admitted
that he was fully aware of
the dangers involved, but
decided to take a chance
because of the will power
of the patient.

"She was suffering
from rheumatoid arthri-
tis and the surgery was
fraught with multiple
risks as failure could
have lead to amputation
of both the limbs. There
was also a danger of
infection which could
have resulted in sepsis or
even death," he said.

Moreover, there were
chances of fracture dur-
ing the procedure as the
patient's bones were very
weak due to prolonged
non-weight bearing, he

added.

"But her will power
and determination was a
motivation for me to go
ahead, despite the com-
plexities involved."

It took more than a
month for the doctors to
arrange a team of
experts before perform-
ing the bilateral joint
surgery on 21 and 23
October.

"The surgery was
done in two phases as we
waited for the result of
the first part of the
surgery before proceed-
ing to the second," said
the doctor.

Hospital officials said
the woman is fine and it
would be just a few mont-
hs before she would aga-
in enjoy all those things
which she missed for
several years because of
her disability.

GOVT vs NAZRUL

officer Nazrul Islam

promoted to higher posts.

Three litigations have been filed against
the state government by disgruntled IPS

Two pertain to Mr Islam challeng-
ing the initiation of departmental
proceedings against him by the state
government for writing a book critical
of the TMC govt and writing to the CM
using “indecent and abusive” language
The third case is about the state
government denying Mr Islam a promotion
even as those junior to him in service have been

IPS officer of the Bengal
cadre, Mr Islam is now
placed asan additional direc-
tor general (ADG)-Provi-
sioning.

Thelegal tussle between
the IPS officer and the
Mamata Banerjee govern-
ment began after the state
government initiated
departmental proceedings
against Mr Islam over his

book Musalmander Ki
Karaniya in November 2012,
onthe grounds that it could
fan communal feelings. The
IPS officer moved the CAT
in December for a stay.

In an interim order, the
tribunal had asked the state
government not to take
action against him citing that
the state's Registrar of Pub-
lications had told the Home

Kunal Ghosh
removed from
KMC committee

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 December

The Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration (KMC) today decid-
ed toremove suspended Tri-
namul Congress MP Kunal
Ghosh from the Road
Renaming Committee of
the KMC.

The decision was taken
at a meeting of the Mayor-
in-Council (MMIC) mem-
bers.Mr Ghosh wasan advi-
sory member of the com-
mittee.

Dr Debasish Basu has
been inducted as amember
of the committee. Dr Basu
is also a member of the
KMC's heritage committee.
A dermatologist, Dr Basu is
an expert on the city's his-
tory and has tohis credit sev-
eral books.

In the last MMIC meet-
ing, KMC had cancelled
various trade licenses that
were registered under the
Saradha Group.

Left Front councillors,
however, raised question
on the timing of the
decision.

The Opposition alleged
that many persons close to
the Trinamul Congresslead-

Kunal Ghosh

ers have been inducted in the
road renaming committee.

Though the KMC has
renamed various roads after
important persons, it has
not yet received names of
important persons with Left
lineage, including former
advocate general of West
Bengal Snehangshu Kanta
Acharya, they said.

Interestingly, the Left
Front civic board which
was in power inKMC from
1985 to 2000 did not take
any initiative to rename
aroad after Acharya, who
had played a leading role
in framing the Kolkata
Municipal Corporation Act,
1980.

Astretch on KIT road will
be renamed Swami Swaru-
pa Nanda Sarani, while
Plassey Gate road will be
renamed after Leslie
Claudius, the famed hock-
ey player.

Department that there was
nothing biased in the IPS
officer's book.

Then on 3 February, the
chief minister sent Mr Islam
abirthday greeting, to which
heresponded with a 76-page
letter, questioning Miss
Banerjee's credibility. Fol-
lowing this, the state Home
Secretary Basudeb Baner-
jee inMay this year ordered
a departmental inquiry
againsttheIPS officer alleg-
ing the letter to the chief
minister contained “inde-
cent and abusive” state-
ments. Mr Islam again
moved the tribunal now
over this issue, saying that
he did not criticise the gov-
ernment in public, but wrote
apersonal letter to the chief
minister that was sent in a
sealed envelope. He filed
another complaint before the
CAT after police officers
junior to him in service
were promoted whereas he
remained an ADG.

MAN DIES AFTER
RATS NIBBLE
AWAY EYES

Kolkata, 17 December: In a
shocking incident, rats nib-
bled away the eyes of a 35-
year-old unidentified pave-
ment dweller who was lying
unconscious at Ezra Street
and India Exchange Place
intersection this morning.

The man was declared
brought dead when police
took him to Calcutta Med-
ical College and Hospital.

Police said the man had
been lying on the road since
5a.m. but no one informed
police.

There are several offices
in the area, therefore, it
remains deserted after 8.30
p.m. Sotherewasnoonein
the area to inform police.

This morning around 7
a.m.alocal vendor found the
man lying unconscious.
There were bloodstains on
the man's face when the
vendor turned him around
to sprinkle water on his
face. The vendor immedi-
ately called police.

Policemen reached the
place within 15 minutes and
found the man lying in a pool
of blood. He was declared
brought dead when taken to
the hospital and doctors
confirmed thatrats had nib-
bled away his eyes. NS

Campus violence: TMCP factions clash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 17 December

A scuffle broke out between
twofactions of the Trinamul
Congress Chatra Parishad
(TMCP) atSeth Anandram
Jaipuria College this
evening.

With the student union
elections in colleges to take
place within amonth, today's
incident has once again
highlighted the vulnera-
bility of city colleges to
campus violence.

However, no police com-
plaint was lodged in this con-
nection.

The former general sec-
retary of Jaipuria College,
MrTitin Saha, alleged that
some outsiders, mostly for-
mer students of the college,

were involved in the clash.
Students of the college
claimed that outsiders
backed by the TMCP start-
ed beating up female stu-
dents which caused panic
inside the classrooms.
However, a section of the
TMCP alleged that trouble
started over issue of tickets
to candidates to contest the
student union election.
While a group of TMCP
did not want some candi-
dates to be included in the
nomination list, the other
group wanted them to con-
test the upcoming polls.
Sensing the gravity of
the situation, officers from
Shyampukur police station
rushed to the college and
evacuated the classrooms.
A first-year female student

and a third-year male stu-
dent were injured during the
violence. They were taken
toRG Kar Medical College
and Hospital.

However, another round
of violence wasreported in
the college during the
evening.

Police again rushed to the
college and dispersed the
troublemakers. No one was
arrested as no complaints
were filed.

The college authorities
said they were not aware of
any such violence and were
busy at a meeting.

Mr Tamoghna Ghosh,
general secretary of state
TMCP, said the clash broke
outbetween SFI and TMCP
members after SFI students
indulged in extortion.
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ENGINEERING
STUDENT KILLED
IN'ROAD MISHAP

Habra, 17 December: An engi-
neering student was alleged-
ly killed in a road mishap
today.

The incident took place
near Desh Bandhu Parkat
Habra, leavingthe student
dead and hisfriend injured.

Ananyandu Mandal was
adiploma engineering stu-
dent. Ananyandu had gone
out with his friend Mr Utsab
Ghosh inthe morningfora
walk.

Accordingto police, both
are residents of Ashutosh
colony in Habra and both
are 3rd year diploma engi-
neer students of Techno
India Engineering of Salt
Lake. They stayed in amess
and had come home during
exam vacations.

Around5a.m. while they
had gone out for amorning
walk, a trucklost controland
hit them. Locals admitted
both of them in the Habra
district hospital.
Ananyandu was declared
dead by the doctors.

Habra police were able
toseize the truck though the
driver is absconding.  SN§

LOGALS REJECTNEW
TOILET SCHEME

VILLAGERS SAID OFFICIALS DEMANDED MONEY FOR INSTALLATION

KANCHAN SIDDIQUI

kanchan@thestatesman.net
Andal, 17 December

On a day when Burdwan
Zilla Parishad hasvowedto
achieve ‘Nirmal Zilla’ tag
by March 2014 with the help
of the Centre-funded ‘Nir-
mal Bharat Aviyan’ pro-
ject, the senior Block officials
assigned to install sanitary
toilets in a village here faced
stiff opposition from angry
tribals today. Kopadanga ~
asmall village located close
to the local Panchayat in
Andal is such a locality
where none of the domestic
house hastoilets and the vil-
lagers, irrespective of their
gender, use open-air toilet
conventionally.

Last week, the BDO’s
office conducted a survey
and civil contractors were
engaged to help installing 70
units of sanitary toilets in
the village using Rs 6.37

We don’t want such
toilets which will occu-
pies our domestic land.
They are also asking
us to contribute money
from our pocket

H

AVILLAGER

lakh from the NBA fund.

Some locals opposed vehe-
mently the state’s bid to
help installing the toilets. Mr
Abhik Banerjee, Joint BDO,
Andal whoisleadingateam
of officials for the installa-
tion of toilets, said:" Villagers
did not allow us to initiate
work. Earlier they had
agreed to co-operate and
for that we had engaged
agencies for the purpose. But
today they stopped the
agency staff and we were not
allowed to enter the premis-
es.”

Mr Basudev said: “We
don’t want such toilets which
will occupy our domestic

land. They are also asking
usto contribute money from
our pocket.”

In Andal block, the dis-
trict plans to set up 12230 toi-
let units which will cost Rs
10.92 crore.

The Centre’s Ministry of
Drinking Water & Sanitation
hasfloated Nirmal Bharat
Abhiyan (NBA) with the
objective of accelerating
the sanitation coverage in
rural areas and to compre-
hensively cover the rural
community through
renewed strategies and sat-
uration approach. The NBA
project envisages covering
the entire community for sat-
urated outcomes with a
view to create Nirmal Gram
Panchayats, a senior dis-
trict administration offi-
cialsaid. Burdwan district
has4.311akh of such domes-
tic quarters which doesn't
have sanitation facility.
Besides, more than 50 per-

ENDORSING ACCOMPLISHMENT [

At a felicitation of rank holders in division level youth Parliament competition and quiz contest. In Kolkata on Tuesday.
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Missing boy found
dead in pond

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Dadpur, 17 December

Astudentof class Vof alocal
school, was reportedly miss-
ingsincelast Saturday was
found dead near a village
pond today.

Kartic Hasdha (10), was
a resident of Sukhpukur
village in Dadpur. The par-
ents of Kartic, finding no
trace of their son till late
nightlodged amissingdairy
with Dadpur police station,
last Saturday. Mr Raban
Hasdha and Mrs Lila Has-
dha, theparentsof themiss-
ing child identified the body

(& LEISURE

and confirmed that that it
was of their missing child.

The parents alleged that
a few days back they had
some arguments with their
neighbour, whom they sus-
pect for their child’s death.
Mr Tathagatha Basu Addi-
tional police superinten-
dent said the body of the
missing boy was recovered
today; however the exact
cause of the death can be
only confirmed after the
postmortem report. Police
have arrested Mr Sambhu
Das the neighbour of the
Hasdha family in response
to a police complaint.

centICDS centresalsodon’t
possess toilets.

MrDebu Tudu, Sabhad-
hipati, Burdwan Zilla Pari-
shad said: “Sevenlakh units
of toilets were installed acr-
oss the district and in 2001,
but2lakh of those have gone
defunct. But we have set a
target toachieve the ‘Nirmal
Zilla’ tag by March 2014.”

For its 31 blocks, the dis-
tricthas setatarget of 16352
toilet units every month.
Senior district officials said
the respective monthly
achievements were 7614
units and 10185 units in
October and November. The
snail’s progress in the pro-
ject implementation was
criticised by Mr Binoy
Chakraborty, district CPI-
M leader. He said: “If the
authorities had taken the
beneficiaries in confidence,
such cases like Kapadanga
in Andal would never
occurred.”

ER RECORDS
HIGHEST-EVER
FREIGHT TRAFFIC

Kolkata, 17 December: Eastern
Railway has recorded the
highest-ever loading of
freight traffic in Novem-
ber this year. It succeeded
inloading5.167 million tons
(MT) freight traffic in com-
parison to 4.665 MT loaded
in the corresponding month
of last year registering a
growth of 10.76 per cent. Out
of this, coal itself amounts
t03.370 MT and other goods
to 1.797 MT.

Asaresult of increased
overall freightloading, East-
ern Railway succeeded in
earning Rs393.43 crore dur-
ing November, 2013, indi-
cating 28.96 per cent of
increased earning from
freight traffic over Novem-
ber, 2012. Out of the total
amount of freight earning
during November, 2013, coal
amounts to Rs 264.12 crore
with a growth of 33.49 per
cent and other goods
amounts to Rs 129.31 crore
with a growth of 20.61 per
cent.This is the highest ever
loading of Eastern Rail-
way for any November since
its bifurcation. SN§

Pregnant woman, girl
killed in road accident

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Malda, 17 December

A pregnant housewife,
Sagari Bibi (22) and her
nine-month old daughter
Afsara Khatun were killed
inaroad accident on Tues-
day in Ratua near Khanpur
high madrassa.

Angered over the twin
deaths, locals blocked Malda-
Ratua state highway keep-
ing the bodies on the road.

The driver of the killer
lorry could not be arrested
as he fled the spot right
after the accident.

Police sources said that
the deceased housewife,
along with her daughter,

was going to her in-law’s
house riding pillion on the
bicycle of her nephew, Rohim
Sheikh.

It was then that a stone-
laden Malda-bound lorry
knocked the bicycle down
from behind at high speed.

Rohim Sheikh was crit-
ically injured and Sagari Bibi
who was pregnant for five
months and her daughter
Afsara Khatun died on the
spot.

Kamal Sheikh, husband
of the deceased housewife
and a daily wage earner
said that he returned from
Delhi only on Monday. The
death of his wifeand kid is
a shock for him.

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Durgapur, 17 December

Power utility Durgapur
Projects Limited (DPL)
suffered yet another set-
back today when a fire
incident destabilised the
synchronisation of the
DPL’s units further.

This morning, the DPL’s
generating unit no. 7 was
charged with furnace oil
for basic synchronisa-
tion. “Within minutes
fire balls flared up with
smoke fumes,” a senior

official said. The MD,
DPL, Mr Mriganka
Majumdar, said: “We are
left with a single generat-
ing unit that is providing
55 MW and we are draw-
ing 140 MW from the
grid. But we expect the
unit no. 7 will be re-com-
missioned shortly.”

It has been 12 days
that the unit no. 7 with
300 MW generation
capacity was lying
defunct due to mechani-
cal failure. Because of
successive failure of its

DPL SUFFERS DUE TO FIRE ACCIDENT

Power debacle

respective unit (nos. 6 &
7), the plant also had to
suspend generation of its
units (nos. 3 & 4) as the
cost of generation were
getting much higher
than the selling price.
The plant, as a result,
had to continue buying
power ~ more than 20
million units ~ from the
Indian Energy Exchange
and WBSETCL during
the period to cater to the
need in its command
area. The Intuc charged
that the authority has

reduced DPL to a ‘power
trading’ company as it
remained with ‘0’ genera-
tion for more than 10
days. The plant gasping
for generation brought
unit no. 6 (with 110 MW
capacity) online three
days ago to compensate
for excess drawal of
power from the grid.

But the unit was only
able to maintain an aver-
age generation of bet-
ween 52 Mw & 55 MW,
though it on an average
used to generate 85 MW.

AROUND TOWN

ENGLISH FILMS
Hobbit : ion of

B‘asusree, 6pm

Smaug

HDIL Broadway,
10am(G);1.05pm(G);
4.10pm(G);7.15pm(G);
10.25pm(G)

RDB Cinemas, 9.30am
3.10pm, 6.15pm,
9.15pm

:20pm, 6:45pm
7:30pm, 10:20pm
Inox-City Centre,
9:10am, 12:20pm
3:45pm, 7:10pm
10:35pm

Inox-Swabhumi,
9:10am, 12:20pm
3:45pm, 7:10pm
10:35pm

Inox-Rajarhat, 9:10am
12: ZOpm. 3:45pm
7:10pm, 10:35pm
Inox-! South City, 9am
10:20am,12pm,1:20pm
3:25pm, 6:50pm
7:50pm, 10:15pm
11:15pm

InoX-| Hlland Park,
g lgam, 12:20pm

Inox- L|Iuah 9:10am
12:20pm, 3:45pm
7:10pm, 10:35pm

What The Fish
HDIL Broadway,

11.25am 4.50pm
Inox-Forum, 11:45am
5:10pm, 10:55pm

Inox- Clty Centre,
9:20am, 11:10am
4:35pm, 10:05pm
Inox-Swabhumi, 11am
2:15pm, 6:50pm

Inox Rajarhat 9:30am
2pm, 8:10pm
Inox-South City,
11:55am, 4:50pm*
10:35pm

Inox-Hiland Park,
g:%oam, 4:50pm

:25p
Inox-Hind, 12:10pm
7:25pm

The Hunger Games
RDB Cinemas,
12.30pm
Inox-Forum, 2:15pm
Inox-City Centre,
11:50am

Inox-South City,
9:20am, 5:15pm
10:30pm

Gravity
Inox-Forum, 9am
HINDI FILMS
Jackpot

HDIL Broadway,
9. 30am(G) 12.20pm;6.
55pm;11.30pm

RDB Clnemas, 9.45am, 5

8:20pm, 10:20pm
Inox-Hind, 10am
5:15pm, 9:! 50pm
Inox Liluah, 9am

1:20pm, 6: Opm
10: 50

p
New Empire, 12.30pm

Navma. Noon, 5pm
Jaya-2,2.30pm

Jaya, Noon, 5pm
Darpana, 5.45pm. 8pm
Basusree, 3pm, 9pm

Ashoka, 6.45pm
Roxy, Noon 3pm

Goliyon Ki Ras leela
Ram-leela

Inox Forum 4pm

Inox South City
9:10am, 1:40pm*

Inox C|ty Centre
:15pm

Inox Swabhumi
10

Inox Hiland 4:40pm

Priya,10.30am, 9.20pm 10:40pm

Roxy, 6pm, 9pm

What The Fish(Hindi)

New Empire, 6pm,
8.30pm

Ashoka, Noon
Malancha, 8.45pm
Lucky Kabootar
HDIL Broadway,
2.1

pm; 11pm
RDB Cmemas 1.20pm
Inox-Forum, 9:05am

1:30pm
Inox-City Centre,
11:40am, 10:30pm
Inox- Swabhumi, 9am

:40pm
Inox-RaJarha )
11:40am, 9:20pm
Inox- South Clty.
9:30am, 8
Inox-Hlland Park
11:20am, 10pm
Inox-| Hlnd 1:10pm
Inox L|Iuah 10:50am

Ellte (aII shows)
Basusree, Noon

R... Rajkumar

Inox Forum 9am
2:10pm, 7:35pm
10:40pm

Inox-South City,
9:10am, 12:05pm
7:15pm, 10:20pm*
Inox City Centre, 9am
1:35pm, 7pm, 10:30pm
Inox Swabhumi 10am
1:25pm, 4:25pm
7:25pm, 10:25pm

Inox Rajarhat 9am
1lam, 4:25pm, 7:25pm
10:30pm

Inox Hlland 9:05am

2pm, 7:40pm

inox Hind 10 10am
3:40pm

6:45pm. 9:50pm

Inox Liluah 9am
11:55am 3pm,6:10pm
9:20p!

HDIL B oadway,
11.15am(G); 2pm(G);
4.45pm(G); 7.30pm(G);
10.15pm(G)

RDB Cinemas, 9.40am
2.05pm. pm

Prachn 11am 8.30pm
Navma. 2., 30pm,

Malancha, 6.15pm
Menoka, Noon,

0:
Inox Hind 7:35pm
HDIL Broadway,
9.30am; 8.40pm
BENGALI FILMS

Orajnaitik Noy

RDB Clnemas 3.35pm

Metro, 3p

Chhaya Judha

Malancha, 1.45pm

Menoka, 5pm

Metro 6pm

Ashoka, 2pm

Khancha

Inox-Hiland Park,

1:50pm

Nandan-Il, 6.15pm

Priya, 4.30pm

Hanuman.Com

Inox City Centre, 3pm
pm

HDIL Broadway,

12.10pm; 6.15pm

RDB Cinemas, 7.10pm
Inox Swabhuml,

m, 6pm
I6nox Rajarhat 2:15pm

Inox- South
:2 5pm,’ 7 40 m
Inox-| Hlland Park, me

4:40pm, 7:20pm
Inox-Hind, 2:35pm
Prachi, 6.25pm
Malancha, 4pm
Jaya-2, 5pm, 7.30pm
Ashoka, 4.15pm
Nandan-I, 4pm,
6.15pm

Priya, 7.05pm

Ascharya Pradeep
knox City Centre

Innox Swabhuml
2:1!

Inox Rajarhat 2pm
Inox Hiland 11:25am

5:05pm
HDIL Broadway,
4.40pm

Inox -South City, 12pm

pm
Nandan 1, 1.45pm
Priya, 2.. 20pm

Mishawr Rohoshyo
Inox South City

Indlra 12.30 p.m.,

12.20pm, 5.30pm, 30pm
|9.3 p;n 120 uy‘%—g;n Knock Out
nox-Froum, 11:20am o : P
5:20pm, 9:45pm Jaya, Minar. Bijoli,
Inox-City Centre, 2pm, har 3
9:10am, 2:30pm M. 5.45 5. 8.30
:20pm P;’n , 5.45 p.m, 8.
Inox-Swabhumi, p-m.,
9% 10am 1pm, 4:40pm Dekha Holo Dujone
Inox Ralarhat Darparna 2.45 pm
11 50am 4:30pm Aamra
| " Paanch
Inox H| an i
Park, 9:30am, P"{al%';'m
11:50am, A "
7:15) Nandan-Il,
10:48m La5pm,
Inox- 4pm
South
City,
11:40am,
3:05pm
A Scene from
R... Rajkumar

SEMINAR

Cultural Unity of India

The Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Cutlture, Gol Park
organises an International Seminar on Cultural Unity of India in
the Vivekananda Hall of The Ramakrishna Mission Institute of
Culture, Gol Park from 16th December to 18th December, 2013;

5pm to 6.50pm

BOOK LAUNCH

Shunyo Diye Shesh

Starmark, in
association with
Patra Bharati, will
host the launch by
Prosenjit of Kheyall
Dastidar’s Shunyo
Diye Shesh, at Star-
mark, South City Mall
on Dec. 18 at 6 pm.

'WORKSHOP
‘Winter Workshop
2013

Suman Mitter &
RupashiDutta in
association with
Rotary Club Calcutta
Charnock city
organise Winter
Workshop 2013 ~
Winter is Fun on 21st
& 22nd December
2013 at Kimli

Restuarant Age
group - 4years to 18
Years timing : 10am to
5pm Contact Number
9903396004

EXHIBITION
Colour Street

Culture Narture
presents their 3rd
exhibition at Bengal
allery, ICCR, 9A, Ho
hi Minh Sarani, Kol -
71 till Dec. 18, 2013
1lam to 7pm

Wild Canvas @
Gallery Gold

Wednesday, Dec.
18th, 20133 pmto 8
pm Gallery Gold, 11,
Abdul Rasul Avenue
Painting exhibition by
Rumki Mahapatra.

Folk and Tribal Art
Fair

Birla Academy pre-
sents Folk and Tribal
Art Fair till Dec. 21.

Solo Exhibition

Sunanda Chakraborty
presents her solo
exhibition of recent
works at The Prome-
nade Lounge at Taj
bengal, Kolkata til
Dec. 22.; 10am - 11pm

THEATRE

The Vagina
Monologues @ GD
Birla Sabhagar
Master Minds And
Poor-Box Productions
Presents The Vagina
Monologues, an un-
usual blend of out-
rageous comedy and
heart-breaking drama
; G D Birla Sabhagar,
Dec. 18 ; 6pm

10 MINUTE CROSSWORD

BEETLE BAILEY/Mort Walker

NEED TO KNOW

Ambulance Life Care 2284-6940 Howrah 2666-8111; Behala Police Toll Free No 1073
2497-6285 ptt. N

Peoples Blood Bank Transport Dej
D R Sasationsemb)  2455-5164/ 5557 o 6451-6718
Happ! Caleuttans 24400160  RK Mission Seva Pratisthan  Civic Services R
Y 2475-3636/39 CESC Fault Reporting

City Point Nurses Centre
2567-4113, 9831142623
People’s Relief Committee
2280-4943/9444

24 hrs Medical Oxygen

Kolkata Municipal
Corporation: 2286-1000
Water: 2543-1602

Police/Fire 1912 and 4403-1912
Lalbazar (Police Control
Room) 22143230
5 P (North 24-Pgns)
005

Trains

Howrah Station Old Complex
1331/1332 (Auto Telephone

Calcutta Telephones
Changed Number

Delivery
Announcement mbers), 1310, 2638-
BOC India Ltd. 9831277777 5 P (50“"‘ 24-Pgns) 2479- 951 1957,1953 ;41?(43?1422/325508; 5(3"5?%‘?7')
ealdal
Blood Banks Shaawan Bhawan Taxi Refusal Shalimar Station: 2668-1121,

24791761/9, 24791933
Ashok Laboratory 24720333  Fire Service Statlon Salt
Central Blood Bank 23510619 Lake: 2357-529.

JCMB BRAND®

Eastern Railway and South-

SMS 575756: Complaint and Eastern Railway: 139,

registration

RED EYE/Bill Yates & Mel Casson

15ton & T Stringed WAAT THE BIG IDEA LAWAYS GET HOME Conceptis Sudoku R
1 Stringed instrument
4 Sjceveless garment OF STRAGOLING IN FROM WORK AT BIX OCLOCK IO DD 3 4
: W

AT THIG HOLR P/ IN THE EVENING 7/

8 Hotel porter (US) (7)

9 Brink, margin (5)

10 Run away with a
lover (5)

11 Twist out of shape

2 Sportsperson (7)

3 Be overly optimistic
(6,3,4)

4 Group of witches (5)

5 Living room (7)

6 Miserable (6)

7 Finest (4)

13 Seafarer (7)

14 African republic (7)

15 Wonder (6)

16 Soft porous rock (4)

TRAK 1

8

[ f

7

WK

|

(7
12 Emotional outburst

RaGK

16 Violent windstorm
7

L

18 Skinflint (5)
20 Enclosing structure
5

Bk A

D\JUIJI_HJD
[EJNIY] J[] 2

|

5

HENRY/Dick Hodgins

(5)
21 Displeasure (7)

WK S

33 Extremely exciting 17 I the lead (&) T 4 2
. FIVE RACK TOTAL
v 9 19 Unreliable (5) 4 TIME LIMIT: 25 MIN
(5)
SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD SCRABBIE YESTEROAYS SOLUTONSY 4000 ?%ﬁ?é‘#’xi?ﬁ?\féma fne 8 1
T o e letters in each row. g
ACROSS 13 Call to DOWN 11 Excellent, AJAIM 1 et Ditficulty Level % % % 912
account, 15 . 12 Baseball, = 5] di  using scoring
1 Feeler, 5 Peccadillo, 2 Emit, 3 14 Orotund TGN T rections at ;g Answer to previous puzzle
Frayed (Feel Jg'ciiafran  LOgical, 4 16 Gream, 17 (LGN e s ks T3 z[358[18 ¢ Sudoku is a number-placing
afra:d) 8 * Robin Hood, i ) LAl R used as any letter 1o4ls8a2l7s puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with
20 Utah, 21 : Fail, 19 Ray. have no point value. 735 A
Clammy, 22 3Fi9.6 R [ . Al huad S worde are se8|714a]ls4an several given numbers. The
Begrud e, 10 FadN Acute, 7 RJ[O][T][A][T: | e in The official_ e st 74298 obiectis to place the numbers 1
Cinderella, Y- Eggplant, PAR SCORE 135-145 DI D\ctblonary(h/zcmam ss7lzz2slasal 0 9in the empty squares so
231 te W that no row, no column and no
. 2218 96|573 \
By arrange with The crabble and Scrabble Tiles are registered trademarks. All Qo do(Chonbocs). Answerto [2 169 483 5 7 3x3 box contains the same
FIgUI’eS in parentheses denote rlghts in the game are owned in tﬁe U.S.A by Hasbro InC Judd's solution i iffi
i i -anada by Hasbro Canada Inc., and elsewhere by o previous (3 7 9(5 6 1[8 2 4 number. The difficulty level
the number of letters in the words required pear&sons umueu asubsidiary of Mattel, Inc. 12 puzzle |8 4 5237|619 increases through the week.
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THUMBNAILS

Suvendu Adhikary at a rally to
observe the foundation day of
the National Government at
Nimtouri in East Midnapur on
Tuesday. = Subham Ghara

TMCP wins RBU stu-
dent polls: The Tri-
namul Congress Chha-
tra Parishad on Tues-
day registered a thump-
ing victory bagging
all 267 seats during
the students’ election
atRabindra Bharati Uni-
versity. SIS

Bus conductor held:
A bus conductor was
arrested for pushing
apassenger outof the
moving bus on AJC
Bose Road. Police said
Safique pushed Sheikh
Habibul Rahaman fol-
lowingan altercation
between the two. SN§

CMUNHAPPYWITH
OFFIGIALS, POLICE

MAMATADISSATISFIED WITHPROGRESS OF WORKIN MURSHIDABAD

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Behrampore, 17 December

While meeting top admin-
istrative officials of Mur-
shidabad at the Rejinagar
area Chief Minister Mama-
taBanerjee today expressed
dissatisfaction with the per-
formance of police and civil
administration in the dis-
trict.

Miss Banerjee said: “I
have reports that police
here extort money from
vehicles. Thedistrict also has
the highest rate of women
trafficking.”

The report presented by
Murshidabad district mag-
istrate and his retinue of sub-
ordinates, including the
ADMs and BDOs, also did not
garner favourable review.

Inasimilar meeting with
districtadministration offi-
cialslast year at Behrampore
Rabindrasadan, the chief
minister had directed the
officials to improve the 100
days’ work under National
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (NREGA). But a
year later workdays under

NREGA could not be
increased as expected. Many
people have left the district
for other states in search of
jobs, said Miss Banerijee,
adding these migrant labour-
ers in Murshidabad could be
given jobs under NREGA.
The status of the job guar-
antee scheme was disap-
pointing with several BDOs
earningremarkslike ‘bad’,
‘very bad’.

Even the Murshidabad
district magistrate wasnot
spared. The construction
work for ‘kisan mandis’are
yet tobe initiated in most of
the blocks of the district.
Miss Banerjee was not happy
with the progress of minor-
ity development work and
Kanyashri Prakalpa and
thedistrict magistrate was

I have reports that
police here extort
money from vehicles.
The district also has
the highest rate of
women trafficking

MAMATA BANERJEE

questioned about the slow
rate of progress of the gov-
ernment welfare schemes.
The chief minister upheld
the example of Burdwan
district magistrate to moti-
vate the officials here. "The
Burdwan DM travels across
blocks and even spends
nights at villages to moni-
tor the progress of devel-
opment works," Miss Baner-
jee said.

The secretary (panchay-
at), Mr Sourav Das, was
reprimanded when he failed
to clarify why a helper was
notemployed at the midday
meal centres of the schools.
The state government had
recently decided to engage
a helper at each midday
meal centre to check how
things are managed. But in

Lebuventsangeragainst Mausam

SOUMYA DE SARKAR

soumyadsgse@gmail.com
Malda, 17 December

To thedelight of theruling
Trinamul Congress,seem-
ingly hell-bent on decimat-
ing the Congress to reduce
ittopolitical irrelevance in
Malda district, longdeemed
as its redoubt, the
redoubtable Congress MLA
from Sujapur andlegendary
Ghani Khan’sbrother, Abu
Nasar Khan Choudhury
(Lebu) said it would prove
tough for him to work under
a ‘school-girl’, Mausam
Noor. His anger was
spawned by Mrs Noor,
Malda north MP and late
Ghani Khan’sniece, being
named the district Congress
committee (DCC) president
by AICC yesterday.

The district is rife with
speculationas Lebu lauded
the chief minister, Miss
Mamata Banerjee, while
venting anger against the
Congress leadership. A sec-
tion of Congress leaders
apprehend that he might
jointhe Trinamul Congress

Mausam Noor is being felicitated in the Malda District Congress office. On

Tuesday. = SNS

to get its nomination from
Malda south Lok Sabha
constituency.

Mrs Mausam Noor, how-
ever, said she had no infor-
mationabout ‘Lebu Mama’s
revolt’. “Only this morn-
ing, I went to seek his bless-
ings. He conveyed greetings
and best wishes tome,” Mrs
Noor said.

After Mrs Noor was
appointed the DCC presi-

ADDA demolition
work suspended

following

minister’s orders

STATESMAN NEWS ERVICE

Durgapur, 17 December

A state-backed statutory
agency’s bid to demolish
unauthorised structures in
some parts of Durgapur
town was thwarted after a
minister intervened.

The Asansol Durgapur
Development Authority
ADDA_ ~ a state-backed
urban development body ~
had asked encroachers in
Muchipara, Khatpukur, Bid-
hannagar and Fuljhore local-
ities in Durgapur town
through mass campaigning
to either vacate the illegal
holdings by Tuesday or face
mass demolition.

The ADDA survey and
land officials had earmarked
the unauthorised con-
structions across the iden-
tified stretches. ADDA chair-
man Dr Nikhil Banerjee
yesterday held a meeting
with officials to prepare a
strategy. The officials, with
the help of officersfrom the
New Township police sta-
tion, started demolition
work in Fuljore and Bid-
hannagar localities which
continued for three
hours.

The ADDA chairman,
meanwhile, received a phone

call from the ADCP (east),
Asansol Durgapur police
commissionerate.

The ADCP told him a
Cabinet minister was ask-
ing police to quit the demo-
lition work.

Dr Banerjee subsequently
asked the ADDA officials to
return and suspend the
demolition work, tem-
porarily.

A Trinamul Congress
party office which was locat-
ed on the ADDA land was
demolished at Fuljhore.

The ADDA officials were
surprised at the U-turn but
packed up for the day. Dr
Banerjeelater told reporters:
“Since it was winter and the
demolition bid would cause
severe inconvenience to sev-
eral persons the work was
stopped temporarily.”

Hehowever added: “Some
of the encroachers have
given written undertaking
that they will vacate the
area in the next twomonths
and if they fail to do so, the
ADDA may further initiate
action against them.”

This was the third con-
secutive time in the past two
yearsthatthe ADDA had to
suspend demolition of unau-
thorised structures on its
land.

dent, replacing Ghani’s
other brother, Abu Hasem
Khan Choudhury (Dalu),
the inner tension smoul-
dering all the while at Kot-
wali, the seat of political
power being the residence
of the premier family of
the district, resurfaced as
Lebu termed Mausam’s
appointment as “the con-
sequence of a conspiracy
jointly hatched by Dalu and

FORMATION OF
TMC-RUN SMP
BOARD
COMPLETED

Siliguri, 17 December: The
board formation of the Tri-
namul Congress-run Silig-
uri Mahakuma Parishad
(SMP) was completed with
the selections of the ‘Kar-
madhyaksha’ today.

Two SMP members from
theruling party were select-
ed for the posts of ‘Kar-
madhyakshas’. They were
Ms Anjalika Kujur and Ms
Prerana Singha. While the
former would look after
agriculture and education
the latter would run land
reforms and food depart-
ments, it is learnt.

The Trinamul Congress
had brought ano-confidence
motion against the former
SMP sabhadhipatifrom the
CPI-M, Mr Pascal Minz on
7October and in the process,
the CPI-M was ejected from
the SMP with the former
sahakari sabhadhipati, Ms
Jyoti Tirkey ~ elected on CPI-
M ticket in 2009 election ~
having voted in favour of the
no-trust motion.

Ms Tirkey later became
the SMP sabhadhipati with
backing from the Trinamul
Congress.

Two ‘Karmadhyakshas’
~ Bikas Kali Biswas and Sud-
hir Barman ~ both belong-
ing to the CPI-M, were
removed by a no-trust motion
passed on 1 November. $I§

Mausam.”

“Iam the vice president
of the DCC. I wonder why
Iwas kept in the dark about
the change. Iamnot against
the re-jigging exercise per
se. But I felt humiliated, as
neither mine nor the grass-
roots Congress workers’
suggestions were sought
before re-jigging things.
Dalu alone recommended
Mausam asthe DCC pres-
ident,” Lebu said.

Interestingly, he admitted
that the people of Malda are
disgusted with ‘dynastic
politics of the Khan Choud-
hurys.’

“We must give up the
long-ingrained habit of milk-
ing the Ghani legacy to
political advantages. He
would not have supported
such things had he been
alive today. The decision to
foist Mausam as the DCC
president would weaken the
Congressin Malda further;”
Ghani’s brother said.

Referring to the Con-
gress, reeling under con-
tinuous defection from it to
the ruling party, he said

Murshidabad the schools
concerned have not yet been
informed of the state's deci-
sion.

The chief minister today
directed top officials of the
state Electricity Depart-
ment tofilelawsuits against
theagency that halted rural
electrification works lead-
ing to setback in the elec-
trification of villages. Only
40 per cent of BPL families
got power connections while
the remaining households
remain in darkness as the
agency abruptly stopped
the works and walked out,
officials here said.

The Murshidabad Zilla
Parishad sabhadhipati, Mr
Shiladitya Haldar, today
regretted that he was not
invited to the chief minis-
ter’s programme. Only one
Congress leader ~ Jangipur
MP Abhijit Mukherjee ~
was invited to the function.
Mr Mukherjee, however,
stayed away. Congress MP
Adhir Chowdhury alleged
that Miss Banerjee was
undemocratic in her way of
functioning.

that coming to power in
West Bengal would remain
a pipe dream for the Con-
gress for years to come.
“Disillusioned Congress
leaders and workers are
jumpingthe ship in hordes.
The party is decaying fast
almost irremediably. I appre-
hend whether it would retain
itssix LS seats in the state
duringnext year’s election,”
he added.

Eulogising Miss Mama-
ta Banerjee, Lebu said:
“She is a mass leader par
excellence. My relations
with heris warm. The Con-
gress is on its way out,” he
said. However, despite being
quizzed repeatedly, he pre-
ferred to keep a stony silence
on the possibility of his
joiningtheruling party. “It
is not the time to speak on
this. I am still in the Con-
gress. But I would rethink
whether Iwould continue to
be apart of the discredited
Congress,” he said.

Lebu once contested
against Ghani Khan as a
Left Front-supported Inde-
pendent candidate.

Onearrestedon
chargeof
abductingminor

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Balurghat, 17 December

Tension gripped Koil village
in the Bangshihari police
station area of South Dina-
jpur district after police
arrested a 22-year old youth
oncharge of abductinga 16-
year old minor girl, Silpi
Parveen (name changed).
Earlier, the abducted girl’s
father lodged a written com-
plaint with Bangshihari
police station on 16 Decem-
ber against one Arafat Hus-
sein (24), a resident of
Mohipal village areainthe
Kushmandi police station
area of the same district,
police said.

According to police
sources, Arafat allegedly
kidnapped the minor girl,
Silpi on6December morn-
ing.
It is learnt that the girl
was duped by a promise of
marriage by Arafat. The
accused is supposed to have
taken help from one of his
closerelativesresiding near
Silpi’s residence inthe vil-
lage.

Meanwhile, an FIR was
lodged with Bangshihari
police station by the girl’s
father, complaining that the
girl had been abducted.

The girl’s father also said
that Arafat hadearlier tried

toabduct his daughter by giv-
ingfalse assurance of mar-
riage.

Police said that initially
the girl’s father was reluc-
tant to file a missing com-
plaint. He, along with his
neighbours, started look-
ing for her in the locality.
Later; they came to know that
the girl had been abducted
by Arafat. Havingfoundno
trace of his daughter, the
father finally lodged a writ-
ten complaint against the
youth.

Afterreceiving the com-
plaint, police rushed to the
village for aroutine inquiry.
But initially they were clue-
less.

Later, in course of the
investigation, police chanced
upon afew clues. Finally, they
were able to arrest Arafat
from his friend’s residence
in Koil village and rescue
the minor from his clutch.
She was later handed over
to her parents.

The missing girl’s parents
have demanded strict legal
action against Arafat. The
locals too demanded the
same.

The acting Inspector-in-
charge, Bangshihari police
station, Mr T K Bhatter-
jee, said that if the arrest-
ed youth is proved guilty he
would be punished.

BUS OWNERS
ASSOCIATION

IN RAIGANJ

Raiganj, 17 December: Demand-
ing construction of abridge
over Mahananda river in
Raiganj to boost road con-
nectivity between Raiganj
and Barsoi in Bihar, the
members of Uttar Dinajpur
Bus and Minibus Owners’
Association have decided
to go for a stir from Janu-
ary next. As part of their
movement, they would incor-
porate the matter in the
new year calendars to be
released by them. These
would be distributed among
the residents of Raiganj to
mobilise them for the cause
of Raiganj-Barsoiroad con-
nectivity, they said.
Notably, Barsoi isaround
25 km from Raiganj and
people of both the places are
intimately connected on
various matters. The traders
of Biharlike Jhitkia, Kach-
na,Barsoi, Salmariand Son-
ali are visiting the Raiganj
market frequently to pur-
chase goods. The people
from Raiganj also visit these
places for similar purposes.
But the absence of abridge
over Mahananda river is
coming in the way of direct
road connectivity between
Barsoiand Raiganj, the bus
owners said. NS

Sudipta, D(?bj ani
Reaens s Sranted bail by
Balurghat CJM

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Balurghat, 17 December

Sudipta Sen and Debjani
Mukherjee, the prime
accused in the multi-crore
Saradha scam, were pro-
duced in the court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate (CJM)
of Balurghat in South Dina-
jpur districtlastafternoon
in connection with one of the
pending cases against them.
The CJM, Mr Justice San-
jay Chowdhury granted
them bail.

The government pleader,
Mr Debasis Mazumder said
the duo had got bail in one
case under Balurghat police
station lodged by one Mr San-
jit Hansda on 3 May 2013.

However, the duo was
again produced at the spe-
cial courtof thisdistrictin
connection with another
pending case against them.
The judge, Mr Justice S N
Islam of the concerned court
rejected their bail pleas and
remanded them in 30-days
jail custody.

The duo would be pro-
duced at the special court
againon17Januarynextas
per the ruling of the court.
The government pleader,
Mr Subhas Chaki, said

their bail plea was rejected
in one case under Gan-
garampur police station
lodged by one Mr Jainal
Abedin Sarkar on16 April
2013.

The complaint, Mr Jainal
Abedin Sarkar alleged that
Saradha Tour and Travel
had notpaid him Rs 45,000
for his Malaysia tour despite
hishavingfulfilled the terms
and conditions laid down by
the said group.

The other complainant,
Mr Sanjit Hansda was an
investor with Saradha
group of companies.

A huge contingent of
police was deployed at the
court premises, anticipating
commotion, as the duped
depositors were expected
toturnup in large numbers.
RAF and combat force were
deployed to avoid any unto-
ward incident.

Notably, hundreds of
cases regarding chit fund
companies are now goingon
in different courts in South
Dinajpur district.

Police informed that
around 35 chit fund com-
panies used to operate across
the district. Some of them
arestill functioning ina clan-
destine fashion, police added.

TRAVEL TRAVAILS

An overloaded trekker at Memari in Burdwan.

Sanjoy Karmakar

MALDA BOOK
FAIR REELING
UNDER

UNCERTAINTY

Malda, 17 December: The sec-
ond largest book fair in the
state ~ Malda book fair ~ is
reeling under a steep uncer-
tainty on its silver jubilee
year following the internal
strife of the Trinamul Con-
gress as learnt from the
sources.

While the Trinamul lead-
ers who are also the mem-
ber of the book fair com-
mittee held the adminis-
tration responsible, admin-
istrative officials believe
that the initiative should be
taken by the book fair com-
mittee first.

Sources informed that
the attempt to wrest control
of the book fair by differ-
ent factions of the ruling
party is at the root of the
uncertainty that has cloud-
ed the fate of the Malda
book fair this time.

However, two cabinet
ministers from Malda ~ Mrs
Sabitri Mitraand Mr Krish-
nendu Choudhury ~ dis-
missed the speculations
about factional fight in
organising the book fair.

Since the Trinamul came
topower in the state, the dis-
trict Trinamul youth Con-
gress (TMYC) president Mr
Amlan Bhaduri started mon-
itoring Malda book fair as
the joint secretary of the
organising committee. $N§

GRC chief to contest
LS polls from Dar;j

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Gangtok, 17 December

To lend further force to
their demand of Sikkim-
Darjeeling unification, the
Gorkha Rashtriya Con-
gress (GRC), which has
remained vocal on the mat-
ter for alongtime, has decid-
ed to field its president,
Nima Lamaasacandidate
from the Darjeeling con-
stituency for the upcoming
Lok Sabha election. The
party would also field a can-
didate from the solitary con-
stituency from Sikkim. The
name of the candidate would
be announced later; the party
leaders said.

“Nima Lama’sname was
cleared by the five-member
panel of the party. We will
soon announce the name for

Sikkim,” said GRC chief
coordinator, Subodh
Pakhrin here while talk-
ing to the media.

The GRC hasbeen advo-
cating for Darjeeling to
merge with Sikkim on the
strength of the hilly ter-
rain under Bengal origi-
nally being part of Sikkim,
then under the rule of the
Chogyal dispensation. “We
want to contest the elec-
tions to take our voice to
Delhi. We demand Darjeel-
ing’s unification with Sikkim
in the interest of national
security,” Mr Lama said.

The GRC leaders keep
approaching Central leaders
of several parties to convince
them of the imperative of the
merger to end the long-
standing stalemate and
unrest in the Hills.

TENDER
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Sparklersintheice

THE ANATARCTIC MAY TURN OUT
TO BE RICH WITH DIAMONDS, SAYS
S ANANTHANARAYAN

iamonds, valued for their lustre in jewellery
and for their hardness and as a conductor of
heat in industry, are found mostly in Africa,
India, Australia and South America. Now, rocks
that could contain diamonds have been found
in Antarctica. This discovery suggests Ant-
arctica also formed part of the ancient Gond-
wana, to which the other landmasses once
belonged. But finding diamond-rich veins in
Antarctica may not lead to a miners’ rush, both
because of an international accord and also be-
cause of the difficult working conditions.
Gregory M Yaxley, Vadim S Kamenetsky, Geof-
frey T Nichols, Roland Maas, Elena Belousova,
Anja Rosenthal and Marc Norman from insti-
tutes in Australia report in their article in the
journal, Nature Communications, the discov-
ery of kimberlites, the classic rock from which
diamond is extracted, in the Prince Charles
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Mountains in eastern Antarctica. “The sam-
ples are texturally mineralogically and geo-
chemically typical of Group I kimberlites from

formations known as volcanic pipes. And not
all volcanic pipes contain diamonds and of the
few that do, only a proportion contains enough

The current theory of continental drift, for
the formation of the continents, was proposed
in the early 1900s and is supported by biologi-
cal evidence. Many of the same life forms, both
plant and animal, are found in parts of Aus-
tralia, India, Africa and South America, which
proves that they were once interconnected.
The fact that they all contain kimberlite, which
has origin deep within below the surface and
in great antiquity; is also evidence of the conti-
nents having once formed the same landmass.

more classical localities,”
say the authors, which indi-
cates that the Antarctic was
part of the supercontinent
that broke up to form the
main land masses of the
southern hemisphere.

Diamond is a crystalline Diamond

Diamond Coal Graphite sheets

variety of ordinary carbon,
or graphite, but which is quite unlike the com-
mon forms of carbon. The diamond crystal
consists of tetrahedrons of carbon atoms,
securely bound to each other by shared outer
shell electrons. As the carbon atom has four
outer shell electrons, bonding with four other
atoms gives each atom a saturated shell of
eight electrons and the structure has un-
equalled stability, strength and hardness. The
structure also results in properties of trans-
parence and very strong bending of light. This,
along with many reflecting planes and sur-
faces, gives diamonds their legendary sparkle
and iridescence. The structure and the hard-
ness also permit easy transfer of mechanical
disturbances, which makes a diamond the best
known natural conductor of heat. These prop-
erties, of hardness and heat conduction, make
diamonds valuable in industry, apart from the
traditional leadership in jewellery:

The way diamonds are formed is when car-
bon is subjected to very high pressures of
45,000-60,000 atmospheres, at a temperature of
900-1,300° Celsius. This temperature and pres-
sure are found naturally only at 140-190 km
underground, in the earth’s mantle, below the
continental plates, or when a meteorite strikes
the earth. While diamonds can thus form in
quantity deep underground, the conditions
required are best met under the thick, ancient
and stable parts of the continental plates. And
the diamonds that have been transported to the
earth’s surface are generally a billion to 3.3 bil-
lion years old.

Diamond-bearing rock rises from the earth’s
mantle to the surface through deep volcanic
eruptions. The origin of the eruptions needs to
be from three times or more than the depth of
the source of most volcanoes. These are quite
rare and the typically small surface craters of
volcanoes of this group extend downwards in

for mining to be economical. The picture shows
the section of a volcanic pipe, with the depths
where diamond-bearing rock in mined at Kim-
berley, Jagersfontein and Opara in South Afri-
ca. The town of Kimberley, incidentally, lends
its name to the form of rock in which diam-
onds are found.

Kimberlites

Kimberlites are igneous rocks, or rocks
formed by the cooling of magma, the molten
mineral matter that rises from volcanoes, and
are best known because they sometimes con-
tain diamonds. Although they do not form a
large part of volcanic rocks, they are studied
because they arise from greater depths than
other forms of igneous rocks, a conclusion from
their lesser content of silica.

Kimberlites are thus the most deep-under-
the-earth-derived materials accessible. Their
study may hence help understand the composi-
tion of the deep mantle and the melting pro-
cesses between the earth’s rocky outer surface
and the relatively fluid underlayer.

Kimberlites have been found in almost all
stable and rocky formations, below younger
sedimentary rock, in all continents, with the
exception of Antarctica. It is now accepted that
the continents formed by the separation of
parts of the ancient Pangean supercontinent,
the first landmass, surrounded by Pantha-
lassa, the single ocean. The first part to break
away was the North American continent, with
the formation of the Atlantic Ocean, some 175
million years ago, leaving Pangea as Gondwa-
na. Later, in the early Cretaceous, or some 150
million years ago, Gondwana broke up into
South America, Africa, Australia, India and
Antarctica, or the major part of the southern
hemisphere — India, Madagascar and Antarc-
tica having first formed a combined landmass.

Depth
Crater 0km
Orapa
0.5km
Jagersfontein
1.0 km
Diatreme
(or concavity Kimberley
1.5km
2.0 km
Root 2.5km
Antarctica

While there is evidence of Antarctica having
been part of the portion that broke away from
Gondwana, before separating from India, the
presence of kimberlites had not been proved in
Antarctica. The article in Nature Communica-
tions now describes detailed analysis of the
composition of the mineral discovered in An-
tarctica, which shows that it is the same vari-
ety of kimberlite as found in other continents.
The location in Antarctica also tallies with the
mechanism proposed for the rifting that brought
about the separation from the Indian subconti-
nent.

While the discovery of kimberlite and,
hence, diamonds in Antarctica may suggest
that leaders in the diamonds industry would
rush to the South Pole for mining, mining in
the Antarctic is forbidden till 2041 under the
Madrid protocols, where the nations of the
world designated the Antarctic as a “‘natural
reserve, devoted to peace and science” and spe-
cifically prohibited mining. Considering the
difficulties in attempting to mine the frozen
desert that is Antarctica, it is likely that the same
prohibition would be extended beyond 2041 as
well.
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EVOLUTIONARY ORIGINS

TAPAN KUMAR MAITRA
EXPLAINS THE ENDOSYMBIONT THEORY
AND THE SPAWNING OF MITOCHNDRIA
AND CHLOROPLASTS FROM ANCIENT

BACTERIA
T chondria and chloroplasts has a long history. As
early as 1883, Andreas FW Schimper suggested
chloroplasts arose from a symbiotic relationship be-
tween photosynthetic bacteria and non-photosynthetic
cells. By the mid-1920s, other investigators extended
Schimper’s idea by proposing a symbiotic origin and
their ideas encountered ridicule and neglect for
decades — until the 1960s when it was discovered that
mitochondria and chloroplasts contain their own DNA.
Further research revealed that mitochondria and
chloroplasts are semi-autonomous organelles that can
synthesise protein and divide on their own and contain
not only DNA but also mRNA, tRNAs and ribosomes.

This gradual realisation led biologists to formulate
the endosymbiont theory, developed most fully by Lynn
Margulis, which proposes that mitochondria and chlo-
roplasts evolved from ancient prokaryotes that estab-
lished a symbiotic relationship (a mutually beneficial
association) with primitive nucleated cells one to two
billion years ago.

A preliminary assumption of the endosymbiont the-
ory is that the absence of molecular oxygen in earth’s
primitive atmosphere limited early cells to anaerobic
mechanisms for acquiring energy. A few anaerobic cells
subsequently developed pigments capable of convert-
ing light energy to chemical energy, allowing them to
use sunlight as a source of energy. The first photosyn-
thetic organisms probably used hydrogen sulfide or
molecular hydrogen as electron donors, but some of
their early descendants developed mechanisms for
using water as an electron donor. As a result, oxygen
was released as a by-product and the composition of
earth’s atmophere was dramatically altered.

As oxygen accumulated in the atmosphere, some
anaerobic bacteria evolved into aerobic organisms by
developing oxygen-dependent electron transport and
oxidative phosphorylation pathways. At this point, the
stage was set for the emergence of eukaryotic cells. The
endosymbiont theory suggests that the ancestor of
eukaryotic cells (called a protoeukaryote) developed at
least one important feature distinguishing it from other
primitive cells: the ability to ingest nutrients from the
environment by phagocytosis. This characteristic
enabled protoeukaryotes to establish endosymbiotic
relationships with primitive bacteria.

How these primitive cells acquired a membrane-
bound nucleus is still unclear. The nuclear envelope
may have originated from the plasma membrane by
endocytosis. The first step toward the evolution of mito-
chondria may have occurred when a protoeukaryote
ingested smaller aerobic bacteria by phagocytosis.
Some scientists believe that prior to this event, pro-
toeukaryotes were anaerobic and depended entirely on
glycolysis for energy.

The ingested aerobic bacteria, with their electron
transport and oxidative phosphorylation pathways,
would have provided larger amounts of useful energy
than the protoeukaryotic cell could produce by glycoly-
sis alone. In turn, the host cell provided protection and
nutrients to the bacteria residing in its cytoplasm. The
ingested bacteria and the protoeukaryote, which both
benefited from the association, established a stable
symbiotic relationship. As the cytoplasmic bacteria and
host cell adapted to living together over hundreds of
millions of years, the bacteria gradually lost functions
that were not essential in their new cytoplasmic envi-
ronment and developed into mitochondria.

he debate on the evolutionary origins of mito-
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Major Events That Might Have Occurred During the Evolution of
Eukaryotic Cells. Consi i exists for an i
origin for mitochondria and chloroplasts. Most biologists agree that
the primitive cells that were ingested by protoeukaryotes and then
evolved into mitochondria and chloroplasts were, respectively, purple
bacteria and cyanobacteria. This is based on similarities in size and
membrane lipid composition, comparisons of rRNA base sequences,
the presence of circular DNA molecules, and the ability to reproduce
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To determine what kind of bacterium might have
been drawn into this scenario, the base sequences of
contemporary mitochondrial ribosomal RNAs (rRNAs)
have been compared with the base sequences of various
bacterial rRNAs. The closest matches occur among pur-
ple bacteria, suggesting that the ingested ancestor of
mitochondria was an ancient member of this group.

The endosymbiont theory is based primarily on bio-
chemical similarities observed among mitochondria,
chloroplasts and bacteria, but support is also provided
by contemporary symbiotic relationships that resemble
what might have occurred in the distant past. Algae,
dinoflagellates, diatoms and photosynthetic prokary-
otes live as endosymbionts in the cytoplasm of cells
occurring in more than 150 different kinds of existing
protists and invertebrates. The cell wall of the ingested
organism is often no longer present, and in a few
instances the cell structure is even further reduced,
with only the chloroplasts of the endosymbiont remain-
ing.
A striking example of endosymbiosis occurs in cer-
tain marine slugs and related mollusks, where the cells
lining the animal’s digestive tract contain clearly iden-
tifiable chloroplasts. These chloroplasts originate from
the green algae the mollusks feed on and continue to
carry out photosynthesis long after being incorporated
into the animal’s cells.

In the final analysis, our ideas about how eukaryotic
cells acquired their complex array of organelles over
billions of years of evolution must remain speculative
because the events under consideration are inaccessi-
ble to direct laboratory experimentation. However, one
of the strengths of the proposed role of endosymbiosis
in the evolutionary origins of eukaryotic organelles is
that it involves interactions and events that are
observed in contemporary cells.
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Import of being connected

TECHIES IN LOVE WITH CYBERSPACE NOW HAVE THEIR OWN
FESTIVAL TO TEST THE LIMITS OF LEARNING AND EXPLORING,
WRITES SUBHASIS CHATTERJEE

he Hackathon DevFest is meant for
T techies who swear by the internet

and like to explore cyberspace for
its full potential. In September, when Goo-
gle Developers’ Group, New Delhi, showed
an interest in being part of the fest, it offe-
red three brand new Google Nexus 7 tabs
for the winners. Quite swiftly, Google
roped in David McLaughlin (Global Pro-
grammes Lead, Developer Relations, Goo-
gle) to enthuse developer junkies of north-
ern India and coined the programme “Bre-
akfast with David McLaughlin”.

Since then, the GDG has been a plat-
form that technology enthusiasts and
techies look up to for showcasing talent.
The latest DevFest organised by GDG was
held in Kolkata and saw some eager tal-
ents emerge. Technology enthusiasts from
outside West Bengal made full use of the
global attention, too. If GDG, Delhi, owes
it to Raveesh Bhalla, or GDG, Hyderabad,
to Uttam Tripathi for its popularity, the
Kolkata chapter had techies like Suvankar
Bose and Koushik Pal to spearhead its
presence in the city Both professionals
have been among those that contribute to
the formation of several open source shar-
ing groups. Says Pal, “Being involved with
the group, we felt the need to bring the con-
cept to Kolkata and we must say the
response was overwhelming.”

Indeed, the recent two-day fest — focus-
ing on web application development, mo-
bile application development, and know-
ledge sharing — received overwhelming
response from across the country “The
vision and mission of GDG is to bring like-
minded people together under one umbre-
1la. It means people who are truly passion-
ate about Google’s developer technology
and interested in communicating, collabo-
rating and developing useful applications
like Android, App Engine and Google
Chrome platforms to product APIs,” says
Bose.

The GDG is currently present in 100
countries and has 430 chapters, both active
and incubating. It has been organised in
several Indian cities and aims at organis-
ing tech discussions, seminars and Hack-
athons to encourage networking and es-
tablish a rich and active developer com-
munity worldwide.

‘At GDG DevFest, we talk about Google
products and how techies can use them to
share, collaborate, create and do what they
love most,” says Pal. In India there are ma-
ny enthusiastic students who do not get
enough exposure and encouragement.

The GDG chapters aims at bridging that
gap.

Participant Jaipradeesh came all the
way from Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu to
attend the Kolkata fest. Soumya Deb came
from Pune. Says Priyanka Banerjee, an
active member of GDG, “It’s great to be
involved with GDG where all open source
contributors are free to join. Google gives
you the freedom to work.” Her responsibi-
lity as a GDG member is to spread aware-
ness of the Internet and technology.

For Pratik Kumar, a first-year IT stu-
dent of Jadavpur University, it has been a
long struggle to reach the stage where he
now finds himself. He dreams of a future
where he will be able to contribute to
India’s development with the help of tech-
nological innovations. He’s had a roving
life as far as his academic career is con-
cerned, due to his father’s frequent trans-
fers. When in Jamshedpur as a senior stu-
dent, a truck accident left him with his left
leg extensively damaged. After months of
medical treatment, he was finally able to
walk again. Meanwhile, he cleared his
exams with good results from a hospital
bed. Kumar is a good swimmer and plays
cricket too. “I know someday I will be suc-
cessful because of the mental toughness
and determination I have.”

At Jadavpur University, he was intro-
duced to the GDG concept by Jitesh
Choudhary, Google Students Ambassador,
Jadavpur. After attending the GDG, Pratik
found that “the range of technologies
which were covered was unmatchable.
From Google apps to Google Chrome, to
web apps to mobile apps to Android sys-
tem and many more, everything was cov-
ered in that event. And all the technical
misconceptions all of us usually have and
live with it were cleared by professionals.”

Organiser Pal himself is a beneficiary.
“T'hail from smalltown Bolpur. When I was
a child, not many people could understand
my passion towards computers. But that
didn’t deter me and today I am a GDG
manager,” he says with satisfaction.

The GDG organisers say they get thou-
sands of applications every year but can-
didates are selected as per their willing-
ness to learn and contribute to the proce-
ss. Be it playing with Google Maps to brow-
sing through Firefox OS Simulator, the
audience takes up the challenges of solv-
ing puzzles. Clearly, this festival of the
cyber-swimmers is here to stay.

TRANS WORLD FEATURES

Overdose & antidote

Researchers say patients with
paracetamol poisoning could be helped
by anew way of delivering an antidote.
Treatment with the common antidote
remedy - acetylcysteine — over a shorter
time period than currently applies leads
to fewer side-effects, according to a trial
study published in the Lancet and
carried out with the Universities of
Newcastle and Aberdeen. Patients are
normally given the drug by intravenous
drip over a 21-hour period, with a large
part of the dose given very quickly.

In a study, patients who received the
same dose of acetylcysteine more
gradually over a 12-hour period
experienced less vomiting and fewer-
associated reactions. Their treatment
was also less interrupted than those
receiving conventional treatment with a
21-hour drip.

Professor Nick Bateman, of the
University of Edinburgh’s BHF Centre
for Cardiovascular Science, said, “Our
finding offers a major advance in
treating paracetamol poisoning, both in
terms of fewer unpleasant side-effects
for patients and a shorter hospital stay.
‘We need to do more work on a larger
population group to find out whether
treatment over a shorter time frame is
as safe as the current standard.”

Just got better

Dogs can predict and understand human
behaviour better than ever, a new study
has found, suggesting future generations
of man’s best friend may not need any
training at all. The University of
Abertay, Dundee, study found that a
dog’s understanding of our minds is
increasingly instinctive, as is the ability
to predict the desires and reactions of
its human “pack leader”.
It analysed the
behaviour of 24 dogs
- some highly
trained, some not
tutored at all -
and found that the
level of coaching a
dog had received
made no difference to its reaction to
unspoken commands, such as pointing
or nodding for it to change location. And
with selective breeding showing no
signs of slowing down, that trend is
likely to continue, as more intuitive dogs
are encouraged to breed with those of a
similar intelligence.

Dr Clare Cunningham, who led the
study, said, “We found that training
levels didn’t make any difference — no
matter how well trained they were, it did
not make their ability to pick up cues
better or worse.

“What made the difference was
whether they were familiar with the
human who was giving the cues... As
they get to know particular humans,
they pay more attention to them and this
may mean they can read and even
predict human behaviour with more
efficiency as familiarity grows.
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Good news & bad

The volume of sea-ice floating in the
Arctic Ocean increased by about 50 per
cent in October compared to the same
period of 2012, which was one of the
lowest on record, according to scientists.
Europe’s CryoSat satellite, which is
designed to monitor sea-ice thickness,
measured about 9,000 cubic km of it in
October 2013, a notable increase
compare to the 6,000 cubic km seen in
October last year.

They said the rebound probably
marked a temporary respite for the
polar region, which has seen dramatic

A photograph supplied by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration shows Arctic sea-ice in
2013.

and long-term changes in recent decades
due to regional warming that has melted
Arctic ice on both land and sea.

The extent of the surface area covered
by sea-ice — measured by a different
satellite — also saw an increase on the
previous year; however, it was still the
sixth lowest since satellite records began
in 1979. The seven lowest recorded sea-
ice extents have all occurred in the last
seven years.

But David Kennedy, deputy under-
secretary for operations at the US
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, said, “The Arctic
caught a bit of break in 2013 from the
recent string of record-breaking
warmth and ice melts of the last decade.
But the relatively cool year in some
parts of the Arctic does little to offset
the long-term trend of the last 30 years:
the Arctic is warming rapidly.”

Bose and Koushik Pal.
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